
                
 

   
 
 
 

                                              A Guide to Memorials 
 
Introduction 
Many people wish to place a memorial on the grave of their loved one. Memorials allow them to 
mark the grave and to add a personalised tribute. We have a few simple rules to make sure that 
memorials are safe, well maintained and in keeping with the character of the cemeteries. 
 
What is a memorial? 
A memorial is anything above the level of the ground that is placed on the grave as a tribute to 
those buried there. Headstones, vases and plaques are the most common memorials. Some 
people choose more unusual memorials, such as pieces of sculpture. 
 
Can I place a memorial on a grave? 
If you want to place a memorial on a grave you must hold or purchase memorial rights for that 
grave. If you do not own the grave rights, you must obtain the permission of the grave owner, or 
contact us to discuss whether you can purchase the rights.  
 
What kind of memorial can I have? 
You may apply to us to have any kind of memorial. Memorials are generally approved as long as 
they are of a safe construction which should last for at least the period of the memorial rights. We 
also consider whether the memorial is in keeping with the section of the cemetery where the grave 
is, and whether it might be offend other cemetery users.  
 
This does not mean that you are limited to traditional designs. We are keen to encourage unusual 
and individual memorials, which add to the character and interest of the cemetery. 
 
If we refuse permission you will be given a full written explanation.  
 
Please note, kerbs around graves are permitted on some sections in some Cemeteries with the 
permission of the Bereavement Services Officer.    
 
When can a memorial be erected? 
A memorial can be erected at any time, even before a burial has taken place. 
You may leave flowers in a non-breakable container until a memorial in in place – please do not 
use glass, ceramic or thin plastic. Please do not plant anything directly into the soil.  
 
Must I use a stonemason? 
Permanent, fixed memorials must be fitted by a stonemason who is a member of the British 
Register of Accredited Memorial Masons (BRAMM). This is to ensure that the memorial is securely 
fixed and safe.  
 
The stonemason will advise you what is available and then submit an application on your behalf. 
 
Restoration and cleaning 
Restoration and cleaning must be carried out by a BRAMM registered stonemason. You should 
apply to us for permission before the work is carried out. 
 
 



Safety testing 
We have a legal obligation to test memorials for safety. This ensures that the cemetery is a safe 
environment for staff and visitors to the cemetery. If your memorial is found to be unstable, and is 
deemed to be dangerous and liable to cause injury we will make the memorial safe which may 
include laying the memorial down. If possible we will contact you to explain that repairs are 
needed and it is ultimately your responsibility to make good any remedial works. If we are unable 
to contact a present owner we have a legal duty to make the memorial safe. 
 
Vandalism 
Unfortunately vandalism does happen occasionally in cemeteries. We cannot be held liable for any 
damage caused by the irresponsible actions of others.  
We strongly recommend that grave owners take out insurance to protect their memorials. Your 
stonemason can advise you about this. 
 
List of Memorial Masons 
An approved list is available from Bereavement Services or BRAMM directly. Tel : 01452 346741.  
www.bramm-uk.org   
 
Other types of memorial  
We also offer the opportunity to place memorial trees, benches and plaques on benches in some 
of our cemetery grounds. Locations will be agreed with Bereavement Services. 
 
For more information contact Bereavement Services 
Telephone number: 01900 702620   
Email: bereavement.services@allerdale.gov.uk 

http://www.bramm-uk.org/

