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Preface 
 
 
Throughout the years the area covered by Allerdale Borough Council had 
produced a remarkable number and variety of people of note, from famous 
scientists to sailors, wrestlers to witches and poets to cavemen. 
 
The following booklet not only contains information on famous residents such 
as William Wordsworth and Fletcher Christian, but also people of local 
interest, perhaps not known to people outside their own town or village.  
 
Also included are a few rather more weird and disturbing stories involving 
murder, witchcraft, poisoning, disease and ghosts. 
 
If possible the place of burial of the people researched has been found, with 
the intention for the reader to walk around the local cemeteries, and find the 
graves while reading the story behind the headstone. If the burial place isn’t 
stated below the persons name it means it couldn’t be found in the registers, 
and the person must be buried elsewhere. 
 
At the end of each person’s brief biography, a “story” from the “Cumberland 
Chronicle” has been included, with all the stories being between 1777 and 
1779. These vary from tales of unfortunate deaths involving wells and 
fireplaces, to more amusing stories and anecdotes from the time. It is 
interesting to see what made the papers in the past, such as the capture of an 
unusually large hare, or the un-seasonal flowing of a tulip.  
 
We hope you enjoy reading about these past people of Allerdale and some of 
the stories associated with them. The sources used in compiling this collection 
are stated in the bibliography at the back of the book. Within these books and 
websites there is much more information on the people and history of the 
region. All are available from local tourist information offices or bookshops. 
 
If you have any stories of local characters or people of interest from the region 
that are not included in this book please contact the Bereavement Services 
Department of Allerdale Borough Council via email or telephone. Any 
additional information would be gratefully received. 
 
 Email: bereavement.services@allerdale.gov.uk 
 Phone: 01900 702620 
 
 
Acknowledgements for their help in compiling this booklet: 
 
Peter Felix 
Daniel Gentry 
Tullie House Museum 

mailto:bereavement.services@allerdale.gov.uk
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Cemeteries of Allerdale  
 
Cockermouth Cemetery 
 
Before the creation of Cockermouth cemetery by the purchase of “waste 
lands” from Henry Wyndham, on the 6th of November 1855, the dead would 
have been buried within various churchyards in the region. 
 

“Made the sixth day of November in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty five between Henry Wyndham Hive usually called 
Henry Wyndham of Cockermouth Castle in the county of Cumberland a 
General in Her majesty’s army of the one part and “the Burial Board of 

the Township of Cockermouth in 
county of Cumberland”…” 
 
This is how the deeds for the 
purchase of the original cemetery 
lands begin. You may notice a lack of 
punctuation which lasts throughout 
the entire parchment with not one 
comma or full stop! 
 
The deeds are dated the 6th of 
November 1855 and so mark the 
beginning of Cockermouth cemetery.  

 
 
Above: The original deeds for Cockermouth cemetery, 1885. 
Below: The original cemetery grounds, 1885. 
 

“Act of parliament was passed in the 
fifty third year of the Reign of his late 
majesty King George the third 
entitled “an act for enclosing lands in 
the borough and Township of 
Cockermouth in the county of 
Cumberland”…” 
 
Richard Atkinson of Bassenthwaite 
and John Huddleston of Gosforth 
were appointed as commissioners 
for the “dividing and enclosing the 

said pieces or parcels of land”. The land which is now Cockermouth cemetery 
was owned, before its purchase, by Henry Wyndham. The land was passed to 
him by his father, George O’Brien, Earl of Egremont, who “departed this life 
on the eleventh day of November one thousand eight hundred and thirty 
seven.” 
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In the Earl’s last will and testament he left “all his Freehold Honors, Manors, 
Lordships, Castles, Buildings, Farms, Lands, Mines, Fisheries, Rents, Tolls, 
Rectories, Tithes” to his second natural son Henry Wyndham. 
 
The land was valued by William Hetherington of Cockermouth and William 
Dickinson of North Mosses, “two able practical surveyors”. Dickinson was 
nominated by Henry Wyndham and Hetherington by the Burial Board. 

 
The original cemetery grounds cost £375 
and was the size of 5 acres “or 
thereabouts”. It was bounded to the north 
and east by lands of Henry Wyndham, to 
the south by lands owned by Edward 
Fawcett and to the west by Turnpike Road 
leading from Cockermouth to Keswick. 
 
The first person to be buried in the newly 
created Cockermouth cemetery was James 
Ware who was buried on the 3rd of June 
1856 aged just 17 months. The next two 
people to be buried were even younger 
aged 11 months and 8 weeks respectively.    T      

 
The cemetery has been expanded several 
times since its creation. 

  
Above: Planned extension in 1875 

The first extension came just 20 
years after the first land was 
purchased in 1875, shown by the 
shaded region in the plan, as the 
original cemetery was described 
as “inadequate for burying the 
dead”. The extension was 3 acres 
and 5 perches “or thereabouts” 
and cost £480. 
 
The cemetery was extended 
twice again; firstly in 1903, with 
the purchase of land around Tom 

Rudd Beck. (Above left: 
Planned extension in 1903, 
shaded green.) 
 
The land was bought for £250 
from Lord Leconfield, and was 
sized rather precisely at 2 acres, 
3 roods and 13 and a half 
perches. 
(Left: Area bought in 1920)  
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In 1920 further “pieces or parcels of land” were bought. The cost of the land 
which was 6 acres, 3 roods and 36 perches, was £775 which was to be “paid 
into the account of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England”. The land 
purchased on the other side of the railway line, numbered 211 on the plan, 
was sold back to the North East housing association on July 2, 1951. This 
land is now a play area and sports field off Windmill lane. 
 
The original cemetery grounds were split down the middle with the land to the 
North and North West of the main road, leading from the lodge across the 
cemetery, designated to the burial of those “dissenting from the United 
Church of England and Ireland.” The Land to the south and south east of the 
main road was “consecrated for the burial of the dead according to the rites 
and usages of the said United Church.” Looking toward the chapel from 
Lorton road the building on the right was the Church of England chapel and 
the building to the left was the dissenter’s chapel. 
 
At the time of printing Cockermouth cemetery held over 13,738 persons, 
making it the third largest cemetery in terms of number of burials in Allerdale. 
 
 
Imperial Measurements: 
 
1 acre       =  4840 square yards 
4 roods     =  1 acre 
5.5 yards  =  1 perch 
 
 

 
 
       Above: Section plan of Cockermouth cemetery. 
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Last Tue evening, "a cart passing through Carlisle, with corn, for 
Sandsfield, ran over a child, about 2 years of age, belonging to Mr. 
Henry Thompson of that place. The child was taken up quite dead, the 
cart wheel having gone over its head.  Were drivers of carts, &c. 
compelled to walk by and lead their horses, as the law directs, or suffer 
for such neglect, great numbers of similar misfortunes would certainly 
be prevented.” 

 
 

Brigham Cemetery 
 

 
Brigham cemetery was opened in 1964 
and is situated next to Brigham church, 
which can been seen from the A66 
travelling form Workington to 
Cockermouth. It is the newest and 
smallest cemetery in the borough having 
had around 450 burials. 
 
 
 
 

 
Dearham Cemetery 

 
Dearham cemetery is the second newest in 
the region and is situated at Janet brow, 
Dearham. The second newest it is also 
holds the second fewest burials, at just 720. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Flimby Cemetery 
 

Over 100 years old, Flimby cemetery was 
opened in 1893 and is the third oldest 
cemetery in the region. There have been 
3,530 burials to date. The cemetery lies off 
Church Road, Flimby. 
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Harrington Road Cemetery 

 
The main cemetery for the town of 
Workington, Harrington Road was opened 
in 1879 to cater for the ever expanding 
industrial town of Workington. Due to the 
large industrial expansion the region was 
seeing, particularly in the steel industry, 
many outsiders were travelling to 
Workington for work, thus somewhere had 
to be found to bury the expanding 
workforce. Although not the largest in terms 

of land area, Harrington Road holds the most burials of any cemetery in the 
region at over 23,000. This is due to many of the graves holding 3 or 4 people 
unlike Cockermouth, the largest cemetery in terms of area, with most holding 
1 or 2. 
 
A large sign on the left of the main pathway (shown in the picture) as you 
enter the cemetery has a plan showing the layout of the different sections 
within the cemetery. This will locate the different graves of the people buried 
within Harrington Road cemetery stated later in the booklet. 
 
Maryport Cemetery 

 
Situated out of town on Allonby 
Road, Maryport cemetery was 
opened in the same year as 
Cockermouth Cemetery (1856), 
making it the joint oldest 
cemetery in the region. As official 
burial records only begin from 
1876 the precise number of 
people interred within its grounds 
cannot be known exactly, 
however it is estimated at 20,000, 
the second highest behind 
Harrington Road. 

 
The original deeds for the purchase of land for “the burial of the dead” dates 
from 1836, 20 years before the cemetery actually opened. The west and 
south-western side of the cemetery was for members of the “United Church of 
England and Ireland”, with the east and north-eastern section for dissenters 
from the United Church. The original land area of the cemetery was “3 acres 
or thereabouts”. 
 
The cemetery holds many large and impressive monuments in its older 
section, evidence of Maryport’s prosperous maritime past, with many captains 
and master mariners commemorated. Indeed in 1856, the same year the 
cemetery opened, 91 master mariners were listed in the town’s directory. 



Cemeteries of Allerdale  Page 8 

The Past People of Allerdale  Page 8 

 
A plan of the cemetery showing the location of the different sections is shown 
on a sign as you enter the cemetery. 
 
Salterbeck Cemetery 
 
 

 
 
Salterbeck cemetery was 
opened in 1924 and is situated 
off Salterbeck Road, 
Workington. It holds only 
marginally fewer people than 
Cockermouth cemetery, at 
13,400. 
 
 
 
 

 
Silloth (Causewayhead) Cemetery 
 
Silloth cemetery has been open since 1932 and holds 1,840 burials. Within 
the cemetery there is a specific area to commemorate the war dead for the 
Second World War. Included in this section are members of the R.A.F 
situated at Silloth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This makes a grand total of around 76,640 burials interred within Allerdale 
cemeteries. Only a tiny minority of these 76,640 have been explored in the 
following book, although hopefully it will give a taste of the wide variety of 
talented, successful and interesting people this region has produced. 
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The Workhouses around Allerdale 
 
See:  William Davidson “The People of Cockermouth” 
 John Lowther       “The People of Wigton” 
 

Contrary to popular opinion the 
workhouse was never a prison 
and admission was generally 
voluntary, although usually due to 
unfavourable circumstances. 
People usually ended up in the 
workhouse because they were 
too poor, old or ill to support 
themselves. The workhouse 
would also often be the only 
refuge for pregnant women 
disowned by their families. These 
women would then have to suffer 
the further humiliation of wearing 
yellow badges as part of their 

uniform to mark them out as pregnant and unmarried. The workhouse would 
provide shelter, food and employment, and would often be preferable to life on 
the outside, although inmates would have to sacrifice their right to vote upon 
entry. The workhouse would have facilities, including a bakery, laundry, 
tailors, shoe-makers, vegetable gardens, orchards and even a piggery. Some 
would also have schools, nurseries, fever wards and a chapel. Inmates were 
free to leave whenever they wished, on giving sufficient notice, usually one 
day. It would not be uncommon for an inmate who left in the morning to return 
to the workhouse the same evening under their own free will. However the 
harshness and depression of life in the workhouse should not be 
underestimated. 
 
On entering the workhouse paupers would be stripped, washed and given a 
workhouse uniform. Their own clothes would be washed and disinfected and 
placed into storage with any other possessions they might own, to be returned 
if and when they chose to leave the workhouse. 
 
Life was particularly harsh on families that entered the workhouse together. 
Husbands, wives and children would be separated on entry and would be 
punished if they tried to speak to each other. From 1842 the situation 
improved slightly as parents could have an “interview” with their children “at 
some time each day”. 
 
Inside the workhouse inmates would own only their uniform and bed which 
they had in a large shared dormitory. These beds would sometimes be only 
two feet across and bedding would consist only of a mattress and cover filled 
with straw. The toilet facilities were usually a simple cess-pit. This would be 
shared by as many as 100 inmates. The workers would be washed once a 
week, usually under supervision, and the men shaved. 
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The daily routine of the inmates was strict and tough. In the summer months, 
from March to September they would be woken at 6 am, given half an hour for 
breakfast, and an hour for lunch and supper. During meal times the rules of 
the workhouse stated that "silence, order and decorum shall be maintained".  
They would then have to go to bed at 8 pm after working for 10 hours. 
  
Below is a list of the rules by which the inmates of a workhouse would have to 
live by. Breaking these rules fell into two categories. Disorderly Conduct could 
be punished with withdraw of luxuries such as cheese and tea and Refractory 
Conduct could result in solitary confinement and imprisonment. 
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Below is a list of some of the inmate’s crimes and their associated 
punishments: 

Name Offence Date Punishment 
Elliott, Benjamin Neglect of work 31 May 

1842 
Dinner withheld, and but 
bread for supper. 

Rowe, Sarah Noisy and 
swearing 

19 June 
1842 

Locked up for 24 hours on 
bread and water. 

Aplin, John Disorderly at 
Prayer-time 

22 July 
1842 

Locked up for 24 hours on 
bread and water. 

Mintern, George Fighting in 
school 

26 July 
1842 

No cheese for one week. 

Greenham, Mary and 
Payne, Priscilla 

Quarrelling and 
fighting 

14 Dec 
1842 

No meat 1 week. 

The diet of the inmates was often laid down in great detail, with different 
classes of people getting different diets. The following is an example of a daily 
allowance: 

 7 Ounces of Meat  
 2 Ounces of Butter  
 4 Ounces of Cheese 
 1 Pound of Bread 
 3 Pints of Beer 

Bread made up the bulk of an inmates diet, supplemented at Breakfast with 
gruel or porridge. Workhouse broth usually used the water that was used to 
boil the meat mixed with a few onions or turnips. If you were lucky you might 
get meat and potatoes for dinner but for several days a week it might be just 

bread and 
cheese. 

Meals were 
usually eaten 
in large 

communal 
dining halls. 

Workers 
often sat in 
rows, all 
facing the 

same 
direction with 

men and women in separate halls. The halls were even equipped with scales 
so that inmates could get their food weighed if they thought it was below 
regulation weight. 

There were many stories about the standards of the food in the workhouses. 
The gruel cauldron was blamed for outbreaks of diarrhoea amongst inmates 
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and in 1845 the terrible conditions were highlighted at the Andover 
workhouse. Workers were seen fighting over the scraps of decaying meat and 

marrow on the bones they were 
meant to be crushing. 

The activity which occupied the 
vast majority of any inmate’s time in 
the workhouse was of course work. 
The women did mostly the 
domestic jobs such as sowing, 
spinning and weaving. They would 
also help in the kitchen or laundry 
and tend their gardens which 
provided food for the workhouse. 
The men were joiners, slaters, 
upholsterers, and blacksmiths to 
mention just a few jobs. In more 

rural areas stone-breaking was a particularly gruelling job for the men of the 
house. 

As has already been stated the workhouse was not a prison and workers 
were free to leave however many were long term residents. A Parliamentary 
report of 1861 found that, nation-wide, over 20 percent of inmates had been in 
the workhouse for more than five years. These were mostly consisted of 

elderly, chronically sick, and 
mentally ill paupers.  

When an inmate died in the 
workhouse the Guardians 
would arrange the funeral, if 
the workers family did not wish 
to do so. The burial would be 
arranged in a local cemetery 
using the cheapest possible 
coffin (right) and an unmarked 
grave. Often several coffins 
would be placed in the same 
location. Unclaimed bodies 
could also be donated for use 
in medical training and 

research. 

Conditions inside the workhouses did improve, mainly due to the efforts of the 
Workhouse Visiting Society. From 1870 onwards books, newspapers, toys 
and snuff for the elderly was allowed. Living conditions inside the house were 
often healthier than in much of the poor housing at the time. Some workers 
were even allowed wirelesses in their rooms and had trips to the cinema. 
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By 1930 workhouses were officially abolished although some evolved into 
“Public Assistance Institutions” which continued to provide care for the elderly, 
infirm and destitute. 

Escaped from Whitehaven Workhouse on 12 May: James 
Montgomery, age 19, 5ft 11in high, short brown hair, "much pitted with 
the Small-Pox"; was wearing a light drab-coloured coat & breeches 
when he left. He is a native of Ireland, and a miller by trade. 20s reward 
"over and above what is allowed by Act of Parliament" to anybody who 
can capture him "and secure him in any of his Majesty's Goals". John 
Dent.
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Silloth R.A.F  
 
 

 
 
Pictured left - Hangar D12. A more modern 
hangar than the  
"C" - type, it was manufactured from reinforced 
concrete. 
 
Before the start of the war Silloth saw the 
arrival of construction workers building an 

airfield for a maintenance unit. This was joined by Coastal Command and 
hundreds of young fliers came to Silloth to hone their skills. 
 
Silloth aerodrome, Cumbria was opened in June 1939 as a Maintenance 
Command station, storing new aircraft. The station was soon transferred to 
Coastal Command with the 22 Maintenance Unit remaining as a station within 
the aerodrome. 
 
It was at Silloth that the "Silloth Trainer" was developed. Consisting of a 
Hudson fuselage with electrics and pneumatics fitted to simulate instrument 
readings, engine sound, and movement for "realistic" training. The device was 
one of the predecessors of the modern flight simulator.  
 
The accident rate among trainee aircrews was very high and from about 1942 
onwards the Solway Firth was becoming known as Hudson Bay because of 
the number of aircraft lost. 
 
One particular accident was described by an eyewitness. 
 

“One aircraft coming into land landed on top of an aircraft about to take 
off, resulting in a fireball, the smell of burnt flesh is indescribable and 
yet unforgettable”. 

 
Inevitably there had to be funerals as the graveyard at Causewayhead bears 
witness, and the memories of these are recalled by another man, R Witton. 
 

“My day off was always Thursday – funeral day – and the funeral party 
formed up just behind my bunk. Nearly every Thursday I was woken up 
about 10 o’clock with the station band playing the Dead March in Saul. 
I grew to hate that tune. The pal bearers were said to feel the coffins 
were full of bricks because there was never anything left from those 
fires. Sometimes one day was not enough in which case there would 
be funerals another day as well, probably Tuesday.” 

 
Over 100 Hudson accidents are listed at the Solway Aviation museum near 
Carlisle. These were not all fatal, but those pilots who did perish were buried 
in a separate section within the cemetery. There were many different 
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nationalities and of the 62 war graves in the cemetery at Causewayhead, 18 
of which were Canadian. 
 
After hostilities ceased, the aerodrome, was handed back to No: 22 
Maintenance Unit and the site was used largely for scrapping and storage. 
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People of Silloth 

Blome Herwart 
 
Within the airmen section of the Causewayhead cemetery there was one 
German buried, Blome Herwart who was interred on the 14th July 1942, aged 
21. He was exhumed on the 26th August 1962 under licence for re-interment 
at Cannock Chase military burial ground to be with other German war dead. 
 
 

Thu last week: "as one Mary Bell was loading hay for Mr. Henderson, 
of Applegarth, in Holme Coultram, she jumped off a cart load and 
unfortunately light upon a pitch fork, which run into her body, and 
notwithstanding Mr. Henderson sent immediately for a surgeon, and 
gave her every assistance in his power, she expired the next morning 
in great agony." 

 
 
Alexander Black Ramsey, aged 43 
Stanley Graham, aged 19 
John Joseph Johnstone, aged 47 
Joseph Bell, aged 37 
 
During the Second World War, the RAF manned Air-Sea Rescue launches 
based at Silloth were used primarily for the rescue of the occupants of the 
ditched warplanes operating from the many aerodromes in the area. The 
launches would also of course assist any distressed seamen if called upon. 
 
At Silloth after the RAF launches departed, it fell upon the shoulders of the 
local Fire Brigade to assist if possible at emergencies along the shoreline. 
 
It was on a stormy night, 10th December 1956, when four of Silloth’s 
volunteer firemen/ lifeboat men lost their lives in an open boat, responding to 
a false alarm that someone was thought to be in difficulties out on the 
Skinburness marshes. Their boat was presumed swamped by the rough seas 
and the four firemen drowned. 
 
All four men were subsequently interred in single graves side by side in 
section K3 in Causewayhead cemetery. 
 
 

Last Thu: "the greatest hunt, near Ouze Bridge, ever known in that part 
of the county; John Spedding, Esq.; Miles Ponsonby, Esq.; and many 
of the neighbouring Gentlemen were on the field with 60 couple of 
houndogs, they ran 12 hares and killed 9 of them. - An elegant 
entertainment was provided at Mr. Birbeck's, in the afternoon, where 
near 100 persons dined, and concluded the evening 'With Joy and 
Friendship round the flowing Bowl'." 
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Cecilia Leitch 
 
Charlotte Cecilia Pitcairn Leitch, better known as 
Cecil, was born in Silloth in 1891. She was the 
daughter of a local doctor and one of three sisters 
who excelled at golf. 
 
All three went on to achieve national caps, two won 
national championships and one, Cecil, became the 
best lady golfer in the world. She dominated the 
game of women’s golf around the First World War 
and transformed the way women played golf.  
 
