
Glossary 

Assessment of 
Likely Significant 
Effect 

A screening assessment under the Habitat Regulations to consider 
whether a proposal is likely to have a significant effect on a 
European site’s conservation objectives (qualifying features) 

Appropriate 
Assessment 

An assessment by a competent authority of all of the likely 
significant effects of a project or plan on the conservation 
objectives (qualifying features) of a European site, and a decision-
making process based on the conclusions of the assessment. 

Avoidance Prevention of impacts occurring having regard to predictions about 
potentially negative environmental effects (for example project 
decisions about site locations and design) CIEEM, 2018 

Biodiversity  The variety of living organisms on earth and the ecological 
complexes of which they are part, including diversity within species, 
between species and of ecosystems.  

Biodiversity Credit Introduced by the Environment Bill, Biodiversity credits can be 
purchased to fund off-site habitat enhancement and creation to 
achieve BNG. 

Biodiversity Duty Under Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural 
Communities Act 2006 public authorities in England have a duty to 
have regard to conserving biodiversity as part of policy or decision-
taking. Conserving biodiversity can include restoring or enhancing 
a population or habitat.   

Biodiversity Gain 
Plan (BGP) 

The BGP (introduced by the Environment Bill as a condition of 
planning permission) is submitted by developers for approval by the 
Local Planning Authority, showing how biodiversity on the site is to 
be addressed, and demonstrating how the 10% uplift is to be 
achieved. 

Biodiversity Gain 
Site Register 

Register introduced by the Environment Bill to record biodiversity 
gain sites, and sites that are available to developers for the 
provision of off-site gain. 

Biodiversity Metric The metric provides a way of measuring and accounting for 
biodiversity losses and gains resulting from development or land 
management change. 

Biodiversity Net 
Gain 

Delivering more or better habitats for biodiversity and 
demonstrating this measurable gain through use of the Defra 
biodiversity metric. Development that adopts a biodiversity net gain 
approach seeks to make its impact on the environment positive, 
delivering improvements through habitat creation or enhancement 
after avoiding or mitigating harm. 

Biodiversity Gain 
Objective 

The mandatory 'biodiversity gain objective' is for the biodiversity 
attributable to the development to exceed by at least 10% the pre-
development biodiversity value of the 'onsite habitat' 

Biodiversity 
Report 

Under the Environment Bill, Local authorities and designated large 
landowning public bodies are required to produce a biodiversity 
report every 5 years to report on action taken across all measures 
designed to improve and protect biodiversity, including biodiversity 
net gain delivered through the planning system. 

Biodiversity Unit Unit of measurement to account for changes in biodiversity and 
calculating biodiversity net gain through the biodiversity metric 

Competent person person who has the qualifications, training, skills and experience 
relevant to the task being undertaken 



Conservation 
Credits 

Also called biodiversity credits.  The Environment Bill enables the 
establishment of a system of 'biodiversity credits' by government, 
which could be purchased by developers as an alternative to onsite 
or offsite biodiversity enhancements. Funds generated would 
habitat enhancements in England, the purchase of land with a view 
to carrying out these enhancements, and operating and 
administering these arrangements. 

Conservation 
Covenants 

Legally binding agreements between a landowner and a 
designated “responsible body” such as a conservation charity, 
public body or for-profit body to conserve the natural or heritage 
features of the land. Introduced in the Environment Bill 

Cumbria 
Biodiversity Data 
Centre (CBDC) 

The Local Environment Records Centre for Cumbria which holds 
local biodiversity and geological records. CBDC collates and 
analyses Cumbria’s biodiversity data. 

Designated Sites Nature sites and areas of countryside can be ‘designated’, which 
means they have special status as protected areas because of their 
natural and cultural importance. Examples of Designated Sites 
include Special Areas of Conservation, Special Protection Areas, 
Ramsar Sites, SSSI’s, NNR, LNR.  Protection varies depending on 
the designation. 

