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Budget 2017/18 consultation – response document

Questions & Summary of responses

Question 1
We collect Council Tax for ourselves but also on behalf of Cumbria County Council, 
Cumbria Police and your local town or parish council. Only about 10% of your 
Council Tax pays for services provided by us. For 2017/18 the annual charge (from 
Allerdale Borough Council) for an average Band D property is £162.99 a year; a little 
over £3 a week.
Feedback from latest residents’ survey carried out in 2016 showed that nearly 60% 
of residents supported an increase in Council Tax if this meant services that were 
important to them were protected. An increase in Council Tax will allow us to protect 
front-line services such as:

 Street cleaning
 Bin collections
 Recycling services
 Grass-cutting

We would like to know your views on whether we should increase the amount of 
Council’s share of your Council Tax bill.
Over the past year, inflation has been rising, placing additional pressure on the 
Council’s budgets. In October, inflation measured by the Consumer Prices Index 
(CPI) stood at 3%, its joint highest in more than five years. Inflation measured by the 
Retail Prices Index (RPI) has been on a similar upward path hitting 4% in October 
2017. Further increases in CPI and RPI inflation are expected to occur in the coming 
months.
District councils like Allerdale have the option of increasing their Band D Council Tax 
by £5 per annum (with proportionate increases to properties in other Council Tax 
bands) or 2% whichever is the higher.
We are therefore proposing to increase our portion of the annual Council Tax bill by 
the maximum amount of £5. This would mean an extra £5 a year on a Band D 
property (or about 10p a week) or £3.33 a year for a Band A property (equivalent to 
6p a week). This increase equates to a percentage increase in the Council’s share of 
Council Tax bills, consistent with inflation, of just over 3%.
The table below shows how a £5 increase on a Band D property would impact on 
Allerdale’s portion of the Council Tax bill for all Council Tax bands. 
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Council Tax 
band

Proportion 
of band D 

charge 
2017/18 

Annual charge
£5 increase on 

band D 
property

2018/19 
proposed 

annual charge
Percentage 

increase 

 £ £ a year £ %
Band A 6/9 108.66 3.33 111.99 3.1
Band B 7/9 126.77 3.89 130.66 3.1
Band C 8/9 144.88 4.44 149.32 3.1
Band D 9/9 162.99 5.00 167.99 3.1
Band E 11/9 199.2 6.11 205.31 3.1
Band F 13/9 235.43 7.22 242.65 3.1
Band G 15/9 271.65 8.33 279.98 3.1
Band H 18/9 325.98 10.00 335.98 3.1

To maintain services which are important to you, should we increase Allerdale’s 
portion of the Council Tax bill by £5 on Band D properties (with proportionate 
increases to properties in other council tax bands) in 2018

Budget Consultation Response:

Response Number Percentage
Yes 21 63.6
No 10 30.3
Don’t know 2 6.1

Question 2
Since April 2013, the Council has been able to charge a Council Tax premium on a 
property that has been unoccupied and unfurnished for two years or more. The 
premium can currently be up to 50% of the Council Tax on the property. In the 2017 
Autumn Budget the Chancellor announced that, from April 2018, local authorities will 
be given the power to increase the Council Tax premium on empty homes from 50% 
to 100%.
Should we increase the Council Tax empty homes premium from 50% to 
100%? 

Budget Consultation Response:

Response Number Percentage
Yes 22 66.7
No 10 30.3
Don’t know 1 3.0
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Question 3
Fees and charges are an important source of income, offsetting the cost of service 
provision and reducing the amount of expenditure that needs to be met from central 
government grants, Council Tax and business rates.
For existing charges, the Council’s general policy is that levels of fees and charges 
should rise each year in line with inflation as determined as part of the budget 
planning process.
This general policy is not applied where fees and charges are set nationally by 
central government, or where it is necessary to revise the amount the Council 
charges, other than in line with inflation, to ensure it complies with statutory 
requirements governing the amount charged for a particular service.
In 2018/19 should we increase fees and charges by 3% in line with inflation?

Budget Consultation Response:

 Response Number Percentage
Yes 21 63.6
No 12 36.4
Don’t know 0 0