At the time Cecil Leitch was excelling, the women of 
the time “swung pretty”. Cecil had a distinctive 
swing, hitting long hard and straight. Her style was 
said to have been modelled by the long narrow 

fairways and “handkerchief” greens of Silloth Golf Course. 
 
She won the first of her four British Ladies Amateur Golf Championships in 
1914 and she may have gone on to win more had her career not been 
interrupted by World War I. She won three consecutive titles on either side of 
the war and won her record fourth and last in 1926, a record which still holds 
today. 
 
Cecil went on to win 12 national titles. She also won five French Ladies 
Amateur Golf Championships and one Canadian Women’s Amateur Golf 
Championship. 
 
Cecilia Leitch died in 1977, but will always be remembered as one of Silloth’s 
most famous daughters. 
 

Sat night prev., a shoemaker's shop in Church-Street, Whitehaven, 
was broken into and several pairs of shoes stolen. 

John Ostle 

John Ostle was born in 1828 at Newtown 
and farmed at the Nook Border Farm. During 
his working life John Ostle kept a journal, 
recording all the events, both mundane and 
momentous, of a Quaker farmer’s life. He 
wrote at length about the building of the 
Carlisle to Silloth Railway and Silloth Docks. 
His journals have since become an important 
source of information for local historians. 

The following is Ostle’s account of a trip on 
the new line: 
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I went to Carlisle by the Silloth line. The first 
time I have got. It is pretty easy but very 
slow, there is so many stops. The buildings 
are going on daily. Two steam engines 
driving piles. Last week the sea was very 
rough. It broke twenty-seven piles. There 
was a brig came on shore near Beckfoot. 
They call her the Derwent of Workington. 
She discharged at Draughrinhay in Ireland 
and put past Workington. They had about 
nine feet of water in her ballast. Twelve 
geese, three bantams. Several were 
drowned, Captain Hodgson and his wife, 
one prentice and five or seven Pats. They 
threw the ballast out and stopped up the 
holes and got off to sea with the aid of the 
steam tug from Maryport. She laid about 
one week, they escaped surprisingly.  

Nominations for Sheriff of Cumberland: Robert Watters of Whitehaven; 
Humphrey Senhouse of Nether Hall; & John Briscoe of Crofton, Esqs. 

Mary Armstrong 

Buried in Quaker burial ground in Beckfoot 

Mary Armstrong was born at Wigton in 1848 and went on to marry Joseph 
Armstrong who was a tailor and grocer in Newtown. Around 1900 however, 
Mary left her family and went to live alone in a cottage at Hailforth. 

Mary became better known as “Postie Mary” and for many years delivered 
letters around Mawbray. Everyday she would walk the fields to Edderside with 
the mail although her punctuality and reliability was questionable. Some 
people say that she never missed a delivery despite walking with a limp while 

her descendants claim she only 
delivered letters when she felt 
like it. 

Before Mary left her family the 
Armstrong’s had nine children. 
One of her daughters, Jane, had 
a son called Joseph William. 
When he was only 16 he lied 
about his age so he could join 
the 7th Battalion of the Border 
Regiment and fight in the First 

World War. He was killed in France on May 4th, 1917 
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Joseph is remembered in Etaples Military Cemetery and his name is 
engraved on the war memorial in Holme St Cuthbert’s Church. 

Mary herself died in 1920 and is buried in a Quaker burial ground in Beckfoot. 

‘Stolen or strayed, night of Sat 28 Dec 1776, from the grounds at 
Monkrey, near Whitehaven: dark Bay Gelding, rising 7 years old 
(described), branded with an iron- circle with 4 lines crossed in the 
centre, two of which extend above the circle to form a dart-point. 
Information to Joseph Greenhow, farrier of Whitehaven, leading to 
retrieval, will be "handsomely rewarded" and expenses paid.’ 
 

Edward I 

Entrails buried at Holm Cultram Abbey 

 

Edward I was born on June 17, 1239 and 
reigned as king from 1272 to 1307, ascending 
the throne of England on November 21, 1272, 
after the death of his father, King Henry VIII. 

Edward was popularly known as “Longshanks” 
because of his 6 foot 2 inch height, and the 
“Hammer of the Scots”. His tombstone read 
“Here is Edward I, Hammer of the Scots.” 

Edward I is remembered as the monarch who 
conquered Wales and kept Scotland under English domination during his 
lifetime. In one campaign in 1300 he used Skinburness as his naval supply 
base. His army of 6,000 men made their camp at Kingside hill near 
Abbeytown. The army then went on to capture Caerlaverock Castle near 
Dumfries. 

Edward made his last trip to the region in 1306, on his way to put down the 
rebellion of Robert the Bruce. Edward I stayed at Holm Cultram Abbey on July 
6th, 1307, and the next day set off to cross the Solway on his way to Scotland. 
Edward I now was old and very ill and only got as far as Burgh by Sands 
before he died. While his body was taken back to be buried at Westminster 
Abbey his entrails were buried at Holm Cultram Abbey. 

 

A monument to Edward I can be seen to this day at the place of his death on 
Burgh-by-Sands marshes. The grand pillar (see picture on next page) was 
erected by the Duke of Norfolk in 1685. 
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Sir Walter Scott 

Memorial at Holme Cultram Abbey, Abbeytown  

Walter Scott was born in 1826 at the Wheatsheaf Inn, 
Abbeytown. He was the second of six children and 
enjoyed minimal education. 

In 1849 he established his own business in Newcastle 
as a builder and contractor. He specialised in railway 
and dock construction. 

In 1882 he took over the Tyne Publishing Company. 
Scott had been engaged to build a printing factory for 
the company before the company failed in 1882. Scott 
then took on the business in lieu of payment for the 
factory, which went on to flourish. 

Railway work was still Scott’s mainstay and he built the 
first deep underground tube railway in London with 
engineer, James Greathead. The line was opened in 
November 1890 by Edward, Prince of Wales. 

Before he died Scott had a seat on the boards of at least 18 different 
companies. He was a councillor and JP for Northumberland and was created 
a Baronet in the king’s birthday honours for 1907. 

There is a magnificent window in Holm Cultram Abbey Church in memory of 
Scott’s first wife who died in 1890. Scott himself died in April 1910 while on 
holiday in France. He left £1,424,000 and was one of only fifteen self made 
millionaires in Britain before 1939. His one memorial is the restored oak 
ceiling of Abbeytown Abbey. 

Unfortunately the Abbey was destroyed as a result of an arsonist on Friday 
the 10th of June 2006. 

Last Sunday, Dr Dixon snr. of Whitehaven was thrown from his horse 
while crossing the slightly swollen River Ellen (returning from visiting a 
sick person at Mary Port) a little above the wood bridge. He was pulled 
out downriver of the bridge, almost dead, by some people who saw his 
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horse galloping towards the town. He was carried to the Lion Inn (Mr 
Nelson's) and is recovering. He gave 6 guineas to the man who pulled 
him out. 

William Whitelaw 

William Whitelaw was president of Silloth 
Golf Club from 1970 until his death in 1999. 
His home for many years was the mansion 
of Ennim just outside the village of Great 
Blencow near Penrith. 

Whitelaw was born in Nairn and was 
educated at Winchester and Trinity College, 
Cambridge, where he won a blue for golf.  
After finishing his education Whitelaw joined 
the British Army and became a Major in the 
Scots Guards during the Second World War. 
He went on to be awarded the Military Cross. 

He started his political career, after early 
defeats as a candidate for the constituency of East Dunbartonshire, by 
becoming MP for Penrith and the Borders in 1955. He represented that 
constituency for 28 years. 

Whitelaw then moved onto national government and in 1972 Edward Heath 
appointed him as the first British Secretary of State for Northern Ireland. After 
one year in the post he left to become Secretary of State for Employment. 

The conservative party lost power in February 1974 and soon after Heath 
appointed Whitelaw as Deputy Leader of the Opposition. After a second 
general election defeat Heath called a leadership election in 1975. Whitelaw 
refused to run against Heath, but when he was unexpectedly knocked out of 
the contest in the first round by Margaret Thatcher Whitelaw entered the 
contest. While he to was knocked out by Thatcher he still retained his position 
of Deputy Leader. 

In 1979 Whitelaw was appointed Home Secretary in Thatcher’s new 
government. He presided over the Toxteth and Brixton riots. 

In 1983 Whitelaw received a hereditary peerage in order to become Lord 
President of the Council and the Leader of the House of Lords. 

During his time as Deputy Prime Minister and Leader of the Lords, Margaret 
Thatcher famously said “every Prime Minister needs a Willie”, and it was 
Whitelaw who managed to dissuade Thatcher from going to Leeds to 
personally take charge of the Yorkshire Ripper inquiry personally. 
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Whitelaw was forced to resign due to ill health after a stroke in 1987 and 
during his retirement he was a chairman on the board of governors at St. 
Bees School until his death in 1999. 
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People of Cockermouth 

William Davidson  
 
Buried in Section A Grave No. 122 
 

William Davidson was governor of the 
Cockermouth Union Workhouse for 22 
years and died aged 68 years. He was 
buried on the 19th of November 1865. 
 
The first Cockermouth workhouse was built 
in about 1746 on Skinner Street, on the 
bank of the Tom Rudd Beck. It was known 
as "Three Briggs Hall" from the three 
bridges nearby. 
 
A report by Eden in his 1797 survey of the 
poor in England stated:  
 
The Poor of this parish are chiefly 
supported in a large and commodious 
Workhouse, which can take 150 persons. It 
is placed a little out of the town in an open, 

healthy situation, and was opened on the 28th October, 1793. The effect on 
the rates has been a saving of over £252 yearly. Every possible attention is 
paid to the Poor, and such as have need of parochial assistance are 
comfortably and amply provided for, but a Workhouse, with all its comforts, is 
not attractive, and perhaps this is the principal cause of its being highly 
beneficial. 
 
Cockermouth Poor Law Union formally came into being on 1st December 
1838 and serviced a large area of Cumberland. The population falling within 
the Union at the 1831 census had been 31,835 with parishes ranging in size 
from Ribton (population 26) to Workington (6,415) and Cockermouth itself 
(4,536). 
 

In 1840-3 the Union erected 
a new              workhouse on 
a site to the south of 
Cockermouth between 
Gallowbarrow and Sullart 
Street, with the first part 
opening in June 1841. Its 
original cost was £4,000 but 
an additional £500 was spent 
on improvements, with an 
additional east wing and 
fever hospital being added in 
1847 at a cost of £600. 
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(Pictured above: Cockermouth workhouse site 1923) 
 
Many of the inmates who died within the workhouse were buried within 
Cockermouth cemetery however as the institution serviced a wide area many 
more inmates would be buried in different locations throughout the region.  
 
From the beginning of the burial records in Cockermouth cemetery on June 
4th 1856, to the last entry from the workhouse on the 30th May 1933, 2289 
people were buried in Cockermouth cemetery that died within the workhouse. 
The first recorded burial from the workhouse was a baby of just 8 weeks, Jane 
McLennan, on the 4th June 1856. She was just the third person to be buried 
within the cemetery. The last entry from the workhouse was Owen McKenna 
who died aged 62. 
 
Over those 77 years it amounts to roughly 30 people per year from the 
workhouse being buried; however during November 1907, in just one month, 
12 burials were recorded. Of course many more inmates of the workhouse will 
have died before records began for Cockermouth cemetery and those will be 
buried in various churchyards in the region.  
 
The entries in the burial records varied the name of the institution from, 
originally The Cockermouth Union, to The Cockermouth Workhouse, and 
finally on the 6th November 1919 to 28 Sullart Street. 
 
 

"Yesterday a large Otter was taken in the River Derwent, near 
Cockermouth, which weighed two stone, and measured from head to 
tail above four feet." 

 
 
Captain Joseph Hamilton 
  
Commemorated in Section A grave No. 196 
 
The captain was lost at sea with his ship “Lady Bentinck of Whitehaven”. The 
Lady Bentinck was a 185 ton brig built at the shipyard of John Scott in 
Whitehaven.  She was launched on the 8th March 1836. In 1840 she was 
owned at Whitehaven by her master, Capt. Joseph Hamilton, Anthony Bell 
and others. She was lost with all her crew on the Liverpool Banks, sometime 
in the 1840's. The captain is commemorated within Cockermouth cemetery. 
 
 

“Mr Hinke of the Pheasant Hotel, Peel Wyke held his first picnic of the 
season yesterday under the most discouraging circumstances as rain 
fell for the greater part of the day, deterring numbers of people from 
being present. Prizes were given for several sports, the principle of 
which was a rowing match and a trotting match. The band of the 
Cockermouth Rifles were aloes engaged for dancing.” 
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Robinson Mitchell 
 
Buried in Section A Grave No. 41 
 

Robinson Mitchell was the founder of 
Mitchell’s Auction Co. which was 
established in 1873 as a multi discipline 
firm serving the needs of the local 
community as auctioneers of livestock, 
furniture and fine arts as well as providing 
land and estate agency services. The 
Company has steadily evolved over the last 
130 years and has recently re-located its 
livestock and land agency division to an 
agricultural park on the outskirts of 
Cockermouth. 
Robinson Mitchell, born in 1821, was the 
seventh and last child of Bobby and Nancy 
Mitchell. Bobby was a clog and boot maker 
and Robinson was eventually apprenticed 
to his father and once freed from his 

indentures, travelled the whole county taking new orders and repairing boots 
and shoes. This arduous work did not yield a large income and often debts 
would begin to mount up as customers failed to pay for the work done. By 
1847 Robinson decided to quit this trade and after a short spell working for 
one of his brothers as a bacon curer, he found that selling was much to his 
liking and by 1849 he had begun selling items of furniture in his own right. 
This was sufficiently successful to persuade him to set up a weekly sale at a 
site close to the (now) Mayo monument in Main Street.  
The business grew too large for a street setting and the sales were moved to 
a wooden shed on The Fairfield, now the site of the St. Joseph's Catholic 
Primary School. Robinson Mitchell was, however, unhappy with the old 
method of selling stock and having toured the whole country he declared, 
"I was tired of seeing the higgling and piggling which it required in order to 
make a five pound bargain". 
He then announced that he would start taking open bids from would-be 
customers on the Fairfield. This is believed to be the foundation of the modern 
method of auctioneering used world-wide.  
As business grew, a purpose-built auction mart was erected in 1865 with the 
adjacent family house (Fairfield House) built in 1868 (now owned by Kitchen & 
Bathroom Design). This was believed to be the first purpose-built livestock 
auction in the country. It was well-served by the new railway which ran 
adjacent to the mart site and business grew to encompass bigger land and 
property sales as well as furniture and household goods sales. 
The saleroom has increased its profile dramatically over the last 15 years and 
having recently been elected to join SOFAA (Society of Fine Art Auctioneers 
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and Valuers) is regarded as a leading provincial auction house. Membership 
of SOFAA coincided with the firm’s record sale at just over £500,000. 

 
A statue commemorating 
Robinson Mitchell now 
stands outside the new 
Sainsbury’s building on the 
site of the old Mitchell’s 
auction and a stained glass 
window was erected in 
Christ Church by his 
relatives in the south side 
of the chancel.  
(Left: Memorial to 
Robinson Mitchell outside 

the Sainsbury’s store, built on the site of the Mitchell’s livestock market in 

South St). 
The window is composed of the two lights portraying the saviour as “The 
Good Shepherd” and his charge to St. Peter “Feed my Lambs” surmounted by 
a quatrefoil in which is represented “Christ’s Baptism”. In the bottom portion of 
the window is introduced the following inscription, “To the Glory of God and in 
memory of Robinson Mitchell – died 3rd January 1888, a man of marked 
integrity and a benefactor to the poor of his parish, erected Feb. A.D. 1890.” 
The dedication was conducted by the rev, Canon Sherwen and the Rev. T. 
Knowles, Vicar, on Sunday. The Canon paid a tribute to the memory of Mr 
Mitchell. 
 

"On Tuesday morning last a fox was unkennelled, at Blindcrake, near 
Cockermouth, and was chased to Threlkeld, and back to Blindcrake 
where he earthed; and what is very remarkable, on Friday, he was 
again unkennelled and ran to Threlkeld where he was killed by the 
same dogs after having pursued him nine hours." 

 

James Ratcliffe Bleasdale (Cousin Charley) 
 

Buried in Section C 1 Grave No.18 
 
 
James Ratcliffe Bleasdale died on 
the 7th of June 1922. He was the 
editor of the West Cumberland Times 
and was responsible for organising 
Cousin Charley's Children's Carnival 
and May Festival on Thursday, May 
5, 1898,  
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It was a red letter day in the social calendar for many West Cumbrians, not to 
mention those who travelled in to take part in the proceedings. Good news for 
the railway company which laid on special excursions for the occasion. 
 
From Ravenglass, Penrith, Carlisle, Workington, Whitehaven and all points 
between people came. Passengers could leave Workington at either 9.30am 
or 9.35am, depending on which of the two stations they chose to use. 
 
Last train from Cockermouth was at 9.30pm. The cost of a third class same 
day return was one shilling from Workington station, but only nine pence from 
Workington Bridge Station a difference of Twenty five per cent.  So which 
station did canny Workingtonians turn up at? No prizes for answering that 
one. 
 
The frail and the nervous were advised to use the low station to avoid the 
crush. But for a 25 per cent price difference most will have headed for the 
Bridge Station. 
 
The carnival was a major event. It boasted a long list of prestigious patrons 
and patronesses. It was a list of the great and the good of the time. The 
Countess of Lonsdale; Mrs Senhouse, Netherhall; Mrs Hartley, Armathwaite 
Hall; William Fletcher, Brigham Hill; W Ainsworth, The Flosh; J G Dees, 
Floraville, Whitehaven and a host of others. 
 
The grand procession started just after noon, consisting of “cousins” dressed 
in striking costumes. The main features of the parade were: The May Queen, 
with her followers; The Morris Dancers, which featured a group of 50 juvenile 
jumpers; The Cuban War, which depicted the Americans storming a fort in 
Cuba; Robinson Crusoe and Family; Britannia, Queen of the Ocean, and 
Andre and his balloon - plus several brass bands. Once the parade had 
reached the Sandair, the May Queen was crowned, followed by Morris 
Dancing and a musical extravaganza. 
 
It was a great day for escaping from the grim realities of the outside world. 
The economy was going through a sticky patch. The Americans were at war 
with the Spanish. It was doom and gloom in the Far East. There was trouble 
in Ireland. No wonder the local populace was ready to let its hair down. 
 
The following poem was printed in the paper entitled “Cousin Charley’s Day”. 
 

“But now from dear old Cockermouth we must at length depart, 
True joy and satisfaction fill each tender little heart, 
And as on pillows soft and white our weary heads we lay, 
We see again in dreams the sights of Cousin Charley's Day." 
 

In 1940 the son of “Cousin Charley”, James R Bleasdale came back to 
Cockermouth after emigrating to Canada as a boy 17 years previously. He 
returned with the first Canadian contingent of troops for the British 
Expeditionary Force. On the death of “Cousin Charley” seventeen years 
previously Mrs Bleasdale showed great courage in emigrating with her young 
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family of eight children to Canada, and due to her courage and handwork the 
family prospered. At the outbreak of war James volunteered for active service 
 

Sunday last week, at Dobie-Hill in Castle Sowerby, "Mr. Isaac Barker, 
having come home pretty late, ordered his servant to take care of his 
horse --- the young man went into an adjoining barn, and, in his 
attempt to bring away some hay, caught hold of a man's legs, upon 
which he ran and told his master that he believed there were robbers 
on the hay mow. Mr. Barker, having to the amount of 3 or 4 hundred 
pound, in cash, at that time, in the house, took down a gun, and, after 
questioning the servant girl if she had any sweet-hearts to come that 
night, to which she answered no, he loaded it, went to the place with 
his servant, and asked who was there, a person starting up, on his 
knees, answered I'll tell you presently; Mr. Barker, taking that as a 
threat, discharged his piece and wounded one Joseph Wright in the 
groin, who got up, passed them, and walked near half a mile to his 
master's, where he lingered about 17 hours and died. He was servant 
to Mr. Isaac Lowthain, next neighbour to Mr. Barker. --- We have 
received various accounts of the above melancholy affair, some say 
that the young man was asleep and did not hear Mr. Barker call, and 
that he went there by appointment of the servant girl, who, 
notwithstanding she saw her master charge the gun, suffered him to go 
out without acquainting him who the person was: But, however that be, 
it is said, the unfortunate young man forgave Mr. Barker, as he 
believed he did not intend to hurt him." 
 

George Sinclair Freeman (Biddall) 
 
Buried in Section O Grave No. 2 
 

George Biddall died on the 7th of April 
1909 while in Cockermouth during 
one of his famous travelling shows. 
His fame and prestige at the time is 
shown by the large monument, 
erected by his wife, in his honour in 
Cockermouth cemetery. 
 
George Biddall was the youngest son 
of Henry Freeman who married 
Selina Smith, daughter of King 
Ohmy, and travelled with a theatre 
booth around Scotland and the north 
of England. Possibly due to the 
influence of his father in law, George 
Biddall started to exhibit a ghost 
illusion show and advertised it as the 
main presentation. The exhibition 
comprised a two-wagon fronted 
show, with 'Phantospectra Biddall's 
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Ghostodramas' in gold lettering across the top. Some of the adventures and 
experiences that happened to the family in the pre-bioscope days are recalled 
in an article that appeared in the World's Fair following his death in 1909. This 
includes an account of how the locals, believing his show to be responsible for 
bad luck in the area, were convinced that the family had the evil eye. 
 
