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           Instructions for making your own coffin 
 
The coffin should be made using exact measurements for the deceased 
person, so that the coffin is not oversized. This would cause problems for 
the burial or cremation authority. An accurately sized coffin will also be 
easier to handle and manoeuvre.  
 
The coffin must be suitably made and constructed to ensure that it will 
bear the weight of the decease person. 
 
The coffin must not be varnished but the use of water-based paint can be 
used to decorate the coffin if desired. 
 
The use of plastic, zinc and pitch must be avoided in the lining and 
construction of the coffin. Cotton sheets should be used to line the coffin 
to prevent any leakage. 
 
The deceased may be dressed in their own clothes, which must be made 
of cotton polyester or linen.  
 
Leather or rubber-soled shoes, jackets or wool clothing and any type of 
plastic must not be used to dress the deceased. 
 
Please ensure that no inflammable items are placed within the coffin, 
which could cause an explosion during the cremation cycle. This also 
includes aerosol cans, batteries, bottles and coconuts, which, upon 
cremation, can cause severe damage to the cremator brickwork. 
 
You must also ensure that if the deceased was fitted with a pacemaker or 
any other type of implants, that they have been removed by either the 
funeral director or the hospital. 
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These restrictions are applied to mainly coffins which are constructed for 
cremation, because serious damage to the environment would be caused 
otherwise. 
 
Materials Required 
 
Lid:  
 
Quarter-inch plywood (cut to size)  
 
Sides, ends and bottom:  
 
Three-quarter inch plywood (cut to size) 
2 three-quarter inch thick reinforcing battens, lengths as long as the 
coffin. 
Screws Gauge 8, one and a quarter inch long  
Wood glue  
Four chests handle with two screws for each end or rope handles 
 
Method: 
 

 Attach reinforcing battens to the top of each side piece flush with 
edge and end so that the lid rests on these and is tacked to them  

 Attach the side-pieces to the bottom 
 Attach the ends to the bottom and to the side strips  
 Attach the handles or make holes for the rope handles to go 

through and tie off inside  
 

The lid will then tack or screw down to the reinforcing battens.  
A nameplate of carved wood or card is needed. Alternatively you may 
simply write the name on the lid. 
 
This coffin is simple to make and very effective to look at and may be 
decorated on the lid with flowers which you may choose to pick from your 
garden. 
 
For further information contact: 

Bereavement Services, Allerdale House, Workington CA14 3YJ 
 
Telephone: 01900 702620    
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Email: bereavement.services@allerdale.gov.uk 
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