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Natural Burial 
 

 
Introduction 
 
Allerdale Borough Council has introduced a greater choice for the bereaved in recognition of the 
growing desires and wishes felt by people when arranging a funeral.  A natural burial offers a new 
choice, taking away the long-term commitment of caring for a grave and memorial and providing a 
more ‘back to nature approach’.  In most cemeteries these could be be re-used common graves 
where no burials have taken place for at least 75 years but new ones are available.   
 
Cemeteries 
 
Several cemeteries within the borough have had certain areas designated for ‘Natural Burials’.  
These areas will not take on the neat and tidy look of the rest of the cemetery, but will adopt a 
more ‘back to nature’ look with the planting and subsequent growth of many species of wild 
flowers.  The cemeteries identified are located at Cockermouth, Harrington Road, Workington and 
Maryport. 
 
The graves are recorded on plans and are individually numbered.  This is to ensure a correct 
record is kept and the grave can always be found. 
 
The burials for a double grave in a new grave would be one on top of the other, in a previously 
used grave they would be side by side. 
 
Coffins and Containers 
 
The burials must take place in a biodegradable (natural wood/non-
veneered/cardboard/bamboo/wicker) coffin, shroud or other suitable container.  The natural wood 
coffins should be made of wood from a managed tree forest. 
 
Cremated Remains 
 
There would be provision for the strewing or burial of cremated remains.  The strewing would 
involve the scattering of the cremated remains over the meadow.  Burial of cremated remains 
would involve interment in a biodegradable vessel e.g. casket, urn etc. 
 
Funeral Arrangements 
 
These graves are not reserved for specific religions in certain areas.   It would be the bereaved or 
their relatives who decide on a religious, secular or no service at all arrangement. 
 
The personal completion of a funeral can often help the bereaved in coming to terms with the 
death of a relative or friend.  This can help the grieving process, particularly where the wishes of 
the bereaved person are being fulfilled. 
 
Memorials 
 
There are no memorials (headstones, vases, crosses etc.) allowed in these areas.  However we 
do encourage the planting of native bulbs and wild flowers or the scattering of native wild flower 
seeds. 
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To encourage the growth of the wild flowers it is necessary to impose restrictions.  People walking 
to individual graves would create paths and trample the wildflowers, destroying the living memorial 
we propose to create. Care must be taken when visiting these areas. 
 
A natural burial is not for those who prefer a neat and tidy grave with a headstone, but for those 
who love wildlife and wish to create environmental benefits for future generations. 
 
 
Any further information is available from the Bereavement Services office at: 
 
Allerdale Borough Council, 
Allerdale House,  
Workington 
CA14 3YJ  
 
Telephone number: 01900 702620 
 
Email: bereavement.services@allerdale.gov.uk 
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