However, despite this mishap, the show continued travelling, with his children 
helping with the main feature, The Ghost Illusion, and his son Joey performing 
a clowning routine. In 1898, the show was converted for the use of moving 
pictures, and travelled extensively to the major fairs, including Newcastle for 
the 1899  Hoppings and the Christmas festivities, and Cockermouth in 1906. 
 
Biddall’s Ghost Show ran for something like 60 years being part of the scene 
at many Cumbrian fairgrounds, including the annual Workington Fair when it 
was held on the Cloffocks. Biddall was always welcome in Cockermouth 
where he gave free shows for the workhouse inmates and he was a generous 
supporter of Cockermouth nursing home. 
 
George Freeman Biddall died on April 7th 1909 and after the demise of the 
bioscope shows, the other members of the family built up their various 
travelling concerns. The Biddall connection with early cinema continued when 
Victor Biddall, grandson of Henry Freeman, opened permanent cinemas in 
south Scotland. 
 
Thousands were said to have flocked to his funeral in Cockermouth with even 
“Buffalo” Bill Cody said to be among them. Interestingly his body at the time of 
the funeral was described as “badly decomposed and incomplete.” A short 
film of 95 seconds was recorded of the funeral although Buffalo Bill did not 
appear.  
 

Last Mon morning: "a gentleman riding from Cockermouth, over a part 
of the common called Mouta, to the village of Parsonby, the ground, 
though seemingly good and dry, gave way and the horse sunk 'till only 
its head appeared above the ground. Several men were employed for 
upwards of six hours in digging out the horse, which they effected with 
great difficulty. Circumstances of this kind happen frequently on the 
grounds which cover limestone, occasioned, it is said, by large pieces 
of stone falling into cavities similar to those observed, sometimes, in 
limestone quarries." 

 
Morgan Edwards 
 
Mr. Edwards of Tarn Close Cockermouth was well known and highly 
respected by many old scholars and the town as a whole. He died aged 85 
years. 
 
He came from the Liverpool district to Cockermouth, and had a small private 
school until he was appointed Headmaster at All Saints school, which was 
opened January 1st 1869. He held his position until his retirement on July 31st 
1901. 
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In November of that year he received a handsome testimonial to mark his 
long service. The presentation was made by the Rev. Cannon Parker, and 
there was the marked evidence of the great esteem in which Mr. Edwards 
was held. 
 
Formerly Mr. Edwards was a church warden at All Saints for many years. His 
funeral was held at All Saints Church followed by his internment in 
Cockermouth cemetery. 
 

"We hear that the new set of bells, six in number, lately purchased by 
the inhabitants of Cockermouth, were rung this morning, for the first 
time; they gave great satisfaction, and are allowed to be the best in this 
county- the ringers came from Keswick." 

 
James Graham 
 
Buried in Section Q Grave No. 69 
 
Mr. James Graham, who was 58 years of age died at the wheel of a motor 
lorry on Tuesday January 3rd 1940. Mr. Graham was a haulage foreman for 
Thomas Armstrong and Co. Ltd. Cockermouth and was giving a friend a lift 
home. As the lorry was proceeding towards Fitz road the passenger noticed 
the lorry was heading for the side. He called out “mind you’re going into the 
side,” and the lorry pulled up. When he looked around Mr. Graham had fallen 
back unconscious. 
 
Several passers by came to the scene and Dr. Abraham who was near, 
attended to the stricken man, but he was beyond aid and expired in a few 
seconds. 
 
Mr Graham had been in Cockermouth for 24 years, and both he and his wife 
were well known in the Longtown district. Mr. Graham had never fully 
recovered from the death of his wife at Longtown nine months earlier. 
 
He was buried on the 6th January 1940 in Cockermouth cemetery. 
 

A daring attempt to rob and murder was lately made in the house of 
John Benson at Stanger near Cockermouth. A person, in the night-
time, broke in at a back window and opened the front door, in order to 
secure his escape; he then went up stairs, entered the room where 
Joseph the son of John Benson lay in bed, and demanded his money; 
on being answered he had none, the villain then seized him by the hair, 
dragged him out of bed, snapped a pistol at him, which flashed in the 
pan but, happily, did not go off. The young man, by calling out murder, 
alarmed his father and several of the neighbours, but the villain made 
his escape without being discovered." 
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E L Waugh 
 
Mr. Waugh was a solicitor and Cockermouth’s last MP when it was a separate 
constituency. The “Neddy” clock was erected in memory of him. “Neddy” 
became one of Cockermouth’s most prominent features. Standing some 40-
foot high, the structure was placed in Main Street. However as the motor age 
developed “Neddy” became a traffic hazard. With it not being placed centrally, 
cars had great difficulty getting round it and so in 1932, “Neddy” was brought 
down. The explanatory plaque from the clock was fixed to the front of the 
courthouse. 
 

Lost at Cockermouth on 10 May, about noon, "a RED BACKED 
POCKET-BOOK, containing Two Bills of Exchange, value Fifty Pounds 
each." Handsome reward on information to the Chronicle office. "N.B. 
The Book or it's Contents are of no Use to any Person, but the 
OWNER, Payment of the Bills being stopped." 

 
Col. Charles Wyndham 
 
Buried Section 3 Grave No. 73 
 
Charles Wyndham on the passing of Algernon, who died without a male heir, 
was passed Petworth, Cockermouth and the earldom of Egremont. Charles 
was the eldest son of Catherine and William. Charles was a prominent 
politician succeeding Pitt as Secretary of state for the southern department in 
1761 – 63, and through him the Cockermouth estates, including Cockermouth 
Castle came to the present family, the Wyndhams, including Col. Charles 
Wyndham resided in the castle. 
 
Col. Charles Wyndham was born on the 8th October, 1792 and died on the 4th 
April, 1875. He was buried five days later in Cockermouth cemetery aged 87 
years. 

 
"Any person wanting to borrow 1000£ upon a good Mortgage, may 
apply to Mr. THOMAS WEBSTER, Attorney at Law, Cockermouth. 
N.B.The Money will be divided if required." 
 

Sarah Hannah Chatt 
 

 
Buried in Section 3 Grave No. 69 
 
Mrs Sarah Hannah Chatt died at her home, aged 
79 in Ashgrove, Cockermouth. Mrs Chatt was the 
youngest daughter of the late Mr William Irwin, 
draper, of Cockermouth, and was the widow of the 
late Joseph Chatt who was the editor of the West 
Cumberland Times for 33 years. Mrs Chatt was a 
notable contralto singer, and was a member of the 
All Saints Church Choir and the Cockermouth 
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Harmonic Society. She was buried in Cockermouth cemetery on January 2nd, 
1943. 
 

The weather over the past week of June "has been very cold for the 
season" there are several reports from the country south of Egremont 
of a great fall of snow on Mon night (nearly 2 feet deep in places on 
Tue morning) and the mountains around Skiddaw were as well covered 
in snow on Tuesday as they normally would be in February. 

 
Frederick J. Pape 
 
Buried in Section E Grave No. 640 
 
Frederick Pape was born in London on the 9th February 1863, but his 
antecedents were in Abbey Holme. 
 
He settled in Cockermouth in 1895 and remained there until he died, aged 69 
years, on the 5th march 1932. He lived at 26 Main Street and was buried in 
Cockermouth cemetery on the 8th of March. His wife was buried next to him 
on the 20th March 1940. 
 
Frederick was the Chairman of the library Authority, and was instrumental in 
1902 in securing for Cockermouth the Carnegie Free Library building. 
 
He published a book of verse, entitled “Song and Silence”; he was also a wide 
ranging a prolific writer. 
 

Last week "some malicious Persons cut off the tails of two cows", and 
cut the legs and ears of a horse- all grazing on Bransty estate near 
Whitehaven. 

 
George Chatt 
 
Buried in Section N Grave No. 411 
 
George Chatt was born on the 21st March 1838 and originated from Hexham. 
He had a county school education, and then did farming work until he was 
nineteen. He then enlisted in the royal engineers, and was sent out to 
Gibraltar. 
 
As a teenager George began to write poems, and in 1866 he published a 
book of poems. He then took up journalism and became editor of the 
“Hexham Herald”, and in 1872 the editor of the “Lancaster Examiner”, and 
then in 1874 editor of the “West Cumberland Times” in Cockermouth. He held 
this position for 16 years until his death on the 8th November 1890. He was 
buried on the 12th November; a widower aged 52 years in Cockermouth 
cemetery. 
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Last week, at Tarriby, near Carlisle, a boy about five years old, having 
a shirt sleeve button in his mouth, unluckily swallowed it, and 
notwithstanding every assistance was given, he died in the greatest 
agonies about seven hours afterwards." 

 
John Denwood Snr 
 
Buried in Section L Grave No. 257 
 
John Denwood was born on the 12th September 1845 in Cockermouth. He 
was an actor, poet, and song writer. 
 
Before the age of 20 he had his poetry printed in the local press although he 
was a tailor by trade. 
 
His book of verse “Poems on Various Subjects” was published in 1869 and he 
wrote “Boggie Willie” in 1877. In 1885 he wrote “The Cumbrian Brothers”. 
 
He died on the 6th August 1890 and was buried on the 8th of August aged 44 
years. Seventeen years later sections of his verse were published in Carlisle 
and London. 
 

"Last week, a little boy, son of Matthew Stable, in Moor Millom, being in 
a neighbour's house, fell into a kettle full of very hot whey and was 
scalded so much that he died in about twelve hours after." 

 
Wilfred Jackson  
 
Buried in Section 3 Grave No. 316 
 
Wilfred Jackson was a proprietor of J.B. Banks and Son. J. Banks was started 
by John Banks in 1836. His son, also John, joined to make J. B. Banks & Son 
and then it became a limited company on 5 January 1933. 
 
John Banks was not only a successful businessman but also a local 
personality. When the railway was coming to Cockermouth it was initially 
suggested that there be two stations. He argued that a central one would be 
better and cheaper and recommended cutting through the main street, 
creating Station Street and Station Hill. He also influenced national affairs 
suggesting to W.E. Gladstone, at that time the MP for Oxford, that receipts 
should be stamped with a penny stamp (1d). He also proposed that there 
should be control on the ownership of guns: this eventually resulted in the 
introduction of the gun license. 

 
Wilfred Jackson was born in 1884 and 
in 1902 at the age of 16 joined the 
ironmonger business of John Banks. 
He would cycle daily from Tallentire 
(five miles each way) where he lived 
with his parents. Often he would act as 
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the local deliver boy, bringing back things needed by the family’s neighbours 
from the grocer’s, bakers or cobbler’s - all on his bicycle. 
  
In 1923 Wilfred married Daisy Emerson, who had a confectionery business in 
Cockermouth. They settled in Workington. At first he commuted daily by 
motorcycle, but later travelled by bus. Jack (christened Wilfred) was born in 
1926 and, after Daisy sold her business, the family settled in Cockermouth in 
1934. By this time Wilfred had become a partner. Wilfred worked full time until 
major surgery at the age of 72. He resumed work on a part time basis until his 
death at the age of 78. 
Formally of Glen Thorne, Lorton Road, Wilfred Jackson was buried in 
Cockermouth cemetery on the 20th January 1965. 
  

"There is now a Tulip in full bloom, in the garden of Mr. John Nicholson 
at Egremont." 

 
James Alexander Slevan 
 
Buried in Section E Grave No. 385 
 
James Slevan was born in Cockermouth in 1837, and was a tailor’s cutter by 
trade. However he was also a poet and songwriter. Two of his songs were 
“Bess o’Derwent Green” and “The Boy my Heart Loved”.  His poetry was 
never published although it did appear in the local press. 
 
He died on the 16th March 1889 aged 52 years and was buried in 
Cockermouth cemetery on March 18th 1889. 
 

On Sat 23 Aug, about 11pm, as Thomas Dent, carrier, was going from 
Appleby to Penrith, "he was attacked by two footpads near the 
Countess Pillar, on the road leading to Templesowerby, who robbed 
him of his purse containing about four pounds". It was found that they 
had also robbed a scarecrow in a nearby field, stealing its clothes to 
disguise themselves for the real robbery. It is said that Dent "has some 
knowledge of one of them". 
 

Humphrey Patricius Senhouse 
 
Buried in Section K Grave No. 255 
 
Humphrey Senhouse lived at The Fitz in Cockermouth. He died aged 53 and 
was buried on the 30thJanuary 1914 in Cockermouth cemetery. 
 
Humphrey Patricius Senhouse descended from the landowner Humphrey 
Senhouse of Maryport. See “People of Maryport” for more information. 
 
 

Last Tue afternoon "Mr. Jonathan Moorhouse, of Newton, near Penrith, 
a reputable honest man, in the absence of his family took an 



People of Cockermouth  Page 35 

The Past People of Allerdale  Page 35 

opportunity of putting an end to his own existence." Inquest verdict, 
lunacy. 

 
Jonathan M. Denwood 
 
Buried in Section 5 Grave No. 63 
 
Jonathan Denwood was born on the 10th January 1869. He served an 
apprenticeship as a draper but later became a tailor. He lived in Cockermouth 
at 72 Kirkgate. 
 
He was a poet and author, and with his brother published “Canny Auld 
Cumberland”, “The Shepherds Meet” and “Idylls of a North Countrie Fair”. He 
wrote “Red Ike”, in 1931 which was a great success. He wrote other books 
including “John Peel, “Knights of the Moon”, and “Cumbrian Nights.” 
 
He died on the 29th March 1933 and was buried in Cockermouth cemetery on 
the 2nd April aged 64. 
 

At Carlisle last Sat, wheat sold from 18s to 16s a bushel; oats 6/6 and 
5/4; barley 8/6 and 7/8 

 
John Bolton 
 
Buried in Section N Grave No. 465 
 
Head of All Saints School and later Lorton School, John Bolton was born in 
Cockermouth in 1856 and lived on Mayo Street Cockermouth. 
 
A keen local historian he published “Wordsworth’s Birthplace”. Another 
interest was old customs and dialect, and he wrote dialect stories and 
sketches. Many of his poems were published in the “West Cumberland 
Times”. 
 
Ill health forced him to retire early, and he died in December 1915 aged 59 
and was buried on the 26th December. He was chairman of the Town Council 
in 1903. 
 

Last Tue morning, at Redhow, Loweswater, a servant girl saw a fox 
among the geese as she entered the farm-yard. She informed her 
master, who stationed her at the yard gate with a stick in her hand to 
cut off the fox's retreat (the yard being surrounded by buildings). 
"Reynard being thus put to his shifts, and eager to avoid his enemies, 
jumped on the hog-stye", but a raven which had lived around the farm 
for many years promptly attacked the animal, and "after many hard 
struggles, with bloodshed on both sides, to the great astonishment of 
all present, the fox lost his life." The geese had been confined in the 
yard following a fox attack the previous Saturday, but after the battle, 
the family realised that unexplained incidents over the past couple of 



People of Cockermouth  Page 36 

The Past People of Allerdale  Page 36 

days were the result of the fox having hidden in the cart-house to gain 
easy access to the "protected" birds. 
 

John Townsley  
 
Buried in Section 9 Grave No. 396 
 

John Townsley could have been described 
as a “white faced gypsy”, to distinguish him 
from the stereotypical image of a gypsy as 
swarthy faced, dark haired individual. 
 
John grew up in West Cumbria and in his 
home he would listen to tales about his 
gypsy forebears from his parents and 
grandparents, as John Townsley states. 
 
“There was nothing else to do on a winter’s 
night, except gather round the fire and listen 
to the tales that the elders told us.” 
 
The young John Townsley listened and 
learned, eventually following the ways of 
their dealings, and as a result, there were 

occasions when he sailed close to the legal wind. 
 
John was proud of his Romany heritage and descended from a long line of 
travellers who journeyed through Scotland and the north of England, turning 
their hands to anything that would make a penny. 
 
John was a member of a family of ten with one brother and six sisters. His 
mother and father joined together two of the great, long established Gypsy 
families in the country. His father was a Townlsey, a family originally from 
Scotland, while his mother was a Cumbrian Lowther. 
 
He worked hard throughout his life as he appreciated that work was the 
doctrine by which his family lived. Horses were essential to the business of 
everyday life during the period John was growing up. There was a wealth of 
knowledge about horses in the family of which John took advantage and as a 
result he became a good judge of horses and their potential value, and a 
skilful driver and handler. 
 
With the decline of horse power after World War II he developed his own 
scrap business, building it up from nothing. He lived by his wits and grew a 
reputation for being a shrewd but fair dealer. 
 
During the course of his business life, John Townsley made sufficient money 
to live a luxurious life-style with his wife. 
 
 “I was the first man in Cockermouth to own a new Jaguar” 
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Once he gave up his scrap business, John and his wife Kath took the 
opportunity to travel the world, visiting Romany friends and relatives in many 
different countries. 
 

“When there is a big Romany wedding or funeral, there’s no special 
invitations. Almost a thousand of the best known Romany families just 
converge.” 
 

He finally settled with his wife Kath in a comfortable flat and recorded his 
memories. 
 
He was buried on the 18th of February 2005 in Cockermouth cemetery after 
passing away in the West Cumberland Hospital aged 83 years. 
 

"Last week, in a field belonging to Benjamin Dockery, of Kirkland, near 
Wigton, was taken up, new potatoes the bigness of a small hen's egg--- 
An instance of such forwardness is seldom to be met with. 
 

Earl Mayo 
 

Mayo was M.P for Cockermouth 
between 1857 and 1868. He was of 
Irish descent and was Chief Secretary 
for Ireland three times, 1852, 1858-59 
and 1866-68. He married Blanche J. 
Wyndham daughter of Lord 
Leconfield, who incidentally owned 
land around Cockermouth cemetery. 
They had seven children. 
 
He was appointed Viceroy and 
Governor-General of India in 1869. 
He was assassinated in the Andaman 
Islands in February 1872. 
 
The large white statue to Mayo 
stands proudly in the centre of 
Cockermouth Main Street. It was 
unveiled on the 19th August 1875 and 
cost 800 pounds, which was raised by 
public subscription. 

 
Above: Mayo statue in Cockermouth Main Street 
 
 

Erected last week in one of Sir James Lowther's coal pits, at Howgill 
near Whitehaven, "a machine of a very simple, but useful, construction" 
to aid in the raising of coal "one horse can raise as great a weight as 
two horses without this counter-balance". Cost only 20s to install, 
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maintenance cost 2/6 yearly. "This machine, we believe, is entirely 
new, or at least we know of no other of the kind." 
 

David Starkie 
 
Buried in Section 3 Grave No. 195 
 
David Starkie of St. Helens Street Cockermouth was a veteran follower of 
hound trailing and fox hunting. He personally laid over 100 trails and was a 
keen follower of the Melbreak hunt. He was also employed for many years by 
the County Council. 
 
He died aged 78 in Workington Infirmary and was buried on November 7th, 
1955 in Cockermouth cemetery. 
 

"DYING UTENSILS" 
For sale, available immediately- the utensils and stock of dyeing goods 
from some "convenient Dye-Houses" on the River Cocker, "late the 
Property of ISAAC WILSON, deceased". Utensils generally in good 
repair; the dye-houses "with a good accustomed Shop in Cockermouth 
and another in Keswick Market, are leased 'till Whitsuntide 1780. 
Inquire to John Wilson of Graysouthen, or Thomas Murgatroy of 
Cockermouth "who will shew the Conveniences, &c." 
Anybody indebted to the late Isaac Wilson should settle accounts with 
John Wilson at his house in Graysouthen, or on market days at the 
dye-shop in Cockermouth. Isaac's creditors are requested to send in 
their accounts for settlement. Dated Cockermouth, 7 May 1779. 

 
William Woodville M.D   
 
Buried at Burnhill Fields burial ground, London 
 
William Woodville was born into a yeoman family of Waterend, Loweswater, 
of Quaker stock. His father however moved in 1758 having taken up 
residence in Cockermouth where he was born in 1752. He was sent to the 
Free Grammar school and was then apprentice to a Cockermouth surgeon. 
He then studied medicine at Edinburgh University, graduation in 1775. William 
then proceeded to visit medical schools in France and Holland, after which he 
started a medical practice in Cockermouth while living in Papcastle. 
 
It was in Papcastle one night; he was aroused by loud shouting and saw a big 
man standing outside his house. The episode ended with the man being shot 
and killed. This caused much animosity, and the doctor decided to move to 
London where he was appointed physician at the Middlesex Dispensary. 
 
The encounter was reported in the “Cumberland Chronicle” and is stated 
here. 
 