Ecosystem A community or group of living organisms that live in and interact 
with each other in a specific environment.  A natural unit of living 
things (animals including humans, plants, and micororganisms), 
and their physical environment. 

Ecosystem 
services 

The benefits provided by natural ecosystems that contribute to 
making human life both possible and worth living.  These include 
provisioning services such as food and water; regulating services 
such as flood and disease control; cultural services such as 
spiritual, recreational, and cultural benefits; and supporting services 

such as nutrient cycling that maintain the conditions for life on Earth 

Ecosystems 
approach  
 

a strategy for the integrated management of land, water and 
living resources that promotes conservation and sustainable use in 
an equitable way 

Ecotones The transition area between two habitats or biological communities, 
for example, an area of marshland between a river and the 
riverbank. 

Environmental 
Impact 
Assessment 

A procedure to be followed for certain types of project to ensure 
that decisions are made in full knowledge of any likely significant 
effects on the environment. 

Environmental Net 
Gains 

Improving all aspects of environmental quality through a scheme or 
project. Achieving environmental net gain means achieving 
biodiversity net gain first, and going further to achieve net increases 
in the capacity of affected natural capital to deliver ecosystem 
services. 

Ecological Clerk of 
Works (ECoW) 

The EcoW is responsible for providing advice about ecological and 
environmental issues during the construction of a development and 
for ensuring that construction follows the practices set out in the 
CEMP. 

European Sites The network of Internationally important Special Areas of 
Conservation designated under the EC Habitats directive and 
Special Protection Areas designated under the Birds Directive. 

European European protected species (EPS) have full protection under The 



Protected Species 
(EPS) 

Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. It’s an 
offence to deliberately capture, injure or kill, or deliberately disturb 
EPS or their habitat without a licence from Natural England.  

General 
Biodiversity 
Objective 

Referenced in the Environment Bill which amends S40 NERC Act 
2006, the general biodiversity objective is the conservation and 
enhancement of biodiversity in England through the exercise of 
functions in relation to England.  Public authorities must from time 
to time consider what action the authority can properly take, 
consistently with the proper exercise of its functions, to further the 
general biodiversity objective. 

Green 
Infrastructure 

Green infrastructure is the network of multi-functional green and 
blue space, found within and between settlements which supports 
natural and ecological processes, and is integral to the health and 
quality of life of sustainable communities’. It ranges from 
countryside to urban parks and play areas and open space, and 
includes street trees, hedges and streams, providing a range of 
functions, such as contributing to biodiversity, alleviating flood risk 
and providing recreation. 

Geodiversity The variety of rocks, fossils, minerals, landforms and soils along 
with the natural processes that shape the landscape 

Habitats 
Regulations 
Assessment 
(HRA) 

Refers to the stages of assessment which must be undertaken in 
accordance with the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2017 (as amended) to determine if a plan or project 
may affect the protected features of a habitats site (European 
designated sites) before deciding whether to undertake, permit, or 
authorise it 

Habitats Site Sites included within the definition of regulation 8 of the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 including 
candidate Special Areas of Conservation (cSACs), Sites of 
Community Importance (SCIs), Special Areas of Conservation 
(SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs), potential SPAs and 
potential Ramsar sites and any relevant Marine Sites 

Habitat Banking A market-based mechanism in which biodiversity credits fund 
conservation actions to compensate for and mitigate the 
unavoidable environmental impact caused by development 
projects. The Habitat banks are the receptor sites for the off-site 
delivery of the compensation.   

International, 
national and 
locally designated 
sites of 
importance for 
biodiversity 

All international sites (Special Areas of Conservation, Special 
Protection Areas, and Ramsar sites), national sites (Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest) and locally designated sites including Local 
Wildlife Sites. 

Irreplaceable 
Habitat 

Habitats which would be technically very difficult (or take a very 
significant time) to restore, recreate or replace once destroyed, 
taking into account their age, uniqueness, species diversity or 
rarity. They include ancient woodland, ancient and veteran trees, 
blanket bog, limestone pavement, sand dunes, salt marsh and 
lowland fen. 

