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Council Commitment to Local and Sustainable Procurement








Ensure the Council achieves excellent value for money


Ensure consideration is given to how what is procured might improve the economic, social and environmental well-being of the local area


Ensure that no organisation (e.g. SMEs or voluntary groups) is precluded from contracting with the Council due to onerous internal processes


Give due and legally compliant consideration within tender processes to the needs of the local supplier community, and seek to minimise barriers


Encourage the participation of high quality tenderers from all sections of the community to the benefit of the Council;


Encourage the incorporation of community benefits within tender processes, where this is relevant and legal;


Comply with the Council’s regulatory framework and all applicable legislation;


Be transparent and accountable.








Encourage quality tenders from all sections of the community to the benefit of the Council


Encourage the incorporation of community benefits within tender processes, where this is relevant and legal


Comply with the Council’s regulatory framework and all applicable legislation


Be transparent and accountable








Objectives





Incorporate environmental and social considerations into our product and service selection process


Encourage our suppliers and contractors to minimise negative environmental and social effects associated with the products and services they provide


Seek to reduce waste through reviewing the amount and type of materials purchased, and by exploring the opportunities to purchase refurbished, recycled and recyclable equipment, products and materials


Adopt appropriate energy management measures across all Council assets


Continue and increase use of the e-procurement system to reduce the paperwork involved in tendering


Introduce Government Procurement Card payments for purchases under £500 to reduce resource time and paperwork


When buying electrical goods aim for a minimum “A” energy efficiency rating


Investigate alternative products of a ‘greener’ nature from suppliers where appropriate


Minimise delivery frequency, distance and packaging where possible








Environmental well-being





Economic well-being





Social well-being





Commitments





Seek to increase the level of participation of local businesses by inviting at least one local business to apply or provide a quotation for work, when publishing tender notices or requesting quotations unless a Framework is being used when a requirement for local labour will be included


Pay local businesses within 10 days upon receipt of an invoice


Ensure that the economic, social and environmental well-being of the relevant area is considered in criteria used to select suppliers


Provide advance notice to local organisations of forth coming procurement opportunities


Provide guidance to local organisations via the Council website and through printed materials


Meet regularly with local suppliers and the voluntary sector to inform them of how to win business with the Council and provide access to training courses on public sector procurement


Publish tender opportunities on ‘The Chest’ (www.the-chest.org.uk)


Ensure relevant staff are trained to consider the economic well-being of the local area


Encourage feedback from suppliers as a way of measuring the Council’s performance and reviewing procedures








Research and establish apprenticeships and work placement schemes with relevant suppliers


Include clauses in large contracts (over £1m) to encourage training and employment of longer term unemployed where suitable


Assess the Councils current use of third sector companies and benchmark against similar organisations


Support third sector organisations to bid for Council business


Train staff on sustainable procurement across the Council and share good practice


Encourage a positive contribution from our suppliers to the local communities in which they work on our behalf


Explore the opportunities for developing appropriate contractual provisions to deliver specific community benefits


Ensure our procurement process is open to all including SME’s, diverse suppliers and the third sector


Incorporate clauses in our contracts and specifications which will require suppliers to demonstrate their compliance with the Council’s Equality policy


Encourage key suppliers to follow the principles of this policy











“Allerdale – a great place to live, work and visit”
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Corporate identity and branding guidelines