To lay various rumours to rest, the Chronicle publishes a detailed account 
of "the late unfortunate affair, at Papcastle" on 9 Jan. At 11.30 in the 
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evening, Dr Woodville, who was sitting up reading, noticed two men 
passing the front windows of his house, then heard noises at the kitchen 
door from the back yard. Seeing the door latch move, and a face at the 
window, he opened the door and the men ran away. They did not answer 
his calls asking who they were and what they wanted, but shortly 
afterwards, they returned, and again tried to enter the house. To scare 
them away, the Doctor took down a gun, and the next time a face appeared 
at the window, he pushed the barrel out through the opening. It was loaded 
and cocked, and this action unfortunately caused it to fire. The man died 
"soon after" and the Doctor roused his household (his mother- the actual 
owner of the house, his grandfather- "a very infirm old man", and a maid-
servant). The servant explained that the dead man was her relation William 
Tickel, whom she had arranged to meet, with his friend, at some time 
around 9 or 10pm. The deceased was actually "an industrious young man 
of good character". 

 
In 1792 he became physician to the small pox Hospital, and held this position 
for the rest of his career. From 1790 to 1794 he published a “Medical Botany” 
of 274 coloured plates. Thirty-eight years later, when the revised third edition 
appeared, it had grown to five volumes. Medical Botany has been described 
as "the best work in English on medical herbs of its time." 
 
Woodville’s other major work was never completed but the first volume of The 
History of the Inoculation of the Small Pox, in Great Britain was published in 
1796. The second volume was abandoned due to the discovery of the 
vaccination method by Edward Jenner (1749-1823) in that year. 
 
Woodville was a lifelong member of the Society of Friends and after his death 
at the hospital on March 26, 1805, was buried in the Friends’ burial ground at 
Bunhill-fields. 
 

"On Wednesday last the body of a man was found, cast on shore, nigh 
St. Bees, his face being much disfigured it is thought he had been 
several days in the water, he had on a blue frock, a white waistcoat 
above a blue one, and a pair of plated buckles in his shoes; he had a 
box in his pocket with the name ---- Graves on it. He was interred, at 
St. Bees, with all the solemnity the melancholy circumstance required. 
It is very probable this unfortunate person had been a passenger on 
board some vessel in this channel." 

John Wordsworth   

Buried at All Saints Church Cockermouth 
 
John Wordsworth, the father of William Wordsworth is buried within the 
grounds of All Saints Church. John moved to Cockermouth as agent to Sir 
James in 1764, and in 1766 married Anne Cookson and moved rent free into 
what is now known as Wordsworth House. Here four sons and a daughter 
were born – Richard (19 August 1768), William (7 April 1770), Dorothy (25 
December 1771), John (4 December 1771) and Christopher (9 June 1774). 
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Their mother died on 8 March 1778 when William was eight, and he spent 
most of his time with relatives in Penrith. His father died in Wordsworth House 
five years later on 30 December 1783. In 1784 all the children finally left the 
house to be cared for by relations. 
 

"A gentleman coursing on his own manor, in Millham, lately, killed a 
hare which weighed before drawn 9lb. 11oz. We hold this worthy of 
remark, as the hares in this county are generally from 7 to 8lb." 

 
Fearon Fallows  
 
Buried in South Africa 
 
Fearon Fallows was born in Cockermouth in 1879. He became astronomer to 
King George IV and founded the royal observatory at the Cape of Good Hope 
in South Africa. 
 
He was a brilliant Cambridge mathematician, astronomer and clergyman who 
had studied books on maths while working on his fathers loom. 
 
When Fearon Fallows arrived in South Africa he had been put in the wrong 
place with no way of getting his astronomical instruments to Cape Town, 
except by putting them in a ship at his own expense. 
 
From his government granted hut at Algoa Bay, Fallows began looking at the 
southern stars. His results appeared to catalogue 273 'principal fixed stars' in 
the 1824 Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society. 
 
Building a permanent observatory would prove difficult. . Most possible sites 
were bedevilled by sand and dust storms or local 'tablecloth' clouds which 
meant finding the right location took more than a year. Three further years 
went by as the Admiralty Office mislaid and redrew the plans. The chosen site 
also turned out to be owned by several different people, who each had to be 
paid off to avoid legal action. There were, fortunately, no dust storms because 
the building site was between the swampy areas created by the Liesbeek and 
the Black River, on a barren rocky mound crossed by cattle trails - and justly 
known as Snake Hill. In just one day, Fallows saw 90 snakes killed by his 
digging crew. 
 
Thirty tons of lead for the roof had to be moved over bad roads to the new 
building, as well as huge stones for mounting the permanent instruments. 
Teak for construction had to be bought quietly so that the merchant who 
owned the only available supply didn't raise the price beyond reach. It was not 
until 1829 that the main instruments could be used for the 'improvement of 
practical astronomy and navigation' so that the work of the Royal Greenwich 
Observatory would be complemented by the efforts of His Majesty's 
Astronomer at the Cape of Good Hope. 
 
He died on July 25, 1831, just three weeks after his 43rd birthday, from scarlet 
fever and overwork. He is buried in front of his observatory. 
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Tolls of the Kirk-Gate turnpike gate at Cockermouth will be let by 
auction to the highest bidder at the house of John Meels, innholder in 
Cockermouth, 17 Feb, noon-3pm. The tolls were let the last 3 years for 
$80 yearly rent. John Wren, clerk to the trustees. 

 
Fletcher Christian  

Thought to be buried in Pitcairn Island 
 
The tale of the Mutiny on the Bounty has been told in at least three major 
Hollywood films and was undoubtedly one of the most 'exciting' events in the 
history of the navy. It was led by a man born in West Cumbria. 
 
Fletcher Christian was born on September 25, 1764 
into a prominent family at Moorland Close, near 
Cockermouth and was carried over the hill to 
Brigham church for baptism on the same day. 
 
Not far from the Lake District, Moorland Close - 
inherited from the family of Christian's mother - is on 
the summit of a hill that slopes to the river Derwent 
and Cockermouth. According to some locals, 
Moorland Close had "dog kennels better than most 
people's houses." 
 
Christian's father was brought up in the 42-bedroom Ewanrigg mansion at 
Maryport and was a member of the well-off Christian family of Milntown on the 
Isle of Man. 
 
Fletcher Christian was educated at Eller Cottage, Cockermouth Free 
Grammar School - at the same time as poet William Wordsworth who was six 
years his junior - and St Bees School, near Whitehaven. 
 
His mother, Ann, was widowed when he was four and bankrupted when he 
was 16, which was when he ran away to sea. 
 
He shipped on the Cambridge, on which William Bligh (1754-1817) was sixth 
lieutenant. According to Bligh, Christian was five feet nine inches tall with a 
very dark brown complexion, dark brown hair, was strong made, bow-legged, 
of a nervous disposition and subject to violent sweating. 
 
In 1787, Bligh was given command of three year old merchant vessel The 
Bounty, his mission to transport breadfruit from Tahiti to the West Indies. The 
boat set sail on December 23 and on April 28, 1789, the infamous mutiny took 
place. Christian and 17 members of the crew seized the ship and cast Bligh 
and 18 loyal crew members adrift in an open boat in the middle of the Pacific 
Ocean. The captain, however, was a superb seaman and sailed the 3,618 
nautical miles from Tofua, one of the Friendly Islands to Timor, Java, without 
any loss of life in 47 days. 
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The warship HMS Pandora was sent to capture the mutineers and refit the 
Bounty if she could be found. After capturing 14 of the 'pirates', it then spent 
nearly four months searching the South Pacific for Christian and his followers. 
The search took in the Cook, Union, Samoan and Society islands but was 
ultimately unsuccessful 
 
There is little doubt that Christian's feelings for the Tahitian woman Maimiti in 
large part convinced him to take the Bounty. His English name for her, 
Isabella, is said to reflect his feelings for his cousin Isabella Curwen. 
 
He died, aged 29, on October 3, 1793 having probably been shot and clubbed 
to death by natives on the day that his third child, Mary, was born. Rumours 
that he returned to England are unlikely. He is believed to be buried in an 
unknown grave on Pitcairn Island. 
 

Following a day of apparent illness, a parrot which has belonged for 14 
years to Mr Peele, tobacconist of Whitehaven, laid an egg on Saturday 
afternoon. 
 

William Wordsworth  
 
Buried at St Oswald's Church, Grasmere 
 
Poet Laureate William Wordsworth was born on April 7th, 1770 in a Georgian 
house in Cockermouth, now called Wordsworth House. His childhood was 
spent largely in Cockermouth and Penrith, his mother's home town, where he, 
his younger sister Dorothy and his future wife Mary Hutchinson attended the 
infant school between 1776 and 1777. 
 
From 1779 to 1787, he went to the grammar school at Hawkshead after the 
death of both parents and separation from his sister. Here he spent the next 
eight years. It was at this school that he was encouraged to read and write 
poetry. His holidays were often spent with his grandparents in Penrith. 
 
He went on to St John's College, Cambridge, from where he graduated in 
January 1791 having achieved consistently mediocre grades throughout his 
studies.  
 
Having been close as children but lived apart for many years, Wordsworth 
and Dorothy moved into Dove Cottage in December 1799, realising an idea 
that had been dear to them both for many years. Here, Dorothy acted as his 
secretary as he dictated his poetry. 
 
In 1802, he married Mary Hutchinson and the first three of their five children, 
John, Dora and Thomas, were born. 
 
In 1813 Wordsworth and Mary moved to Rydal Mount, where they stayed until 
their deaths in 1850 and 1859. While there, Wordsworth became Distributor 
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for Stamps, a tax gatherer, for Westmorland. In 1820 he published his Guide 
through the District of the Lakes and in 1842 was appointed Poet Laureate. 
 
In 1850 he caught a cold while on a country walk and died on April 23. He and 
Mary, who died nine years later, are buried at St Oswald's Church, Grasmere 
which has become a literary shrine. At the time of his death, Wordsworth was 
considered to be the greatest poet in the world and a national institution. 
 
During his lifetime, Wordsworth - who stood five feet 10 inches tall and was 
described by de Quincey as having a 'mean appearance - wrote 70,000 lines 
of verse, 40,000 more than any other poet. 
 

Last Monday evening at Plumpton near Penrith, a farmer and his wife 
"very imprudently" left their children (aged 4 years and 18 months) 
alone in their house, locked in, while they worked in the fields. On 
returning home in the evening they found both lying dead on the 
hearth- it is believed that the younger had fallen on the fire and the 
older died attempting a rescue. 
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People of Maryport 

Humphrey Pockington Senhouse 
 
Buried in Section E Grave No. 264 
 

Humphrey Pockington Senhouse died at the 
age of 60 years and was buried in Maryport 
cemetery on December 24, 1903. The 
Senhouse name is a famous one in Maryport 
due to landowner Humphrey Senhouse.  
 
Humphrey Senhouse entered Maryport into 
the record books when he obtained an act of 
parliament in 1749 to develop a new town and 
harbour. 
 
At the beginning of the 18th Century Maryport 
was hardly more than a little fishing creek at 
the mouth of the River Ellen consisting of a 
few huts and a farmhouse (now The Golden 
Lion Hotel which hosted Charles Dickens, 

Wilkie Collins and George Stephenson). Maryport was a planned town and 
rapidly expanded with 20,000 inhabitants by the beginning of the 20th century. 
However by 1752 manufacturing was beginning with leases being granted in 

that year for building, quarries furnaces 
and forges. 
 
In 1756 Humphrey Senhouse changed 
the name of the lands known as 
Ellenfoot to Maryport calling the new 
town after his wife Mary. This change of 
name was later to be confirmed in an 
act of Parliament in 1791. 
 
Maryport continued to develop and 

grow with houses numbering 100 in 1774. The year 1784 saw the building of 
the first blast furnace, which rose to a height of 36 feet. 
 
During the first half of the 19th century Maryport boomed. A gas supply was 
connected, the railway was built, ships were registered for the first time and 
the bonded warehouse was built in 1842. 
 
The second half of the century saw Elizabeth 
1857 and Senhouse 1884 docks opened and 
the Maryport and Carlisle railway, which was 
planned by George Stephenson, in 1845. The 
harbour was founded mainly for the export of 
coal to Ireland; however other exports 
included steel rails, stone bar bolts and cast 
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iron from the Solway Iron Works and collieries based in Ellenborough, Flimby, 
Dearham and Aspatria. Shipbuilders’ yards were a common sight, with 
Maryport having the largest docks on the west Cumbria coast until 1927. 
 

Tuesday 11 Mar, "after a long and tedious illness which she sustained 
with the most perfect resignation, Mrs. Spedding, wife of James 
Spedding, Esq; of this Town [Whitehaven], sincerely regretted by a 
numerous acquaintance to whom her affability and cheerful behaviour 
were not the least considerable of the many good qualities she 
possessed." 

 
Douglas Clark 
 
Buried in Section O Grave No. 1032 

 
Douglas Clark was born at 
Ellenborough in Maryport and 
was to become on of the most 
famous sporting sons of 
Cumbria. 
 
His extraordinary and varied 
career as a sportsman was 
reaching its peak at the 
outbreak of World War One. 
He played top flight rugby, 
gaining international honours 
with England, and was also a 
famous and powerful wrestler. 

 
Having excelled all his life at sport he did the same, serving on the front line in 
France in 1917. While collecting wounded comrades at Ypres, he was badly 
injured when a German shell exploded and he suffered 18 shrapnel wounds. 
He was discharged in a wheelchair but within four months was back with his 
unit. After the war he was awarded the Military Medal for his valour during 
combat. 
 
When playing rugby, “Duddy” was a powerful forward, and cost Huddersfield 
only 30 pounds when they signed him at the age of 18 in 1909, 15 pounds 
signing on fee and a further 15 pounds when he got into the first team. 
 
After moving to Fartown he won many individual and club honours. Clark 
played in three Northern Union Challenge Cup finals, which were all won, 10 
Yorkshire Challenge Cup Finals, of which seven were won, five Northern 
League Championship finals (two won) and was a member of the 
Huddersfield teams that won the Yorkshire League Cup six times. 
 
He turned out for Cumberland 31 times and towards the end of his career was 
appointed captain. Clark also played in eight Test matches against Australia, 
touring there in 1914 and 1920 and three against New Zealand. He also 
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played eight times for England in 'ordinary' internationals. 
 
In the 1920 New Zealand test at Wellington, England were losing 10-0 but 
brought the score up to 10-6. Clark then forced his way over for the decisive 
score, which Ben Gronow converted, to give England an 11-10 victory. 

 
 Probably the most memorable of his tests was the 
Sydney game in 1914 which is recorded in rugby 
league records as the Rourke's Drift test - Rourke's 
Drift in Natal being famous for the epic stand made 
by British soldiers against Zulu warriors in 1879. 
The England team was reduced to nine men in the 
second half but managed to defeat the mighty 
Australians. 
 
Clark was one of the casualties of that epic struggle. 
He broke his thumb in the first half but bandaged it 
tightly and went back on the field. Immediately after 

half time, his collar bone went in a tackle and he had that strapped up and 
returned to the field - only to find it was impossible to continue. It’s a tribute to 
him as he tried twice to take to the field and play. 
 
During the Great War he was wounded and gassed at Passchendaele and 
came home, his illustrious sporting career seemingly over. Clark however had 
different ideas and on returning to Huddersfield, within a season he had won a 
place in the rugby league 1920 touring side to Australasia. When he 
announced his rugby retirement after the tour, he had played more than 500 
matches for Huddersfield, 31 for Cumberland and 11 test matches. However 
this was not to prove the end of his sporting endeavours. In first class rugby 
he scored 99 tries and 297 points in total for Huddersfield and 6 tries for 
Cumberland. 
 
In 1930 The Australians toured Cumberland 
and Clark was called on to captain the side. 
The match was played at Workington on the 
7th December and Clark led his side to an 8-
5 victory. 
 
His other remarkable talent was in wresting 
and he won the army wrestling belt outright. 
He also became heavyweight champion of 
the world. In 1934, he fought ‘Dirty’Jack Pye 
who was a crowd favourite, a baddie they all 
loved to hate. But then he wasn't called 
'Dirty' Jack Pye for nothing. Clark defeated 
Pye when Pye attempted a flying leap, Clark 
sidestepped and Pye hit the ropes and 
landing badly on the floor. Clark won the bout winning the title as Pye was 
badly concussed and unable to continue. 
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Douglas Clark died on the 1st February 1951, and was buried on the 6th in 
Maryport cemetery aged 59 years. 
 

Fri last week: "as Mr. William Gash was putting into the harbour of 
Maryport, his boat held against the beech [sic] and he, endeavouring to 
put her off, unfortunately fell into the water, and was so much bruised 
that he died the next morning. He was a young man greatly respected 
and esteemed by all who had a personal acquaintance with him." 

 
Thomas Ismay 

Buried in Thurstanton Churchyard 
 

Thomas Ismay was born on January 7th 1836, at Ropery 
House, Ellenborough Place, Maryport. Ismay was the 
eldest son of shipbuilder Joseph Ismay. 
 
It is believed that in the early 1600s, the Ismay family lived 
in Bromfield before moving west to Maryport. At the age of 
16, Ismay became an apprentice with Liverpool shipbrokers 
Imrie and Tomlinson and later travelled to South America. 
On his return, he began a business trading with Australia 
and then bought the White Star Line, with a view to 
expanding into the profitable transatlantic passenger trade. 

 
In 1859 he married Margaret Bruce and together they had three sons and four 
daughters. By the age of 22, Ismay had amassed capital of £2,000 and within 
a decade was worth nearly 500,000 pounds. When he died in 1899 his estate 
was worth 1.25 million pounds. 

 
In collaboration with William Imrie he founded the 
Oceanic Steam Navigation Company in 1869 to start a 
high quality steamer service from Liverpool to New 
York. He also developed a unique partnership with 
Belfast-based shipbuilders Harland and Wolff, who 
were to build all of the firm's vessels. 
 
Ismay retired from the company, Ismay, Imrie and Co, 
in 1892 but retained the chairmanship of the White Star 
Line, active control of the firm passing to his son 
Joseph Bruce Ismay. By the end of the century, the 
White Star Line was the most powerful British shipping 
company in existence, its vessels trading not only to 
the American continent but to Australia and South 
Africa as well. 
 
Thomas Henry Ismay died at Dawpool, near 
Birkenhead, on November 23, 1899 and was buried in 
Thurstanton churchyard. Many of his descendants are 

buried within Maryport Cemetery. 
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In 1901 Thomas’ son, Joseph Ismay agreed terms with American millionaire 
John Pierpont Morgan under which the White Star Line would form part of the 
International Merchant Marine Company. At that time the 
IMM was led by C. A. Griscom, president of the American 
Line, but in 1904 Ismay, aged 41, succeeded Griscom and 
held that position until 1913. 
 
The world’s largest steamship, the Titanic which hit an 
iceberg while on her maiden voyage from Southampton to 
New York and sank with the loss of 1,522 lives was owned 
by the international Merchant Marine Company and flagged as the White Star 
Line. 
 

"We hear that Mary-port has been, and still is, very much frequented 
this season by numbers of Gentlemen and Ladies, for the benefit of 
bathing; as there is every convenience requisite for accommodating 
even those of the first rank, and the situation healthful and pleasant, it 
is not doubted that Mary-port will shortly be the genteelest place of 
resort, in the North, for those who take the benefit of the salt water." 

 
The Ritsons 
 
John Ritson began building ships on the Ellen in the 1820’s. His sons, Robert 
and William later joined the business. In the 1880’s Ritson and Sons took over 
another noticeable shipbuilder’s, John Peat’s yard. It was the Ritsons who 
transformed Maryport’s shipbuilding industry. Until 1855 all vessels were 
constructed using timber, after this date iron was used. 
 
The last timber ship to be built in Maryport was the Southerfield at Ritsons 
yard, and the first iron vessel, built in the same yard and launched broadside, 
was the 1,426 tons Ellenbank in 1885. Rigging of vessels built in Maryport 
was undertaken by Monkhouse, a local family business. 
 
One of the ships owned by the Ritson yard was ‘The Ritson’. The ship was 
built by Isaac Middleton in 1828, and came into the ownership of John Ritson 
& Co. in 1840. 
 
The story of the ships demise was told in the Ulverston Advertiser on January 
1st 1857. 

 
SHIPWRECK AND EXTRAORDINARY ESCAPE OF THE CAPTAIN - 
A letter from Falmouth announces the total loss of the brig Ritson of 
Maryport, which left Liverpool on the 26th bound for Barbados, with a 
general cargo. She was a brig of 237 tons, and had a crew of seven 
hands on board, one of whom was drowned. The brig foundered on the 
15th instant, having met with a hurricane, attended with a very heavy 
sea, which, on the 13th, started the stern, and did other damage, so 
that on the 15th the crew could no longer keep her afloat, and she 
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foundered. The damage was done in lat. 45 44N. long. 10 44 W. 
Captain Colzier went down with the vessel to a great depth, and was 
on her when she blew up with tremendous force, but happily he rose 
again, and was saved by a spar which came up from the bottom with 
extreme velocity, so as to rise 45 feet above the surface of the sea. 
The crew got away in boats and were picked up by a Dutch vessel. 

By previous standards, Ritson's vessels were of appreciable size, often in 
excess of 2,000 tons. The yard built its last ship, the 2,100 tons steamer 
Acanthus in 1902. 
 