Natura 2000 Sites Internationally important Special Areas of Conservation designated 
under the EC Habitats directive and Special Protection Areas 
designated under the Birds Directive.  Often referred to now as 



‘European Sites’ 
Nature 
Improvement 
Areas 

12 Nature Improvement Areas (NIA) were established as part of a pilot 
programme to create joined up and resilient ecological networks at a 
landscape scale, run by partnerships of local authorities, local 
communities and landowners, the private sector and conservation 
organisations with funding provided by DEFRA and Natural England. 
The programme operated between 2012 and 2015. 

Net Environmental 
Gain 

Net gain in planning describes an approach to development that 
leaves the natural environment in a measurably better state than it 
was beforehand. Net gain is an umbrella term for both biodiversity 
net gain and wider environmental net gains.  

Local Nature 
Partnership 

A body, designated by the Secretary of State for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs, established for the purpose of protecting 
and improving the natural environment in an area and the benefits 
derived from it. 

Local Nature 
Recovery Strategy 
(LNRS) 

Spatial strategies for nature designed to help inform nature 
recovery and direct actions and investment for improvements for 
nature.  It will identify local opportunities and priorities for 
enhancing biodiversity whilst supporting other objectives such as 
mitigating or adapting to climate change.  Expected to guide the 
smooth and effective delivery of biodiversity net gain by helping 
developers and planning authorities avoid the most valuable 
existing habitat and focus habitat creation or improvement where it 
will achieve the most. 

Mitigation 
Hierarchy 

The principle that environmental harm resulting from a development 
should be avoided (through locating development where there will 
be less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort, 
compensated for. 

Natural Capital The elements of nature that directly or indirectly produce value to 
people, including ecosystems, species, freshwater, land, minerals, 
the air and oceans, as well as natural processes and functions. 

Natural Character 
Area (NCA) 

A natural subdivision of England based on a combination of 
landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity and economic characteristics 
defined by Natural England.  Profiles prepared for each character 
area include descriptions of the natural and cultural features 
shaping the landscape, how the landscape has changed over time, 
drivers for ongoing change and statements of environmental 
opportunity (SEOs).   

Nature 
Improvement Area 

12 Nature Improvement Areas (NIA) were established in 2012 as 
part of a pilot project to create joined up and resilient ecological 
networks at a landscape scale. 

Nature Recovery 
Network 

An expanding and increasingly connected national network of 
wildlife-rich places and habitat to increase and restore nature.  It 
will be designed to stimulate the recovery of wildlife and will support 
the delivery of other economic and social benefits, such as water 
quality improvement or flood attenuation. 

Office for 
Environmental 
Protection 

Established by the Environment Bill, the role of  this independent 
public body is to protect the environment and function as an 
environmental watchdog which will have the power to scrutinise 
environmental policy and law, investigate complaints and take 
enforcement action against public bodies where necessary 



Offsetting The creation or enhancement of wildlife habitat to compensate for 
loss or degradation elsewhere. 

PAWS (Planted 
Ancient Woodland 
Sites) 

Ancient woodlands that have been planted up in the past with trees 
which would not naturally grow on the site, particularly conifers. 

Phase 1 Habitat 
Survey 

The Initial site survey, sometimes also referred to as a Preliminary 
Ecological Appraisal, consisting of desk-based research using local 
records from Cumbria Biodiversity Data Centre (CBDC)

[1]
, and a 

walkover survey designed to map the site based on the habitats 
present, and assess its potential to support protected species (such 
as bats, great crested newts, badgers, reptiles and nesting 
birds).  The findings will inform whether further detailed botanical or 
species surveys are needed.  
 

 

Planted Ancient 
Woodland Sites 
(PAWS) 

Ancient woodlands that have been planted up in the past with trees 
which would not naturally grow on the site, particularly conifers. 

