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FACT SHEET  
 

 

What is palm oil and where does it come from? 
 

 

Palm oil is a type of oil derived from palm trees which is used in cooking, soap and biofuels. 
There have been several cargo incidents off the North West coast over recent decades and it is estimated that 
tonnes of palm oil remain in the wreckages. 
In addition, under the current regulations, ships are allowed to clean their tanks after delivering the substance to 
the UK, dumping a limited amount of the contaminated residue at sea, provided they do so more than 12 miles 
from the shore. 
 

 

What does it  look like? 
 

 
 

Is it dangerous? 
 

 

Palm oil debris is harmless to humans however contact should be avoided as long term exposure to sea water may 
result in the item turning rancid. 
Palm oil can be fatal to dogs if eaten, unfortunately dogs are attracted to the smell so pet owners are advised to 
remain vigilant if walking your dog on the coast when a warning is in place, especially around tidelines. 
 

 

What should I do if I spot it? 
 

 

Contact details for this beach: 
 

 

 

If you spot palm oil on the beach do not try to remove it yourself and at the location, report via My Allerdale App.  
If you don’t have the App, please provide us with your exact location so we can arrange collection. 
Contact the beach manager straight away (details at the bottom of this page) with as much information as 
possible such as the date/time the substance was seen, the location, estimated size, estimated quantity and 
colour of the deposit. 
Keep an eye on your dog at all times. Putting them on a lead is advised as they are attracted to the smell. If you 
believe your dog has eaten palm oil you should get to a vet immediately and ideally within 30 minutes. 
 

 

Environmental Health (Allerdale Borough Council)  
Telephone - 0303 123 1702 
Email - Environmental.health@allerdale.gov.uk and Street.Scene@allerdale.gov.uk 
Twitter - @Allerdale 
 