The firm was acquired by William Walker, ship’s chandler of Irish Street, on 
the death of one of the Ritson partners. Between 1902 and 1911 Walker was 
responsible for building twelve vessels to include steam coasters, trawlers and 
barges. Walker sold out the Maryport shipbuilding and Repair Company at a 
time when shipbuilding in the town was declining. S.S. Rhenias was the last 
ship to be broadside launched, and a little time later the last Maryport built 
ship, the S.S. Silverburn was launched conventionally on the 8th August 1914. 
William Walker retained other business interests, and in his dockside iron 
foundry built shell cases during the First World War. 
 

Last Sat, at Dub-Hall, Arlecdon, the Rev. Mr Baxter snr. "who 
commenced curate of that place in the year 1715; and for upwards of 
60 years performed that sacred office with the most religious exactness 
and unwearied diligence: what is very remarkable, for upwards of 50 
years, he was never remembered, thro' sickness or any other 
indisposition, to be absent above one day from his duty. His life was 
exemplary, charitable, sincere, and devout; he reached the reward of 
his labours in the 88 year of his age." 
 

Captain William Harrison 
 
Commemorated in Maryport Cemetery 
 

 
William Harrison was born in Maryport in 
1812. He was to become the commander 
of the “Great Eastern”, which when built 
was the largest vessel in the world, and 
was the first ship of iron. The Captain was 
drowned at Southampton, and to show 
respect to his memory the people of 
Maryport subscribed and erected a 
monument which can be seen inside 
Maryport cemetery. 
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Sat 15 Mar, as Mr Andrew Wilson, a farmer and horse-dealer of 
Rockcliffe, was returning between 7 & 8 pm from Carlisle market 
(where he had had "a good many" horses on sale), two villains, who 
had been hiding behind a hedge, stopped his horse in a narrow lane 
less than 200 yards from Stanwix village. He got loose by spurring on 
his horse, but one of them shot him just below the shoulder with a 
pistol. "The ball has been extracted by Mr. William Graham, surgeon, 
who has great hopes of his recovery." Although many inhabitants of 
Stanwix heard the shot, the villains escaped. 
 

William Mitchell 
 
Buried in Section A Grave No. 273 
 
William Mitchell was born in Ireland in 1823, although he spent most of his life 
in Maryport. He was an acclaimed artist and some of his works are shown in 
the Maryport Maritime Museum. 
 
William Mitchell joined the Maryport and Carlisle Railway in 1840 and became 
foreman painter at the Grasslot engine works. He spent much of his spare 
time painting local Maryport scenes and eventually he left the railway to 
become a full time and highly acclaimed artist. 
 
The Museums collection of Mitchell’s works includes the portrait of the 534 
tons barque Eleanor Wood, the vessel being owned by D. Glaister of 
Maryport. A Breezy Day dates to 1863 showing a moving scene in the Solway 
Firth off Maryport. A Rescue at Sea can be found on the top floor of the 
museum, this dramatic work portrays the courageous work that was 
undertaken by members of the RNLI. 
 
William Mitchell was buried within Maryport cemetery on June 9th 1900. 
 

Stolen or strayed from Dunce in the parish of Eccles, Scotland: a roan 
or iron grey gelding [described; advert also has picture of a man riding 
a horse to the gallows, with the devil mounted behind him]. Reward for 
information leading to retrieval, from Richard Lamb of Kialsick-hill, near 
Carlisle. 

 
The Hine Brothers 
 
Wilfred Hine 
Alfred Hine 
 
Buried in Section L Grave No.226 
 
The Hine Brothers founded the Holme Shipping Line in 1873, and can be 
thanked for helping to give the town prestige and prosperity. Alfred Hine was 
buried in Maryport cemetery aged 61 years on the 19th September 1902. 
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The Hine family were held in high 
esteem. Not only did the brothers 
operate a successful business, they 
acquired extensive grounds at the top 
of the town on Camp Road were they 
built three majestic houses, Camp Hill, 
Park Hill and North Lodge (known 
retrospectively as Hine’s Mansions). 
The architect was Charles Eaglesfield, 
brother of Alfred Hine’s wife Mary. 
 
As well as operating the Holme 
Shipping Line, the Hine brothers acted 
as ship brokers, insurance and 
commission agents, and coal 
exporters. 
 
Wilfred Hine operated a business in 
Liverpool and was the joint owner of 
several vessels before he helped to 

establish the Holme Line. Maryport with its prospering shipbuilding industry 
was the ideal place to support a shipping line. For nearly forty years Maryport 
and the Hine brothers were synonymous. 
 
Sixteen sailing vessels were owned and operated by the Holme Line between 
1872 and 1877. The first was the 516 tons barque called Abbey Holme, which 
was built at Sunderland in 1869 by J Blumer. The Abbey Holme was wrecked 
in April 1890 at South Shields. Whilst being towed from the harbour in a 
strong NE gale her tow parted and she was driven onto the inside of Shields 
Pier, breaking up almost immediately. She was still owned by Hine Bros., but 
registered at Liverpool. 
 
The oldest ship in the fleet was the 336 tons brig Horatio, built by William 
Wallace of Workington in 1824. The largest Holme vessel was the 996 tons 
Castle Holme which entered service in 1876. To show the perils and dangers 
associated with sailing these vessels, nine of the Holme Line’s vessels, 
including the Tom Roberts, were lost at sea. 
 

The Holme Line operated twenty seven steamships between 1876 and 1900, 
the first being the 667 tons Florence Richards, built in Sunderland by J L 
Thompson. Isel Holme (of which there is a painting in the museum) was the 
largest of the Holme steamers at 2,426 tons. Built in 1899 for the Hine 
brothers, she went into service in 1900, and eight years later she was sold to 
the Nautilus Steam Company and renamed Myrtle Branch. In 1900 the Holme 
Line purchased its last steamship Hazel Holme. The 1,979 tons vessel 
remained in service until 1911 when she was wrecked in the Bay of Biscay. A 
number of the steamers were lost, a number while in the service of the Hine 
brothers, others at later dates. 
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The Hine brothers used their sailing ships to trade general cargoes to 
Australia, the vessels returning to the UK with wool. Much of the steamer 
business was connected with the North Atlantic run, taking steel rails from 
Maryport to St Lawrence, Quebec and Montreal. The first rails fro the 
Canadian Pacific Railway were transported from the Senhouse Dock by 
Holme Line ships. 
 

"On Friday night last some persons in this town, under an idea perhaps 
that the Gazette Extraordinary, which arrived here the same day, 
contained an account of some very notable victory gained by his 
Majesty's forces in America, illuminated their Windows. This 
inconvenient, as well as dangerous, manifestation of loyalty did not 
become general. It gave, however, an opportunity (as usual upon such 
occasions) to several disorderly persons to shew their courage by 
valiantly breaking a few of the windows. We hear some of the 
inhabitants intend to keep themselves prepared to give these disturbers 
a proper reception, in case such practices should be again attempted." 

Captain John Rich 
 
Captain John Rich of North Street Maryport was among the most respected 
mariners of the period. Rich was in command of the 894 tons barque Brier 
Holme, a Holme Line ship and a vessel renowned for its expeditious voyages 
between Britain and Australia. It was not uncommon for the ship to reach 
Tasmania in 80 days. In 1904 the barque was engulfed in a violent storm off 
Tasmania’s west coast was destroyed. It would have been Captain Rich’s final 
mission before taking retirement. 
 

To be let, a small shop conveniently situate in the Market-Place, which 
might be very suitable for one who attends on Market Days. 

 
John Mason Kelly 
 

 
John Mason Kelly was born in 1809 and 
became the superintendent of the Baptist 
Sabbath School of Maryport for 28 years. 
The monument was erected in his honour by 
“the teachers and scholars” of the school. 
 
He died on October 18th 1863 aged 54 
years. 
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The Whitehaven ship "Peggy" (Capt. Conkey) has run aground at 
Formby on a voyage from Liverpool to Newry; five passengers were 
drowned and the cargo damaged. 

The Walker Brothers 

Robert Neill Walker 
 
Buried in the Royal Oak Cemetery, Victoria 
 
Robert Neill Walker was born on April 27, 1851 in Maryport. Seafaring was in 
the family’s blood and he followed in his fathers and grandfathers footsteps 
and became a master mariner. His grandfather Wilson Walker was washed 
overboard on the Atlantic in the early nineteenth century, before the birth of 
Robert’s father William. His father, although initially a master mariner later 
established himself as a ship repairer and chandler and went on to become a 
prominent businessman. 
 
Robert Walker received his captain's license from the Japanese government 
in 1876 and served as commander of the Heian-maru, a 450-ton steamer built 
in New York in 1870 as the Kathleen and later sold to the Mitsubishi Mail 
Steamship Company. He served as commander of the Heian-maru (1877-78) 
and Urada-maru (1879-81) and commanded the Hiogo-maru at the time of the 
formation of NYK in 1885. The NYK was formed due to the merger of Kyodo 
Unyu and the Mitsubishi Steamship Company.  
 
In March 1886, after arriving in Nagasaki from Korea on the Hiogo-maru, 
Robert received orders from the NYK head office to take over command of the 
Takachiho-maru, which had just undergone renovations at the Mitsubishi 
dockyards in Nagasaki and had been earmarked for use on the new Nagasaki 
- Vladivostok route planned by NYK. Before the end of the year, Walker had 
purchased the Western- style house at No.31 Minamiyamate overlooking 
Nagasaki Harbour and had brought his wife Sato and children to live in this 
port, probably assuming that Nagasaki would be his hub of activity for many 
years to come. The Takachiho- maru set sail for Vladivostok on March 20, 
1886, and by the time it made its fiftieth voyage in October 1889; Captain 
Walker had become a prominent resident of the Nagasaki foreign settlement 
as well as one of the most respected master mariners working on the Japan 
Sea. 
 
Life for Robert Walker and his young family took a turn for the worse in the 
early hours of May 11, 1891 when rocks off Tsushima Island tore into the hull 
of the ship and threw its still-sleeping passengers out of their cabin beds.  
 
Everyone on board luckily managed to get into lifeboats unharmed, and the 
money and mail bags were saved. Captain Walker spent the next two and a 
half months at the scene of the wreck, trying unsuccessfully to raise the ship 
from its watery grave. Then in late July he proceeded directly to Tokyo to 
attend the court of inquiry into the cause of the accident. Held in two sessions 
in August, the inquiry proved inconclusive. Captain Walker, his chief officer 
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Mr. Howard and some of the crew members giving contradictory accounts 
about the events leading up to the grounding of the ship. One of the crucial 
points was whether or not Captain Walker had issued a standing order during 
the previous voyage from Vladivostok for the whistle not to be blown in foggy 
weather, and whether or not it had been sounded before the accident. 
 
Announcing its decision at the Marine Bureau of the Communications 
Department, Tokyo on August 17, 1891, the court declared the chief officer 
responsible for the accident and gave him a three-month suspension, and it 
found Captain Walker guilty of neglect of duty as commander of the ill-fated 
vessel and suspended his license for six months. 
 
Sato Walker 
 
Buried in Section K Grave No. 299 

 
Soon after his suspension Robert Walker 
decided to leave Japan and return to his 
native Maryport. However things were to 
get worse for Captain Walker. On May 
22, 1894, Sato Walker, his wife, died in 
Maryport at the young age of thirty-six. 
Her obituary in The West Cumberland 
Times of May 26, 1894 stated: 
 
"[Died] at 98, High Street, Maryport, On 
May 22nd, 1894, Sato Walker, beloved 
wife of Capt. R.N. Walker (late of Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha), aged 36 years." 
 
The death certificate preserved in 
Maryport city archives attributes her 
death to "heart disease and general 
dropsy." 
 

In June 1929, R.N. Walker apparently returned to Nagasaki for the last time to 
visit his brother’s grave, to meet his few surviving friends here and to have a 
last look at the harbour and city that had played such an important part in his 
colourful life. He died in Victoria on April 24, 1941; just three days shy of his 
90th birthday, and was buried under a simple grave stone in the city's Royal 
Oak Cemetery. 

 
There is a hen at Highberries in this county which is 30 years old "and 
very fat, tho' for these six or seven years she has not laid any eggs." 

 
 
Wilson Walker 
 
Buried in the International Cemetery, Sakamoto-machi 
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Wilson Walker was the elder brother to Robert Walker. Wilson, like his brother 
also followed his father and became a master mariner. Both the brothers took 
to sea at an early age. Wilson’s absence from the 1861 census suggests he 
left for sea no later than the age of 16 and later, Robert’s absence in 1871 
suggests he followed in his older brothers footsteps. 
 
Wilson Walker’s early experiences included voyages on sailing vessels in the 
South American trade and service on a steamer employed as a transport in 
the war between Paraguay and the Argentine Republic and Brazil. His first trip 
to the Far East was made on the steamer Filipino, which had been built at 
Dumbarton for Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate States of 
America. The collapse of the Civil War, or the intervention of the British 
Government, threw the vessel on the market and the builders sent her to 
Manila in the hope that the Spanish Government would purchase her as a 
mail steamer for the Hongkong - Manila service. The voyage was very 
eventful and on Captain Walker, then little more than twenty years of age, 
devolved the duty of taking the vessel from Batavia to Singapore, the captain, 
chief mate and more than half the crew being sick with fever. When Manila 
was reached the Spanish Government declined to purchase the vessel as the 
guaranteed speed of twelve knots could not be obtained. For about a year the 
Filipino ran between Manila and Amoy, afterwards proceeding to Shanghai 
and Tientsin. From the latter port the vessel was ordered to Japan as it was 
thought that a sale might be affected in this country. Nagasaki was reached in 
1868, and from that time until his death the fortunes of Captain Walker were 
intimately associated with Japan. He left the Philipino at this port and was 
appointed to the command of the Naruto, a steamer owned by Messrs. Glover 
& Co. of Nagasaki. In 1869, he was ordered home to bring out a steam collier 
which Mr. Glover wanted to carry Takashima Coal to Shanghai. On arrival in 
England, however, he found that things had not gone well with the Nagasaki 
firm and no vessel could be purchased, so he obtained the position of chief 
officer on a barque which was being built for Messrs. Holme, Ringer & Co., 
also of Nagasaki. 
 
According to the obituary, Walker returned to Japan in 1871 as chief officer of 
the Holme Ringer & Co. ship and then proceeded to Kobe where he was hired 
by Iwasaki Yataro the founder of what today is Mitsubishi Corporation to serve 
as chief officer on a ship called the Tsuru purchased by Iwasaki's fledgling 
company. 
 
It was this event that initiated Wilson's friendship with the Iwasaki family and 
marked the beginning of the Walker brothers' deep involvement in the 
Japanese shipping industry. 
 
Later the career of Wilson Walker veered away from the ocean because of 
beer (not the consumption but the production thereof). Still a resident of 
Yokohama, Wilson became intimately involved in the establishment of the 
Japan Brewery Company Limited, predecessor of present-day Kirin Beer 
Company Limited. On July 8, 1885 he was a member of the provisional board 
of directors that decided the name of the company, set the capital at $50,000 
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dollars to be raised by the sale of 500 shares among residents of foreign 
settlements in Japan, and stipulated that a qualified German brewer would be 
enlisted to supervise production 
 
Wilson Walker died after a brief illness on November 4, 1914 in the family 
home at No.12 Minamiyamate and was buried in the international cemetery in 
present-day Sakamoto-machi 
 

"On Sunday last a brief was read at St. James's church, for the building 
of eight churches in different parts of the kingdom- when the collection 
amounted, in the whole, to the sum of one halfpenny.” 
 

The People of Maryport’s Maritime Past 
 
As has already been stated, Maryport had a rich maritime history with the 
roots of the town firmly in shipbuilding, sailing and trading. Many of the grand 
monuments in the cemetery bear witness to that, with many of the headstones 
showing the strong maritime heritage of the town. 
 
Below are a small selection of the headstones of the people associated with 
Maryport’s maritime past; there are too many to show them all. 
 
George Albert Cockell William Wilson 
 
Master Mariner   Master Mariner 
Died 28th September 1928  Died April 8th 1901 
Aged 30 years   Aged 83 years 
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    Joseph Ashley 
 
    Master Mariner 
        Drowned in Annotto Bay, Jamaica 
.   March 8th 1815 aged 32 years. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
John Smith     Joseph Wilson 
 
Master Mariner    Lighthouse Keeper 
Lost in the China Sea,   Died, January 7th 1872, aged 78 
years. 
October 21st 1879, aged 33 years.   
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John Ross Master    William Garrett 
 
Of the brig Liverpool, lost at sea  Master Mariner 
February 17th 1836, aged 49 years. Drowned in the river Essequibo, 

March 1861.Interred in St. Johns 
burial ground 

     in the county of Essequibo. 
  

   
 
John Penrice Stalker   Robert Dixon 
       
Purser of the ship Devonshire  Master Mariner   
Died on 10th July 1912 on passage  Died at sea on August 22nd 1884  
from Pencal to London.   Aged 48 years  
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Wilson Holmes    Joseph Robinson 
 
Master Mariner    Master Mariner 
Died February 8th 1900, aged 38             Died January 24th 1856, aged 41 
years      years 
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People of Workington 
 
Charles Litt 
 
Buried in Section 5 Grave No. 69 
 

Charles Litt was the first person to be 
buried in Harrington Road cemetery 
on the 19th February 1879, aged 65. 
In the “description of person buried” 
in the burial register he is described 
as a “gentleman”. He died on the 15th 
of February 1879 at Stainburn, and is 
buried with his wife, Jane, who died 
on the 28th of April 1888, at the age 
of 64. 
 
 

 
"A CONCERT Of VOCAL and INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC" will be held at 
the Assembly Room in Howgill-Street, Whitehaven, on 26 Mar at 7pm. 
Tickets 2s each, from Mr Howgill, Roper-street, or Mr Ware's printing 
office, King-street, Whitehaven. 
"After the CONCECT there will be a BALL." [sic] 
"Copies of the SONGS will be delivered to the Ladies and Gentlemen 
at the Door." 

 
James Gunnery 
 
In April 1874 James Gunnery was killed in a shipwreck near Whitehaven, for 
which there was an inquest at Parton. He washed ashore at Harrington and 
was recognised by a saved seaman, Thomas Neil. He was also identified by 
the tattoo marks M.D. on his left arm which were the initials of his wife’s 
maiden name. The body of the captain was interred at Workington. 
 
Another body was washed ashore, thought to be a sailor that was stranded on 
north sands Whitehaven. The body was dressed in a flannel shirt, drawers, 
and stockings. The body was thought to have been in the water for a couple of 
days. The body was eventually identified by the brother as William Neil. He 
was buried at Moresby. 
 

A sow belonging to Eleanor Rutlidge of the West Field, near 
Workington, farrowed 16 pigs on 24 May last year, 18 on 7 Nov, and a 
further 18 on 23 May this year- all likely to do well. 
 

Richard Robinson 

Section 5 Division K Grave No. 87 
 
Richard Robinson was born in Seaton in 1829, by 1869, acknowledged as the 
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finest captain in the Mercantile Marine and was a household name throughout 
Britain and the Empire. Indeed he became a contender for the title of the 
greatest sailor ever produced by the British Isles. 

 
Richard Robinson signed on as an 
apprentice aboard the Whitehaven-owned 
Princess Royal in 1944. Although it was only 
60 years since the death of Captain James 
Cook, much was changing in the world of 
ships. The late 1840s saw the advent of 
clippers. These were the greyhounds of the 
sea, unrivalled in grace and speed. Some 
clippers were capable of travelling at three 
times the speed of Cook's Endeavour and 
could sail up to 400 miles in a single day. By 
the 1860s, the China tea clippers were the 
final word in sailing ship design. 
 
It was in the annual clipper race home from 
China that Robinson really made his name. 
The outcome of the race in the 1860’s was 

headline news. In 1861, Robinson was appointed captain of the Fiery Cross 
and under his command she became almost invincible, winning the tea race 
three times in the six years. He also won the race a further two times when he 
was poached by a rival company, Macunn's. On his final passage in 1869, he 
came home in 89 days, a record that still stands to this day. 
 
To understand how great this achievement was, one must understand the 
nature of the race. Racing skippers would leave the port of Foochow in early 
June and race down the China Sea, beating into the monsoon. The China 
Seas are strewn with reefs, many of which were uncharted in the 1860s. The 
race could be won and lost in the seas and nerves of steel were required to 
take a ship through the narrow passages. Lesser skippers would take safer 
routes but these added days to a passage. Sir Lancelot's first commander 
took 42 days in the seas; Robinson's slowest passage was 25 days. 
 
In 1872, aged 42, Captain Robinson retired from the sea having made his 
fortune. He settled at Thorncroft in Workington. He and his wife, Jane, nee 
Dickinson, had two children, Norman and William. Captain Robinson died on 
January 5th, 1900 and was buried on the 8th at Harrington Road cemetery. 
 

"We have it from good authority, that there is a foal, in the 
neighbourhood of Harrington, belonging to Mr. Robert Key, which 
frequently sucks his cows - a circumstance very remarkable." 

 
Billy Ivison 
 
Cremated at Distington 
 
Billy Ivison was a member of the famous Workington Town team of 1952 that 
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beat Featherstone Rovers 18-10 to lift the Challenge Cup. 
 
Born at Hensingham, Whitehaven, in 1921, but raised in Seaton, Ivison's first 
love was football but the lack of a team in Seaton led him to rugby league. 
 