Preliminary 
Ecological 
Appraisal (PEA) 

The Initial site survey, sometimes also referred to as a phase 1 
Habitat Survey, consists of desk-based research using local 
records from Cumbria Biodiversity Data Centre (CBDC)

[1]
, and a 

walkover survey designed to map the site based on the habitats 
present, and assess its potential to support protected species (such 
as bats, great crested newts, badgers, reptiles and nesting 
birds).  The findings will inform whether further detailed botanical or 
species surveys are needed.  
 

 

Priority Habitats Priority habitats, or habitats of principal importance, are all the 
habitats in England that were identified as requiring action in the 
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) and continue to be regarded 
as conservation priorities in the subsequent UK Post-2010 
Biodiversity Framework. They include terrestrial habitats such as 
upland hay meadows to lowland mixed deciduous woodland, and 
freshwater and marine habitats such as ponds and subtidal sands 
and gravels. 

Priority habitats 
and species 
 

Priority species and habitats identified as being the most 
threatened and in need of conservation action.  Species and 
Habitats of Principal Importance included in the England 
Biodiversity List published by the Secretary of State under section 
41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006. 

Protected Sites 
Strategies 

Targeted measures that support the design and delivery of 
strategic approaches for the protection of a specific designated site 
or sites, including the management of development pressures.  
Nitrate credit trading to protect the solent is an example of a 
protected sites strategy. 

Ramsar Sites  Wetlands of international importance, designated under the 1971 
Ramsar Convention. 

Significance under Consideration of the ‘significance’ under the habitat regs depends 

                                                             
[1] https://www.cbdc.org.uk/  
[1] https://www.cbdc.org.uk/  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/section/41
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/section/41
https://www.ramsar.org/about-the-ramsar-convention
https://www.ramsar.org/about-the-ramsar-convention
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbdc.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CNiamh.Keddy%40naturalengland.org.uk%7Cfc07e73fba8c4ed31c8f08d8ffe64392%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C1%7C0%7C637540711730311586%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=52KYBMRT7jS8bijD0njjAod44AXsSNMPevIYVsX9sQM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbdc.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7CNiamh.Keddy%40naturalengland.org.uk%7Cfc07e73fba8c4ed31c8f08d8ffe64392%7C770a245002274c6290c74e38537f1102%7C1%7C0%7C637540711730311586%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=52KYBMRT7jS8bijD0njjAod44AXsSNMPevIYVsX9sQM%3D&reserved=0


the Habitat 
Regulations 

whether effects are being considered in relation to a European Site 
or Protected Species.  For European Sites, the first step or 
‘screening test’ is to establish whether there would be a ‘Likely 
Significant Effect’ (LSE), something that undermines the published 
conservation objectives of the site, if the project were to be 
permitted.  The LSE is a trigger for the decision-maker to undertake 
the appropriate assessment to ascertain that there not be an 
adverse effect on the integrity of the site. For European protected 
species, a significant effect is used in relation to actions 
likely to lead to the disturbance of animals that would affect the 
local distribution and abundance of the species concerned 9). Case 
law has established that what constitutes “significant” under these 
circumstances needs to be considered on an individual case-by-
case basis. 

Site of Special 
Scientific Interest 
SSSI 

Sites designated by Natural England under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981. 

Special Areas of 
Conservation 
(SAC) 

Areas defined by regulation 3 of the Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 2017 which have been given special 
protection as important conservation sites. 

Special Protection 
Area (SPA) 

Areas classified under regulation 15 of the Conservation of Habitats 
and Species Regulations 2017 which have been identified as being 
of international importance for the breeding, feeding, wintering or 
the migration of rare and vulnerable species of birds. 

Species 
Conservation 
Strategy 

Targeted measures that support the design and delivery of 
strategic approaches for the protection of specific species at 
greatest risk in a particular area. The district level licensing scheme 
for Great Crested Newts is an example of such as scheme. 

 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/regulation/3/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/regulation/3/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/regulation/15/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/regulation/15/made