He served in the Royal Artillery during World War 
Two and during the conflict achieved his dream of 
playing professional soccer, appearing three times 
as a centre forward for Gillingham. However, on 
leaving the army in 1945, he rejected the chance to 
play soccer full time for Workington Reds and opted 
to sign for newly-formed Workington Town rugby 
league club instead. He had already gained RL 
honours for England youth. 
 
Ivison was a vital part of the team, led by Gus 
Risman. His contribution in the final was described 
by journalist Jim Brough. 
 

"What a man for a big occasion is Ivison. What an inspiration in those 
critical 10 minutes before half-time at Wembley when the Rovers threw 
everything they could into wave after wave of bulldozer assaults on the 
Town line. 
 "It was Ivison again who, when the scores were level and Town's stock 
had dropped to zero, started raids on his own 25 which provided Mudge's 
try and gave Town a lead which they never lost." 

  
Ivison - who stood 5ft 9ins and weighed 13st 7lb - was named man of the 
match and awarded the coveted Lance Todd Trophy - the only West 
Cumbrian ever to achieve the honour. He was captain of the side that 
returned to Wembley in 1955 but lost 21-12 to county neighbours Barrow. 
 
A Wigan and New Zealand player of the time called Ivison the greatest player 
ever after seeing him single-handedly destroy his team at Central Park in 
1951. That win was the final league game of the season and deprived Wigan 
of top spot. 
 
Ivison won four full caps for England, one for Great Britain and was selected 
for a British Empire XIII. However, he wasn’t selected for the 1950 or 1954 
Great Britain tours of Australasia, a source of much disappointment to him 
and controversy in the wider game. He also gained representative honours for 
Cumberland and scored the county's only try in the 5-4 defeat of Australia at 
the Recreation Ground, Whitehaven, in 1949. 
 

"Rugby meant everything in my life. I made no money out of rugby league 
but made many friends out of it and friends are worth more than money." 

 
His greatest strength was his exceptional fitness, supplemented by his day job 
shifting barrels at Workington brewery. 
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He hung up his boots in 1961 after 385 appearances, a figure topped by only 
two other players in Town's history. He scored 63 tries and kicked eight goals. 
A spell as coach at the club followed before he finally retired from the game in 
1971. His legend, though, lives on through the Billy Ivison Trophy, awarded to 
the winners of every Workington Town v Featherstone Rovers match. 
 
He married Marjorie at St John's Church, Workington, on February 10, 1940 
and they made their home in the town's Gray Street. They had three children, 
Brian, Billy and Barbara. Mrs Ivison died in late 1999, a few months short of 
their diamond wedding anniversary. Ivison suffered a stroke in 1983 and 
subsequently retired from his job at the brewery. He died in March 2000, aged 
79. 
 

“We hear that Mr. Kay, of Harrington, has a sheep, one year old, 
commonly called a hog, which weight 112 lb. and what is very 
remarkable has not lost a tooth." 

Bill Minto 

Cremated at Distington 
 

Widely known throughout Cumbria and beyond, Bill 
Minto was born in 1931 - the middle child of seven - in 
Workington and lived in the town all his life. He was 
educated at St Michael's Junior School and Workington 
Technical College, where he studied engineering and 
mathematics. 
 
Then it was on to a Moulders job at Chapel Bank, which 
was part of British Steel Engineering. He worked there 
until 1981. In 1956 he married Joan Madden and it was 
she who recruited him into the Labour Party - at the age 
of 21 - for which he was, for many years, treasurer in 

Workington's South Ward. Mr Minto pursued Joan after meeting her at an 
Uppies and Downies match when they were 17. She was with a boyfriend at 
the time but Mr Minto did not give up. They married six years later. 
 
 
In 1966 he was elected to Workington Borough Council, where he was 
appointed chairman of the parks committee. After local government 
reorganisation in 1974, he became a member of the new Cumbria County 
Council, where he was Labour's chief whip. 
 
In 1985, when Carlisle's Hugh Little retired as leader of the Labour group, Mr 
Minto was unanimously elected to take his place and, in the years to come, 
the council was 'hung' or had a small Labour majority. He continued as Labour 
leader, becoming leader of the council as well, until the year 2000, when he 
was elected chairman for the next 12 months. 
 
He was also involved with a number of other committees, including Sellafield 
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local liaison, North Cumbria Health Action Zone, primary care trust and 
Cumbria Inward Investment Agency. Mr Minto represented Workington at 
many Labour Party conferences and served as chairman of the Westfield 
Housing Association for the last two years of his life. He was appointed a 
Deputy Lieutenant of Cumbria in 1996. 
 
He was responsible for the building of the Moorclose Sports Centre in 
Workington, which, at the time, was nicknamed Minto's folly. All these 
activities and the work he did for his ward earned him an OBE in 1990 and a 
CBE in 2000. He was appointed a deputy lieutenant for Cumbria. He agonised 
over whether or not to accept the OBE because the party is against the 
awarding of political honours but he eventually accepted it for his services to 
the county of Cumbria. 
 
For 20 years he played the part of Father Christmas in Workington, ho-ho-
hoing when the lights were switched on outside the town hall and in local 
schools and in homes for the elderly. 
 
On his death, Mr Minto left his wife - to whom he was married for 47 years - 
four sisters and a brother. He had arranged his own funeral service, which 
was held in St Michael's Church, Workington and was followed by cremation 
at Distington. He had been president of the Workington Sea Cadets for many 
years and they mounted the guard of honour. 
 
His socialist principles were summed up to his answer when he was asked 
why he wasn’t pushing for higher income levels for the Cumbria County 
Council. 

 
“Some of us still believe it is a privilege to be elected to serve as 
Councillors. We aren’t in it for the money.” 
 

Lord Campbell Savers paid tribute to the man. 
 

"He was a man of charisma and first-class judgement who never forgot 
who he was and to whom he owed his loyalties - his community in 
Workington."  
Workington: Easter Tue, annual foot-ball match on the Cloffocks, 
between the Sailors and the Colliers, "as hath been customary time out 
of mind". The ball was "struck off" at 3.30pm, "when both parties began 
the sport with their usual dexterity,- after an hour's contest, and the 
Sailors having gained a little ground, a person on the side of the 
Colliers, apprehensive that the balance of power was likely to go 
against him and his friends, took an opportunity to secret the ball under 
the skirts of his coat, without being discovered, and left the ground 
immediately, to the great disappointment of the parties assembled: this 
person, they say, was always more political than honest; and, as he is 
of the Egyptian Race, seems to possess part of the ingenuity of his 
renowned ancestors." 
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Lucy Sands 
Lucy Sands lived with her grandmother and aunt at 2 Christian Street, 
Workington. On December 1st 1881, Lucy, aged 17 failed to return home. 
 
Her body was found on the 1st of March 1882, underneath a heap of stones 
on the left-hand side of the road after you leave the Navvy Bridge to walk to 
the Northside. The Maryport Advertiser stated she had left home at about five 
o’clock in the afternoon in the company of two of her friends aged 15 and 17. 
She was apparently “light hearted and happy”, before she walked off in the 
direction of the Workington Bridge Railway Station. When she failed to return 
home her grandmother, aunt and the police carried out their searches, but to 
no avail. 
 
Months later her mutilated body was found by a passing road worker. The 
newspaper report at the time stated: 

 
“The discovery of the body was made by a stonebreaker, a Robert 
Moncrieff, a Quaker of Brow Top. He had been working there 
intermittently since Martinmas, and there had been no alteration of the 
stone heap during the period he had been there…..the body was in a 
black Princess robe trimmed with satin. There was no jewellery on the 
girl’s hands or ears, and there was nothing in the pockets of the dress.” 
 
Workington: "the members of the inferior, or bucks club, which has 
been so beneficial to the publicans in general, this winter, have so 
scratched one another by breaking heads, blackening eyes, and 
demolishing noses, that they have not (as some say) had time to rub 
off their old scores. - The physicians and lawyers, in repairing and 
adjusting matters, have run away with all the cash upon hands." 

 
Nancy Patterson  
 
Buried in Salterbeck Cemetery 
 
Section 3 Division L Grave No. 59 
 
Nancy Patterson was a woman of 28, single and an orphan, who lived with 
her sister and her brother in law in Vulcan’s Place, Workington. She left her 
house on the evening of January 3rd 1932 with the intention of going to the 
Congregational Church. 
 
Nancy was nicknamed the Black Shadow, due to her dark complexion and her 
tendency to dress all in black. She had been seen, up until 9pm, in the 
company of Charles Robson, by a number of witnesses. He stated he had left 
Nancy to catch the 9.05 bus. 
 
Two witnesses saw her on Speedwell Lane roughly 10 minutes later. She was 
last seen on the black path walking towards Navvies Bridge. The next time her 
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body was seen was at it was washed ashore at Silloth on January 6th. It was 
proved that she was dead before she hit the water. 
 
The result of the inquest was, 
 
 “Murder by persons unknown.” 
 
An article in the West Cumberland Times on February 6th stated: 
 

“The murder of Nancy Patterson, which it noted took place not far from 
the place where Lucy Sands had been done to death, calls attention to 
the fact that there are many more murder of women than men. In a 
lonely spot with no one on call, the man takes advantage of his 
superior strength to kill and then deposits the corpse the corpse 
beneath stones or in the river.” 
 
“A few days ago a large snake crept into a house at Seaton, near 
Workington, and lodged itself in a hole in the wall- in order to dislodge 
it, recourse was had to smoking this unwelcome visitor with brimstone, 
but without effect- to protect the family, and quiet the fears of the 
neighbours, a person was sent for who had formerly been in the militia, 
this mighty man of arms watched the coming forth of the enemy, with 
great resolution, till the next day, when the snake made its appearance, 
and crept out at the door, was cut in pieces by the trusty centinel and 
its mangled body deposited in a hole dug for the purpose: But some of 
the neighbours, believing that the different parts would unite, and the 
whole again raise terrors in the neighbourhood, had the body dug up 
and the parts carefully deposited in different holes." 
 

Joseph Glandonning 
 
Buried in St. Michaels Churchyard 

 
Joseph Glandonning was murdered in 
1808, his body found on the footpath 
beside the beach that ran from 
Harrington to Workington. He lived at 
Frostroms, and worked as a small dairy 
farmer. Frostroms was an isolated 
hamlet on the way to Harrington. 
 
The Cumberland Paquet stated on July 
19th 1808: 
 
“The deceased had five wounds in the 
breast and ribs, eleven in his belly, 
twelve in the neck and one in the right 
leg, several bruises on the face and two 
broken ribs.” 
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After sitting for two days the inquest, under John Christian Curwen, reached 
the verdict of murder by persons unknown. However due to the terrible injuries 
the murder was presumed to be the work of a maniac or rather oddly, a 
Manxman. This is because the story had gone around that Joseph had had an 
argument with a Manxman while milking his cows. The Frostroms murder 
must have occurred during the day on what was a well-used path. 
 
William Haig of Winscales, Joseph’s next of kin, placed a reward of 50 pounds 
for information leading to an arrest. There was no response and Joseph was 
laid to rest with mystery still surrounding his death. 
 
The epitaph on his headstone read: 
 

“You villains if this stone you see, 
Remember that you murdered me! 
You bruised my head and pierced my heart, 
Also my bowels did suffer part” 
 

Joseph’s mysterious death gave rise to more tales of the Salterbeck Boggle. 
 
Many years ago when Salterbeck was farmland, there existed among locals a 
fear of walking along the stretch of coastline between Harrington and Moss 
bay due the possibility of meeting the Boggle! A Harrington family experienced 
a tragedy, which they attributed to the evil Boggle. 
 
The husband had set out on foot to start his shift at the steelworks. On 
reaching the haunted area he became aware of a ghostly figure approaching 
him and beckoning him to follow seaward. The workman ran off to the 
steelworks. 
 
The next morning the apparition appeared again on the man’s walk to work. 
Again he refused to follow it. The next morning his family begged him not to 
go, however the man left for work as usual and was never seen alive again. 
His battered bloody body was found lying near the pond of Salterbeck farm. 
 

Other sightings were reported and Roger Ellwood of Moss 
Bay, making his way home late at night found himself being 
followed by a strange creature and the sound of clanking 
chains. Eventually he summoned up the courage to face the 
creature and confronted……..a goat that had escaped from 
its tether. 
 
 
 

 
There is now in a garden, belonging to the Rev. Mr. Anthony Sharp, of 
Deerham, a Pear Tree which blossomed at the ordinary time, this 
season, and had a god shew of fruit upon it; notwithstanding which it is 
now again in full blossom, and, to all appearance, is likely to have a 
good second growth." 
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Joseph Thompson 
 
Buried in a field next to Scaw Lonnin 
 

“JOSEPH THOMPSON MAY HERE BE FOUND 
 WHO WOULD NOT LIE IN CONCECRATED GROUND, 
DIED MAY 13TH 1745 
AGED 63 WHEN HE WAS ALIVE.” 

 
This is the inscription on Joseph Thompson’s headstone that lies not in 
Harrington Road cemetery but by the side of Scaw road at High Harrington. 
 
In 1744, Joseph Thompson, a farmer found himself with a festering thumb on 
his right hand. Painful, it had swollen to twice its normal size and let off a foul 
stench. So bad that even his friends avoided him! 
 
No one knew what was wrong with his thumb, but as he started to waste away 
something must have been seriously wrong, possibly gangrene had set in. 
 
Joseph only saw a doctor when the local vicar told him to put his affairs in 
order. The advanced medical opinion of the time was to chop it off! Joseph 
went home a happy man with his thumb safely in his pocket. 
 
Joseph wished for his thumb to be interred in the churchyard where he would 
eventually be reunited with it when his time came. However the vicar was not 
pleased with this arrangement leading to argument forcing Joseph to 
persuade his wife to secretly bury the thumb in the churchyard after dark. 
Afterwards however Joseph ached all over suffering great pain where his 
thumb had been. 
 
Due to his argument with the vicar Joseph withdrew from the church and 
again persuaded his long suffering wife to again go to the churchyard after 
dark and exhume the thumb! The thumb was returned and Joseph interred it 
in his own land. Once this was done the pain ceased but due to his argument 
with the church he chose his won body to be buried with the thumb in his own 
land, refusing to be buried in consecrated land. 
 
When he died in 1745 he was interred in the field adjacent to Scaw Lonnin’ 
and when this was surfaced to become Scaw Road, his gravestone was 
removed top the side of the road where it stands today. 
 

"There is now growing in a garden, the property of Messrs. Davis and 
Pearson, in the parish of Harrington, a second crop of beans which are 
in full perfection; and what makes this circumstance the more 
remarkable, the new stalks, which bear the beans, have grown from the 
old roots, each root has produced about five stalks bearing beans as 
good as the former crop.” 
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The Foot and Hand Disease 
 
The people buried in Harrington Road cemetery in 
the winter of 1900 could have been the victims of a 
very strange disease. Workington has had its share 
of plagues but this epidemic was both strange and 
unique. Only Workington and Manchester were 
affected by this strangely selective disease. 
 
The symptoms were swollen feet, aching legs, with 
the skin peeling off both hands and feet. Doctors 
were baffled but people were still dying from this mysterious ailment. The 
disease rose to epidemic proportions as Dr. McKerrow went to Crumpsall 
Hospital in Manchester to see other sufferers and get to the root of the 
problem. 
 
The reason for the epidemic was worse than anyone could possibly have 
imagined. It was the beer! 
 
A particular batch of sugar in a Liverpool port had been contaminated with 
arsenic! Two breweries were unfortunate enough to get this batch to use in 
the production of its beer; one in Manchester and one in Workington. It was a 
long time before confidence in the brewery recovered and the regular drinkers 
of Workington turned to spirits instead with predictable results. 
Workingtonians were even more drunk than usual! The courts were kept busy 
with increased cases of drunkenness, whilst the police were very active in 
wheeling drunks to the Lock Up on Ritson Street in a handcart. Jennings 
Brewery in Cockermouth stepped in to fill the beer drought. 
 

Last Thu morning, Richard Routlidge, aged about 15, was found 
drowned in the rivulet near Distington. "As he was subject to take fits, it 
is supposed, he had been seized with one while amusing himself on 
the side of the rivulet." 

 
Bett Chambers 
 

“Before you go, I must tell you about Betty Chambers. 
She was the witch of Workington.” 

Said the West Cumberland News of June 27th 1931. 
 
Bett Chambers was originally from the Cockermouth 
direction, but when she was young she went away with a 
band of gypsies. She was a dark, thin woman and on 
returning settled in a cabin at Workington and practised witchcraft. 
 
When the witch grew old, she told her friends that her time was nearly closed, 
as she put it. She said that when everything went strange and there was a 
mighty wind blowing, they would know her end had come. The next day all the 
doors and windows in Workington were rattling due to a terrible wind. 



People of Workington  Page 70 
 

The Past People of Allerdale  Page 70 

Eventually several of the neighbours went to the cabin to see if anything had 
happened to the old witch. When they reached the cabin they not only found 
the witch dead but laid out for burial! No one knew how this could have 
happened. 
 
Bet Chambers died in Workington in 1839. 
 

Mon 20 Jan: body of John Little of Workington (missing since Sat 
morning) found on the beach at the north side of Workington Harbour. 
He had a gun-shot wound in his right side, the shooter being so near 
that the wadding was found in the wound, and the shot was all within 
an area just 3 inches in diameter. Coroner's Jury verdict, murder by 
person or persons unknown. "He has left a wife, with child, just at 
down-lying, and a large family of children, several of them now in the 
small-pox." 

 
The Curwens 
 
Emily Leigh Curwen 
1838-1854 

 
Isabella Goldie Curwen 
1836-1917 
 
Lilian Francis Curwen 
1891-1933 
 
Stanley Patricius Lamplugh Curwen 
1876-1965 Rector from 1905 to 1947 
 
Mabel Wife of Alan Delaney Curwen 
1870-1918 

 
 
St. Michaels Church, where many of 
the Curwen family are buried. 
 
 
 
These are the names on the 
headstones on the graves outside St. 
Michael’s Church in Workington. 
Its is known that there are 12 coffins 
within the Curwen vault in the church, 
however the last known person to be 
interred within the vault was 
Isabella’s father, Henry Curwen Esq. 
The other coffins are unidentified with 
no record of who lies within them. 
 

Above is the headstone for four of the Curwens at St. Michaels Church 
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It is documented that John Christian Curwen was buried with his wife in the 
same grave somewhere within the church grounds. However, according to 
their wishes there is no commemoration for headstone for the couple. 
 
Also in the St. Michael’s records is the record of the burial of “Galloping Harry” 
Curwen. He died on the 25th May 1725 and was buried somewhere within the 
church grounds on the 31st May. As a Catholic, the church should not have 
buried Henry Curwen therefore his burial was a very quiet affair with no 
memorial or headstone. Without the small section in the church records no 
one would ever have known the place of rest of Henry Curwen. 
The Curwen family were descended from Gospatrick, Earl of Northumberland. 
Their surname originated by agreement with Culwen, a family of Galloway, 
into which they married. The name was mistakenly spelled Curwen in public 
records during the reign of Henry VI and stayed that way. 
 
The family moved to Workington in 1250 and played an important role for the 
king, providing from their ranks 28 High Sheriffs of the County of Cumberland 
and 18 terms in Parliament. They held the posts of Knights of the Shire and 
High Sheriffs who played a major part in the bloody border wars. 
 

Sat 15 Mar, at Yanwath Hall, Westmorland, Sarah Boak, a maidservant 
at the hall, rising at her usual time about 6am, "went with a skimming-
dish to take off the odour and scum from the surface of the craw-well, 
in the yard, but, in reaching forward too far, the stone on which her left 
arm rested gave way, and she unfortunately fell in; the well being 
narrow, she stuck fast by her shoulders and was drowned, before any 
assistance could be got." 

Henry Curwen 
 
The infamous member of the family, Henry Curwen (1661-1725), was a 
Jacobite Rebel. Henry Curwen was murdered in 1725 and left behind the well 
recorded ghost of “Galloping Harry”. 
 
Henry Curwen inherited the Curwen Estates at the age of 12. As a Catholic 
these were estates he should not have 
inherited, however his father Eldred, 
and his Anglican Uncle Thomas 
Curwen, had deprived the Sellapark 
Curwens’ of their rights to inherit. The 
result was a family feud with the 
Sellapark Curwens’ continually trying 
to retrieve their estates. 
 
In 1688 Henry Curwen and other 
Catholics fled to join the deposed 
James II in France. It is thought Henry 
became a banker lending other Jacobites money, and in the process 
becoming even wealthier.  
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He returned in 1696 with three Arab stallions as a gift from Louis the 
fourteenth of France, which made him one of the top racehorse breeders in 
the country, hence the nickname “Galloping Harry”. As a Catholic he was not 
meant to own horses valued more than 5 pounds; however the minimum 
value of his horses were 600 pounds each! On his return he also ousted the 
Sellapark Curwens’ who had regained their inheritance in Henry’s absence. 
 
“Galloping Henry’s” death still remains somewhat of a mystery. According to 
the Curwens’ history an unknown French Lady dragged him down a spiral 
staircase and left him to die as she escaped with his fortune. 
 
The sounds of doors opening and closing on their own are apparently regular 
events in Workington Hall with the family taking the ghost of “Galloping Henry” 
for granted. The sound of Henry Curwens’ head going, bump, bump, bump, 
bump down the haunted staircase has also been heard. However it seems 
more likely that a family murder, by the Sellapark Curwens’, who would stand 
to gain millions on his death, was the true cause of Henry’s untimely death. 
 
Workington Hall was the ancestral home of the Curwens. The site on the 
banks of the Solway has been occupied since the 13th century. In 1568 Mary 
Queen of Scots sought refuge there before her nineteen years of captivity 
ended with her execution. The Hall was left deserted in 1929 and the 
impressive ruins which still remain are of an 18th century mansion, containing 
the remains of a grand Tudor Hall and the original fortress of the 14th and 15th 
century 
 

Last Fri night: a boy going into the stable of Mr John Jackson, hatter of 
Workington accidentally set light to some straw, which he was unable 
to extinguish. He raised the alarm and, although the fire reached the 
hay-loft, it was happily put out. 

John Christian Curwen 
 
 
John Christian Curwen was born John Christian, at Ewanrigg Hall, 
Cumberland on the 12th July 1756. He was the eldest son of John Christian 
and Jane Curwen. He married his sister-in-law Margaret Taubaum on 
September 12, 1775. Before the death of Margaret in 1778, the marriage 
produced one child, John. After Margaret’s death he embarked on a lengthy 
foreign tour. 
 
John Christian married his younger cousin Isabella, Fletcher Christian's first 
cousin, in 1782 and on 1st March 1790 took the name and arms of Curwen. 
Isabella Curwen was born on October 2nd 1765, the only child of Henry 
Curwen of Workington Hall who died when she was thirteen, leaving her the 
heiress of the estate and huge mining interests. She was left a personal 
estate of £15,000 and real estate valued at £2000 per year thus making John 
Christian extremely wealthy. It was John who bought for her the island on 
Windermere that was named Belle Isle in her honour.  
 



People of Workington  Page 73 
 

The Past People of Allerdale  Page 73 

The funeral of Isabella’s father Henry Curwen was recorded in “The 
Cumberland Chronicle” in 1778. 
 

“The remains of Henry Curwen, Esq. of Workington-Hall were interred 
in the family vault in Workington church, attended by a very great 
concourse of people. The following Gentlemen supported the pall, viz. 
Humphrey Senhouse, Esq; Robert Watters, Esq; John Spedding, Esq; 
John Senhouse, Esq; Thomas Hartley, Esq; James Craik, Esq; Mr. 
Peter Gale, and Mr. John Ponsonby." 

 
John was the head of the Cumberland Christians who inherited the Ewanrigg 
estate at Maryport. He was a prominent Whig MP, innovator of social welfare 
and an agricultural pioneer. His chief political opponent was the Earl of 
Lonsdale, nicknamed the Bad Earl because of his use of bribery, corruption 
and violence to win elections – on one occasion he went so far as to arm his 
colliers with bludgeons in an attempt to unseat Christian. 
 
His work as an agricultural pioneer earned John Christian Curwen the title 
‘The Father of Agriculture’ and he is credited with planting over three million 
larch trees on the banks of Windermere. As an early welfare reformer he set 
up compulsory sickness and unemployment benefit schemes for his workers 
which were in many ways precursors to the National Health Service. 
 
John Christian Curwen died in 1828. 
 

Last Sat: "a fine vessel, pierced for 32 guns, called the Mars, was 
launched at Workington. She was built by Mr. Wood, and is esteemed 
the largest ship ever built in this county 

Charles James Valentine 
 
Peter Kirk 
 
Charles Valentine and Peter Kirk were pioneers in establishing their Wrought 
Iron Works on the Marsh. Later they were the founders of the Moss Bay 
Works. 
 
Charles Valentine became Member of Parliament for Cockermouth Division, 
which included Workington in 1885.  
 
Peter Kirk was more involved in the day to day operation of the Steel Works; 
however he left Workington for America in an attempt to establish an iron and 
steel works in Seattle. The town of Kirkland is named after him. 
 
Bankfield mansion, which was built in 1888, was built for C.J. Valentine and 
James Kirk, and was Workington’s largest house. The house was certainly 
built to last. The supporting beams in the roof and ceiling were made from 
local steel rails, and the cement was composed from Steelworks slag. The 
house was felled in 1985 after it fell into disrepair. Explosives had to be used 
as the house was so strongly constructed. 
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A ghostly story came from the mansion in its last year of existence. The 
mansion was the centre of an apparent “ghost hunt”, recorded in the local 
paper. 
 
A group of teenagers had apparently seen an apparition in the mansion 
grounds. This was the second sighting in a week by the youngsters. The first 
being a fortnight earlier when one 16 year old girl was quoted as saying, 
 

“It was weird. We suddenly saw two figures, dressed in cloaks in the 
mansion grounds. They were slowly moving forward until they were 
about ten yards from us. Suddenly they seemed to go through each 
other. One of the boys ran toward them and they disappeared. It 
appeared as though they were suspended above the ground.” 

 
It was the same girl that saw one of the figures again two weeks later. The 
next night word of the ghostly apparitions must have passed throughout 
Workington as at least 30 people where at the mansion with torches although 
the figures were not seen again. 
 

Last Wed "one Gowan Hutchinson, of St. Bees, returning home, from 
carrying manure to his grounds, with a horse and cart,- while he was 
riding on the fore part of the cart, the horse took fright, and threw him 
off, and he not quitting hold of the halter, as supposed, was dragged a 
considerable distance, and at last the cart wheel went over him, by 
which accident he had several of his ribs broke and was otherwise 
much bruised- we are sorry to add that he now lies dangerously ill." 

George James Snelus 
 
Sir Henry Bessemer may have invented the process for turning pig iron into 
steel but George Snelus pioneered it. It was on this process that Workington’s 
fortunes would become based. The Bessemer converter was the means by 
which steel was produced in bulk. 
 
George Snelus came to Workington in 1872. He had been educated at 
Owen’s College, Manchester and later at the Royal School of Mines. Here he 
claimed prizes and medals in subjects such as physical geography, applied 
mechanics, inorganic chemistry, magnetism and mining. It was here that he 
involved himself in the science of the Bessemer converter. 
 
After a few months as manager of the Bessemer Department, he was 
appointed general manager. His scientific training enabled him to improve the 
process to a point where Workington gained a reputation for producing very 
high quality steel. 
 
His employees held him in high regard as did the management. He served for 
32 years as a Local Volunteer, retiring as Hon Major, and was acclaimed for 
having one of the best rifle shots in the country. For 12 years he was one of 
the English Twenty in the international matches against Ireland and Scotland. 
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ANY Person or Persons desirous to undertake the Office of 
SCAVENGER and cleansing the Streets, for the present Year, are 
desired to bring their Proposals in writing to the Court House, in this 
Town, on Monday the 24th instant, at Eleven o’clock in the Forenoon, 
when and where the Contract, for that Purpose, will be concluded 

James Duffield 
 
James Duffield started work in the pits at the age of seven, one of a family of 
15. His father, who was also a miner earned 3/- (3 shillings) a day whilst 
James earned only 3d (3 old pennies). He left the mines without any 
education and went to work at two Iron Works in Yorkshire and then at Park 
gates works, Sheffield. 
 
James Duffield married at the young age of 20. He educated himself, passing 
exams in advanced chemistry and other scientific subjects. At his place of 
employment he was twice promoted, having passed through the grades 
required in the manufacture of iron and steel. After five years the Dronfield 
Works had started up and James Duffield was selected out of 40 applicants to 
be its manager and gained a reputation for production of Bessemer Steel rails 
of high quality. 
 
In 1883, eleven years later, Dronfield Works was moved entirely to 
Workington, a town that had everything a Steelworks needed. The town had 
coal under foot, mines down the road at Whitehaven and Egremont, rail links 
through Cumbria and a port on its doorstep. The industrial revolution led to 
many people from far a field moving to Workington to work in the flourishing 
industries. James Duffield directed the dismantling, transportation and then 
the erecting of the works in Workington. 
 
As a candidate for the Local Board in 1887, he topped the poll. He was then 
elected to the Town Council the following year and in 1882 he became Chief 
Magistrate. He was also major of Workington twice, for the first time between 
1892 and 1894 and the second between 1901 and 1902. 
 
James Duffield originated from Rotherham and died on the 7th March 1915. 
 

"At Cockermouth, on Thursday night, Mr. Hadwen's ball was very 
brilliant; his Scholars performed their different dances much to the 
satisfaction of the ladies and gentlemen present." 
 
 

Robert Ernest Highton 
 
Robert Ernest Highton followed Duffield into office as Mayor. He was the 
General Manager of the Moss Bay Plant and became highly involved in local 
affairs. He had been a Councillor since 1893 and followed James Duffield as 
mayor in 1902. Like Duffield he was Mayor twice, for the second time in 1910. 
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Joseph Green, butcher of Whitehaven, recently slaughtered a hog 
which had been fed by Joseph Robinson of Pardsey, and "weighed 20 
stone 8 lb. a side- the ham, when cut out, weighed 75 lb." 

 
Patrick Walls 
 
Buried in Harrington Road Cemetery 
 
Section 6 Division I Grave No. 8 
 

Patrick Walls was another “outsider” 
who moved to Workington at the time of 
industrial growth. He was an Irishman 
who arrived in Workington in 1888. He 
was a very well organised person and a 
forward thinker on industrial and social 
issues. 
 
He was elected as District Secretary for 
Cumberland and Lancashire and his 
first mission was to attack the long hard 
working hours the pit workers had to 
endure.  He negotiated against the 
twelve-hour shift and the 24 hour 
Sunday shift. He and the Union won the 
battle and the 8 hour working day we 
“enjoy” today was established. 
 
Patrick Walls was one of the founders 

of the Trade Union movement and was one of the founders of the Labour 
party. He rose through the ranks locally, from Alderman to Magistrate and 
then to Mayor. Patrick Walls was yet another man involved in the steel 
industry to become mayor after Duffield and Highton. 
 
He died in October 1932 aged 85 years. The many tributes he received 
showed how highly respected within the community he was, he was perceived 
as a remarkable man. 
 
He was buried within Harrington Road cemetery on March 1st 1932. 
 

Last Sun, the body of a new-born boy was found on the shore near 
Bransty rocks, wrapped in a piece of check cloth. The Coroner's jury 
found Esther Carlisle the mother, and Elizabeth Spencer, guilty of 
murder, and both have been sent to Carlisle Gaol for trial at the next 
assizes 

John Scurrah Randles 
 
John Scurrah Randles was a pioneer in Technical education, and was 
responsible for establishing the West Cumberland Technical College at 
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Workington, founded in 1910. He was instrumental in promoting the future 
skilled workers in the steel industry by providing Scholarships in scientific and 
technical training. 
 
He was the chairman of the Moss Bay Company and as an M.P at several 
different times over 22 years he was knighted for his parliamentary work. 
 

Also, this week, two "remarkable fine bullocks" were brought from 
Corby Castle- when slaughtered they weighed 22 stone a quarter, and 
the fore quarters sold for two pence halfpenny per lb 

Cholera at Workington 
 
It is thought that out of the three cholera epidemics in Workington, the one of 
1849 was the worst. There was a mass grave of victims in the cemetery on 
Vulcan’s lane, whilst others would have been buried in the Churchyard of St. 
John’s, as Harrington Road cemetery had not yet been created. 
 
It is difficult to find the exact number of victims due to mass graves and lack of 
grave markings. One unconfirmed number of deaths was 320, which 
considering Workington at the time had a population of roughly 26 000 was 
not that large a number. 
 

Last Thu (at Whitehaven) "a young man fell from the main yard of the 
Lonsdale" (commanded by Capt. Grayson) "and was so much hurt that 
he could not proceed on the voyage." 

 
Dr A. Peat 

 
There is a monument to Dr A. Peat in Portland 
Square. He was instrumental in the building of 
Workington’s first hospital. 
 
At the time Workington, a fast expanding 
industrial town, had only a small dispensary 
and several panel doctors to care for its 
population. Around this time the plight of the 
poor and sick was coming more to the fore 
with Charles Dickens and the establishment of 
a nursing school by Florence Nightingale. 
 
The cholera epidemic of 1849 had been 
followed by a lesser one in 1860, with only the 
few local doctors left to fight the disease. The 
disease on both occasions is believed to have 

originated around the unsanitary Brewery Beck; however the authorities 
blamed the disease on the Brewery for having polluted the beck with their 
waste pourings. 
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Dr. Peat was seen as a successful fighter against cholera but he also had 
some other somewhat unconventional methods of treatment, by today’s 
standards. His cure for a patient suffering from smallpox was to put him to 
bed, cover him with blankets, close all the windows and stoke up the fire. The 
intention was for the patient to “sweat it out”, while Peat sat in by the patients 
bedside all night, smoking his pipe. 
 

"LOST, on Sunday the 3d Instant, on the Road between Penrith and 
Temple Sowerby, a SILVER WATCH, Maker's Name, WILLIAM 
GARNETT, London, No 9895. Whoever has found the same, and will 
return it to Mr. JONATHAN TODD, of Brough, to Mr. RICHARD 
BOULT, near Crakeinthrop, or to Mr. PARKIN, at the Three Tuns, in 
Strand Street, Whitehaven, shall receive half a Guinea Reward. 
N.B. If the above Watch should be offered to Sale, or to mend, it is 
requested to be stopped, and the Person who detains it, and gives 
Notice as above, shall receive the same Reward." 

 
Henry McAleer 
 
Buried in Harrington Road Cemetery 
 
Section 6 Division I Grave Number 24 

 
Henry McAleer was mayor of Workington for two 
years between 1905 and 1907. He died on the 25th 
of March 1907 aged 57 years and is now buried 
with his wife Mary who died sixteen years later on 
the 16th of January 1923 aged 74 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
"Last Wednesday night, some villains broke into the dwelling house of 
Mr John Grayson, in Appleby; by the help of a ladder they got in at an 
upper window, - broke open a bureau and took out 3l. 10s. but missed 
a larger purse of gold which was in an adjoining drawer." 

 

Helena Thompson 
 
Helena Thompson was a local philanthropist, and the 
building which is now The Helena Thompson museum 
was her home for over 70 years. Upon her death in 1940 
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she left it to the people of Workington on the condition that it was made into a 
museum for Workington and the surrounding district. Miss Thompson’s family 
had been associated with the house since the late 18th century. 
 
The building in which the museum is housed was originally known as Park 
End House. In her latter years Helena gave away much of her inherited wealth 
to charitable causes, improving the town's amenities and in founding a 
maternity ward in Workington Infirmary. In order to form the basis of a 
museum collection Helena bequeathed the contents of her home, which had 
been described a few years before her death as one of the loveliest in 
Workington. In line with Helena's wishes for the museum to be a meeting 
place for local women, the museum is still used today by groups of local 
lacemakers and women’s groups who meet and exhibit regularly. 
 
The Museum is split into five permanent galleries with an additional Exhibition 
Hall for temporary exhibitions. The five galleries are the Costume Gallery, the 
Victorian room, The Georgian Room, the Curwen Room and the Long Gallery. 
These rooms carry examples of period furniture and costumes, drawings by 
Helena Thompson, maritime models and a display on local social history. 
 

Last week as Mrs. Nicholson, of Randlehow, in Ashdale, was lifting 
water out of a well, she unfortunately fell in and was drowned 

 
Alexander Hogg 
 
Commemorated in Harrington Road Cemetery 
 

The inscription on the commemorative 
memorial reads: 
 
ERECTED BY A FEW FRIENDS IN LVING 
MEMORY OF 
ALEXANDER HOGG, 
MEDICAL OFFCIER OF HEALTH, 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF WORKINGTON 
WHI DIED 2ND NOVEMBER 1883 
AT THE EARLY AGE OF 26 YEARS 
WHILE ON A VISIT TO HIS NATIVE PLACE, 
LABERT STIRLINGSHIRE, 
AND WAS INTERRED THERE 
AT THE PARISH CHURCH 
 
 
 

 
Ike Southward 
 
Ike Southward was one of the most famous Workington Town players and 
was twice the world record transfer holder. He was capped 11 times for Great 
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Britain and is till only one of 6 players in the history of the game to score over 
330 tries and kick over 300 goals. 
 
Ike made his debut at the age of 18 for Workington 
Town in 1952 and went on to make 371 
appearances for the club, becoming one of the 
Towns most famous and successful players. 
 
Sixth on the all time goals kickers list Ike is over 
100 clear as the clubs top try scorers with 274 (Ian 
Wright is next on 168). In his best season in 
1957/58 he scored 45 tries and kicked 79 goals. 
 
In 1959 Oldham paid £10,650 for his services, which was to be the first of two 
world record fees paid. After justifying his price tag with 54 tries in 52 games 
the second world record fee of £11,002 saw him return home to Workington. 
 
Ike was brought up in a Rugby family. His father Isaac played rugby league 
and was a referee and linesman in the professional game. His uncle played 
rugby league for Salford and his brother played for Whitehaven. 
 

Born on August 15 1934, Ike was brought up in 
Ellenborough. He began playing rugby at school 
and later played for amateurs Glasson Rangers. At 
15 he left school and became an apprentice fitter for 
Maryport firm Wharton’s. A year later at 16 he met 
his future wife Betty, who fortunately was an ardent 
Town supporter. They married in 1955 both at the 
age of 20. 
 
Ike was one of four Workington players chosen for 
the 1958 tour of Australia when Town’s Jim Brough 

was the coach. He had the distinction of scoring tries in all three Tests when 
Great Britain, against all the odds, won the series. 
 
Ike played 12 times for Cumberland between 1954 and 1967 and his last 
game was the famous 17-15 victory over Australia at Derwent Park. 
 
At the end of his playing career he had scored a total of 1,840 points, with 376 
tries and 356 goals and still holds the individual record of 7 tries on one match 
against Blackpool in September 1955. 
 
Ike who lived in Workington and later became a manger of Workington and 
Whitehaven, as well as becoming a grounds man and director died on June 9 
2006. 
 
MARRIED:  
A few days ago: Mr Atkinson, surgeon, & Miss Brockbank of the Royal Oak 
Inn, both of Keswick. 
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Lately at Caldbeck: Mr Jacob Wharton of the Royal Artillery, & Miss Molly 
Stanger, daughter of the late Mr Daniel Stanger of Whitehaven 
 
Master Mariners of Workington 
 
John Branthwaite   James Pearson Burnett 
 
Lost at sea, January 7th 1882   Died December 20th 1881 
Aged 36 years     Aged 49 years 
 

   
 
Hugh Ferguson   John Sharp 
 
Died January 13th 1883  Died December 21st 1908 
Aged 69 years   Aged 93 years 
 

          
Workington Military Funeral 
 
Buried in Harrington Road Cemetery 
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Section 2 Division E Grave Number 4 
 
The remains of the late William Ferry Black, 28 Derwent Street Workington, 
were laid to rest with full military honours on Monday afternoon. All the funeral 
arrangements were in the hands of Serg-Major Heyson. The gun and 
carriage, was supplied by the 204th Battery, R.A.F, commanded by Sergt. 
Elliot. B Company the fifth Battalion of the Border Regiment, of which the 
deceased was Lance-Corporal, provided the firing party commanded by Serg-
McQuiggan, and consisting of Corpls, W. J. McKenna, S Ogelthorpe, and 
Lance- Corpls. W. H. Holmes, H. Murray, D. McMinn. Pvts, P. Bennett, J. 
Musgrave, T. Dakers, W. Mulcaster, T. Giles, T. Gibson, A. Parnaby, and W. 
Hill. 
 
From the cemetery gates, the coffin was carried under the direction of Serg. I. 
Railton. The graveside service was conducted by the Rev. Clare, and Serg. 
Chimes, P.S.I, sounded the Last Post. 
 
Amongst the several beautiful wreaths were one from Capt. W. Carr, T.D. “in 
affectionate remembrance of a good soldier” one from the officer’s, W.O’s. 
N.C.O’s and the men of the “B” Company, 5th Battalion the Border Regiment, 
and another from the Officers, W.O’s, N.C.O’s, gunners and men of 204th 
Battery the R.A.F. 
 
The deceased had a long career with the Navy and Army, from 1897-1904, he 
served in the Navy: during the Great War he was a member of the Argyle and 
Sutherland Highlanders; during the coal strike of 1921, a member of the Royal 
Defence Force and from 1921 to the time of death, a member of the “B” 
Company the 5th Battalion the Border Regiment. 
 
He is buried in Harrington Road Cemetery, Workington. 
 

DIED:  
A few days ago at St. Bees Abbey: Mrs Smith, wife of John Smith snr. 
"she was an affectionate wife, a tender parent, and a good Christian, 
and is greatly lamented by all who had the pleasure of her 
acquaintance." 

Ken Goodall 

Ken Goodall was another of Workington 
Town’s famous former players. The Irish 
rugby union star became a hero for Town in 
1970’s.  

Goodall, a former Moorclose School teacher 
made his debut for Ireland at the age of 19 
against Australia in 1967. He returned to 
Ireland when his playing career ended. 
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Workington shocked the world of rugby when Alan Sandwith, a local freelance 
journalist succeeded in persuading Goodall to sign for Workington and turn 
professional in 1970. He quickly became a favourite, scoring in each of his 
first eleven games. 

Unfortunately for Goodall and Workington Town, injury began to plague the 
Irishman’s game, and although he showed great ability for the 13 man game, 
lower back and knee injuries forced a premature retirement from the game. 

Before Goodall chose to switch codes, he had been involved in the Lions tour 
of South Africa, in 1968. He won the last of his 19 caps against Wales before 
joining Workington, where he played 82 games and scored 25 tries in the four 
years between 1970 and 1974. Goodall shone in his final game for Ireland 
and scored a superb solo try as the Irish recorded a surprise 14-0 win against 
a Welsh side that were aiming for the Triple Crown. 

Goodall died recently recently at the age of 59 after a short illness on 
Thursday 17, August 2006. 

Last Fri night: a boy going into the stable of Mr John Jackson, hatter of 
Workington accidentally set light to some straw, which he was unable 
to extinguish. He raised the alarm and, although the fire reached the 
hay-loft, it was happily put out. 

Brian Edgar 

Brian Edgar was named Cumbria’s greatest post-war rugby league player by 
a vote from News & Star readers. 

Ike Southward came second in the poll, while Whitehaven’s Dick Huddart 
came third. 

Robert Gate, a leading sports historian said of Edgar, 

“I don’t see how anyone could argue with Brian Edgar winning…He 
was the first man in the Workington Town Hall of Fame, and it couldn’t 
be more fitting.” 

Edgar represented Cumbrian and English schools Rugby Union in his youth 
and played for Workington Zebras, but at 18 decided to move to Workington 
Town.  

He played his entire career at Workington Town and made three Lion’s tours. 
He made his third tour in 1966, becoming only the second forward to achieve 
the honour after Welshman Joe Thompson in the 20’s and 30’s. On his third 
tour Edgar had the glory of becoming the British captain. 

Edgar, whose 12-year career began in 1955, scored 99 career tries and 
earned 11 Test caps and 13 for Cumberland 
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He first toured Australia with GB in 1958, and four years later he formed a 
devastating partnership with Huddart, with Britain winning their second 
consecutive Ashes, taking two of the three tests. 

Edgar played in both of Workington’s Challenge Cup final defeats, by Barrow 
in 1955 and Wigan in 1958. 

Brian Edgar, one of the finest second row forwards of his era died aged 65, in 
October 2001. 

There is now a Brian Edgar memorial golf event at Workington Golf Club, as 
golf was his second love, with prizes given out by Brian’s daughter, Kerry 
Edgar. 

Cumberland Register Office (kept at the house of J. Dunn, printer & 
bookseller, Whitehaven, by Messrs. Skelton & Co.):  
Wanted, $320 (interest to be agreed; security- "Houses, properly 
secured from Fire"). "Also several smaller Sums, upon real and 
personal Security." 
To be lent (separately): $1000, $700, $500, $400, $200, $150 & $100 
"upon real or personal Security." 
"Wanted several Boys, about fifteen Years of Age, as Apprentices." 
"Wanted Employment for a young Man who writes well, understands 
Accompts, and can be well recommended." 
"Wants Employment, as a Gardener, a Person who has served a 
regular Apprenticeship and can be well recommended." 

 
George Aitken 
 
George Aitken was one of Workington Reds most famous former players. He 
played for the club during its Football League days and was a good friend to 
another former Workington sports star, Ike Southward. He died recently at the 
age of 78. 
 
Aitken both played and managed the club. He played 263 games for the town 
between 1953 and 1961, and worked as assistant manager when the Reds 
won promotion to Division Three in 1964. He then went ton to be manager in 
1971/72. 
 
George Aitken was born in Scotland, in Midlothian, in 1928 and started his 
football career as a 17 year old with Edinburgh Thistle. He then went on to join 
Middlesbrough, playing in front of 55 000 people against Arsenal. 
 
Aiken moved to Workington in 1953 for £5000. After he retired he was granted 
a testimonial which attracted football giants such as Brian Clough and Bill 
Shankley to the town. 
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In 1976 Aikten moved to the south coast to work for Brighton. It was here he 
achieved his greatness moment in football when the Seagulls reached the 
1983 FA Cup Final against Manchester United. 

George Aikten will always be fondly remembered by Reds fans as a tough 
tackling but fair centre-half that both played for, and led the club, with 
distinction and respect. 

 
For sale by private contract: "an improveable Freehold Estate, with the 
Appurtenances" at Hewthwaite near Cockermouth; about 66 acres, 
with 105 oak trees, 11 asps, 50 ashes, 90 alder & birch, and 60 
cyphers, "all marked and numbered". The estate "has Common of 
pasture and turbary on the Common called the Hay, and pays Three 
Shillings yearly, being Part of the Prescription in lieu of all Manner of 
Tythes of the Hewthwaite Demesne." 
Also a parcel of woodland at Wood-Hall near Cockermouth, about 6.75 
acres, with 2038 oak trees, 1131 cyphers [mistake for asps?], 417 
ashes, 424 cyphers, 9 elms & 6 birches, all marked & numbered. This 
parcel "has Common of pasture and turbary on Bridekirk Common, and 
is Tythe free." 
Mr John Lucock of Cockermouth will show the premises; prospective 
purchasers should contact William Hamilton Esq., Lincoln's Inn Field, 
London, or Robert Mylne Esq., Arundel-street, London.
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People of Wigton 
 
Milican Dalton  
 
Died in Amersham 
 

Milican Dalton was born on April 20, 1867, to Quaker parents 
in the lead mining area around Alston. He went to Brookfield, 
the Friends' School in Wigton before his family moved south 
to Essex. His father died when he was just seven. 
 
Milican's career started as an insurance clerk in London 
although by the age of 36 the outdoors world proved too 
tempting, and he left his job, and moved to Borrowdale. Here 
he offered adventure holidays to the unsuspecting public. 
 
The activities on these adventure holidays included: Dangling 
over the precipice, climbing the Needle, varied hair-breadth 
escapes, being lost in a mountain mist, a midnight row on 
Derwentwater and a sunrise breakfast by the lake. 

 
Millican initially lived in a tent although this obviously was too luxurious for the 
adventurer, and he moved to a split level quarried cave half way up Castle 
Crag in Borrowdale, which he called “Cave Hotel”. 
 
An unconventional “hotel”, a waterfall poured through the roof, and Millican 
had only a pile of slate debris for shelter with an old blanket to keep out the 
worst of the drafts. 
 
Millican lived in these conditions even in his late 70’s. He would spend the 
nights lying on the hard rock floor, covered by a 50-year-old eiderdown. 
 
He had to live off his wits, with a nearby dump in the village of Grange 
providing the basics such as old pans and material that could be turned into 
camping equipment. He survived on what little he earned as a climbing guide 
on Napes Needle and the other crags he knew like the back of his hand. 
 
His diet consisted of 
wholemeal bread, baked daily 
on a griddle, and hazelnuts 
picked up from the woods 
around his cave. His only 
luxuries were coffee, as dark 
and thick as treacle, and a 
constant supply of cigarettes. 
 
Nothing was allowed to interrupt his chain-smoking and he would hold his 
cigarette between his toes as he kneaded his bread, stirred his porridge, or 
brewed his coffee. 
 



People of Wigton  Page 87 
 

The Past People of Allerdale  Page 87 

Dressed in a style all his own Millican was an eye-catching figure. A slouch 
hat sheltered his tanned, heavily bearded and weather-beaten face. 
Unsurprisingly years of living so close to nature (without showers) had Given 
Millican a distinctive smell and would-be adventurers who sought him as a 
guide tried to keep down-wind. 
 
In 1940-1941, Millican - always addressed as The Skipper - braved snow, ice 
and sub-zero temperatures to remain all winter in the Cave Hotel and keep 
well clear of the London Blitz. 
 
Millican - a distinguished member of the Fell and Rock Club - contracted 
pneumonia and spent his last few days in hospital before dying in Amersham 
on February 5, 1947, aged 79 years. 
 

"Last week, Mrs. Wilkinson, wife of the late and mother to the present 
gaoler of Appleby, after having locked up the prisoners, went to the fire 
side, supposed to warm herself, and fell, upon the grate, with her chin 
on the uppermost bar, and was found with her head almost burnt off.” 

William Henry Bragg 

William Henry Bragg was born on July 2 1862 at 
Westward, Cumberland. After attending Market 
Hardborough Grammar School he went on the attend 
King William’s College, Isle of Man. He studied physics 
in the Cavendish Laboratory during 1885 and at the end 
of the year was elected to the Professorship of 
Mathematics and Physics in the University of Adelaide, 
South Australia. Bragg went on to be Professor of 
Physics at Leeds and the University College London. 
 
Bragg’s research covered many topics however his most 
famous work was concerned with X-ray diffraction. Bragg 

and his son pioneered the method of studying the crystal structure of material 
via crystal X-ray diffraction. For this work Bragg and his some were both 
awarded the Nobel Prize in 1915. 
 
During the First World War, Bragg was put in charge of research on the 
detection and measurement of underwater sounds in connection with the 
location of submarines. It was probably in acknowledgement of his work, as 
well as of his scientific eminence, that Bragg was made a C.B.E. in 1917 and 
was knighted in 1920. The Order of Merit followed in 1931. After having been 
a Fellow since 1907, he was elected President of the Royal Society in 193. 
 
He was an honorary doctor of sixteen universities and was awarded the 
Rumford medal in 1916 and the Copley Medal in 1930. 
 
He was the author of many books, including Studies in Radioactivity; X-Rays 
and Crystal Structure; The World of Sound; Concerning the Nature of Things; 
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Old Trades and New Knowledge; An Introduction to Crystal Analysis, and The 
Universe of Light. 
 
In 1889 he married Gwendoline Todd, daughter of Sir Charles Todd, F.R.S. 
and after a life of great scientific discovery William Henry Bragg died in March 
1942. 
 

“MONEY TO LEND” 
Any Person wanting to borrow FIVE HUNDRED POUNDS, upon a 
good Mortgage, may be supplied therewith by applying to Mr THOMAS 
WEBSTER, Attorney at Law, in Cockermouth. 
N.B. The Money above-mentioned will be divided if required 

 
Robert Smirke 
 
Robert Smirke was born on January 5, 1752 in Wigton. 
 
At the age of thirteen he was an apprentice painter in London and at the age 
of 20 he began to study in the schools of the Royal Academy, to whose 
exhibition he contributed many works. 
 
In 1791 Smirke was elected an associate of the Royal Academy and two 
years later a full member. In 1814 he was nominated keeper to the Academy, 
but the king refused to sanction his appointment on account of his 
revolutionary opinions. He was engaged upon the Shakespeare gallery, for 
which he painted “Katharina and Petruchio”, “Prince Harry” and other objects. 
 
His two sons Robert and Sydney both became accomplished architects and 
were both members of the Royal Academy. 
 

Wanted immediately, 
A Servant Woman, if middle Aged, the better, to act in the joint 
Capacity of House-keeper, Cook, and Chamber-maid to a Gentleman 
in the Country: She must produce undeniable Proof of the Abilities 
above, joined with that of Good-Temper. 
ALSO 
Wanted immediately, a Servant Man, or Boy, to wait upon a single 
Gentleman, he must have been used to wait at Table and take due 
Care of a Horse. He must bring an undoubted Character of his Fidelity, 
Sobriety, and Good-Temper; any such will meet with proper 
Encouragement. Inquire of the Printer of this Paper. 

 
Rev. John Brown 
 
Rev. John Brown was born in 1715 at Rothbury in Northumberland but was 
educated at the grammar school in Wigton. He was a man of great genius 
being an elegant writer of prose and poetry as well a talented musician and 
painter. His works were well known to the literati of the time. 
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He was invited by the empress of Russia to visit St. Peterburgh, in order to 
confer with him respecting the regulating of several public schools. It was then 
said he suffered violent bodily pains which brought on a “melancholy 
madness” which is seemed caused him to end his life with a razor on 23rd of 
September 1766 at the age of 51. 
 

Last Thursday the Monarch, a fine new vessel of 82 foot keel and 
pierced for 20 guns, the property of Mr James Spedding, was launched 
from the rising ground near the North-Wall; the cradle being a 
considerable length, the launch afforded an agreeable prospect, to a 
great number of spectators 

 
Sir Thomas Bouch 

Sir Thomas Bouch was an eminent engineer and was a native of the Thursby 
parish. His father, a captain in the merchant service, resided in Thursby, 
where Thomas was born in 1822.  

Thomas was initially educated in the school of his native village and then in 
Carlisle. Having chosen the profession of engineering he entered the service 
of Messrs. Lomar and Errington, at the age of 17. Both were civil engineers 
who had been engaged in the construction of the Lancaster Carlisle railway 
and had a branch office at Carlisle. Here Thomas made such good use of his 
time that at the expiration of his apprenticeship he was fully competent to 
undertake the supervision of that class of work. 

This was an age of railway construction and after superintending several 
minor lines in the north of England he was appointed resident engineer for the 
Wear Valley Railway. In 1840, he became manager and engineer of the 
Edinburgh, Perth, and Dundee line, now forming part of the North British 
system. The Forth and Tay estuaries used to from obstacles to this line and 
here all luggage had to be unloaded and carried across using steamers. Mr 
Bouch saw a solution to this problem and set out on the project. He perfected 
a hydraulic cradle by means of which as many as 7 loaded wagons could run 
on or off the deck of the steamer. Mr Bouch’s plan was then adopted on many 
railways with similar circumstances all over the world. 

Mr Bouch quitted the service of the Edinburgh and Northern Railway 
Company and commenced business on his own as a civil engineer. He was 
eminently successful and had won a name and a reputation in the railway 
world and work flowed in from all parts of the United Kingdom. 

He gave much of his time and study to the construction of viaducts, and the 
many bridges his designed remain as monuments to his success. However it 
was as the designer of the ill-fated Tay Bridge and of the Forth Bridge that Mr 
Bouch’s name came most prominently into public notice. Viaducts over these 
two estuaries would complete the line and thus replace the need for the 
steamers. Many eminent engineers had affirmed the feasibility of the scheme, 
but there were a few who doubted the permanence of any structure erected 
across an estuary two miles broad and open to the full force of wind and 
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current. Many great and unforeseen difficulties occurred in the construction of 
the bridge, necessitating alterations in the original plan and extensions in the 
construction time of the bridge. 

The bridge was finally completed in May 1878, amidst much jubilation and 
rejoicing, when the first passenger train passed over it. Mr Bouch received the 
freedom of the burgh and the following year a knighthood from Her Majesty. 

Tragedy was to hit the bridge with its collapse, an event which was amongst 
the most mournful memories of railway travelling in this country. For a year 
and a half it had stood the force of wind and tide, but the terrible gale of 
Sunday, December 28th 1879 exposed a weakness. At the height of the storm 
some of the girders gave way, which resulted tragically in a passing train with 
all of its occupants precipitating into the Tay. It was only a year and half later 
when Mr Bouch passed away having never fully recovered from the crushing 
effect of the collapse of the bridge upon which he had built his name and 
reputation. 

31 Dec 1776- DIED:  
Last week, at St. Bees: Mr John Hudson, "many Years an eminent 
Grocer, in this Town. 

Rev. Jonathan Boucher 

Rev. Jonathan Boucher was born at Blencogo, and was educated at Wigton. 
His parents were James Boucher and Ann (nee Barnes) and he was baptised 
on the 8th march 1737. After schooling in Wigton he was taught at St. Bees 
School, under the headship of the Rev. John Barnes, who was later vicar of 
Arthuret. 

In 1758 he made his first visit to America when he went to Port Royal, Virginia 
where he taught. He then returned to England to become ordained, but then 
returned to America and served in several parishes as well as running a 
plantation. He also continued in teaching, usually teaching his slaves to read. 
One of his pupils was Jack Curtis, the step-son of George Washington. There 
exists considerable correspondence between Boucher and Washington, 
mostly on the subject of Curtis’ education. 

Boucher then moved to Annapolis becoming an official advisor to Governor 
Eden and married Eleanor Addison from Oxon Hill near Washington D.C. At a 
time of growing anti-British feeling Boucher’s political views were unpopular 
and he was indicted for treason. It was claimed he had passed information to 
the British government regarding the Maryland forces. He subsequently 
returned to England and settled at Paddington later moving to Epsom, though 
he seems to have spent much of his time in Cumberland. He went on to marry 
twice more and had 8 children with his third wife Elizabeth Hodgson. 
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Whitehaven, last Thu: "we had a most violent gale of wind about N.E. 
which did very considerable damage among the shipping in this 
harbour. It blew excessive strong from West till N.N.E. during the day; 
in the evening, the wind came to the N.E. and increased to a hurricane, 
which continued all night, with very little intermission. On account of the 
great number of vessels in the harbour, several that lay without the 
New Tongue were most exposed to the storm, which was the most 
violent ever remembered by the oldest seaman at this port. The 
Speedwell, Capt. Harrison, of Parton, coal loaden, for some port in 
Ireland, was put back during the storm, and wrecked on the outside of 
the New Tongue; the Caesar, Capt. Wetherald (from London with 
merchant goods for Dublin) which had been forced in here the day 
before by stress of weather, received some damage by another vessel 
bearing against her stern, occasioned by the breaking of the stone 
posts, on the Tongue, to which they were moored. A large vessel 
moored to the inside of the New Tongue broke loose, by the breaking 
of the pillars, and damaged many vessels. Several ships in the inner 
parts of the harbour, though less exposed, broke from their moorings, 
and lost their bowsprits. At tide-time, the sea broke with such violence 
over the Quay, and New Tongue, that no person cold stand to render 
assistance when most needful. Notwithstanding the dangers many 
were exposed to, during the time the vessels were afloat, we do not 
hear of any lives being lost." 
Also mentions an express message being received from Liverpool 
about two ship losses in that area. 

Thomas Holliday 

Thomas Holliday was born on July 13, 1898 in Wigton. Known as “Toff”, 
Thomas went on to become one of Nelson Thomlinson School’s most famous 
former pupils. He went on to represent England and the British Lions at rugby 
league, achieving seven caps for England. He made his debut on March 17, 
1923 against Scotland and went on to play Scotland three times, France three 
times and Ireland once. His final game for England was again against 
Scotland on March 20, 1926. 

Thomas died on July 19, 1969 at Carlisle. 

Whitehaven: Yesterday being the day appointed by Proclamation, for 
the General Fast, the same was observed in this town with becoming 
attention and solemnity 
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Sir John Jones 

Sir John Jones was born in 1923 and was to become 
another famous former pupil of Nelson Thomlinson 
School, becoming the 10th Director General of MI5 
from 1981 to 1985. 

Sir John was a former officer in the Royal Artillery and 
served as a civil servant in the pre-independence 
Government of Sudan. He first joined the Security 
Service in 1955 and became Deputy Director in 1976. 
He succeeded Sir Howard Smith as Director General in 
1981. 

In 1983 he was appointed Knight Commander of the Order of the Bath (KCB) 
by HM The Queen. 

"The Blessing, a beautiful new vessel built for Capt. John Course, was 
launched from Mr. Falcon's Yard in Workington, on Tuesday sennight." 

Professor Joseph Chatt CBE 

Joseph Chatt was born in 1914 and attended Nelson Thomlinson School in 
Wigton. He went on to enjoy a distinguished career in science. 

In 1963 Sir Gordon Cox, the then Secretary of the Agricultural Research 
council of the UK, asked Joseph Chatt to set up a unit to study the process of 
biological nitrogen fixation. It rapidly became not just the leading centre for 
research in a highly competitive field but a model organisation for the 
interdisciplinary research, much of this stemming from Chatt’s style of 
leadership. 

His personal scientific interests were in inorganic chemistry, working in 
transition metals and a range of organometallic subjects. His impact on 
modern coordination metals was extraordinary. 

He retired in 1980 and John Postgate took over the Directorship but its central 
themes and organisation remained mainly unchanged until its move to 
Norwich in 1995. 

Chatt died suddenly in 1994 but remained active within the School of 
Molecular Sciences at the University of Sussex until that day. 

In Norwich his outstanding contributions were recognised by naming the new 
building to house the unit after him. 
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Wanted immediately a young man, or boy, for an Apprentice to a 
Painter, one of a tolerable genius for design or drawing, would be most 
acceptable 

John Lowther 

John Lowther was born in 1813 in Morland, Westmorland. He went on to 
become Master of the Wigton Workhouse, as shown in the 1881 census. 

Wigton Poor Law Union formally began on June 22, 1836 and represented 30 
constituent townships and parishes. These are listed below: 

Cumberland: Abbey Quarter, Aitkin, Allhallows, Allonby and West 
Newton, Aspatria, Baldwinholme, Blencogo, Blennerhasset with 
Kirkland, Bolton—High Side, Bolton—Low Side , Bowness , Broomfield, 
Caldbeck , Dundraw, Hayton and Melo, Holme Cultram—East Waver 
Quarter, Holme Cultram—St Cuthbert Quarter, Holme—Low Quarter , 
High and Low Ireby, Kirkbride, Lanrigg and Mealrigg, Oulton Quarter, 
Sebergham—High and Low Quarter , Thursby, Torpenhow and 
Whitrigg, Uldale, West Ward , Waverton—High and Low, Wigton , 
Woodside Quarter.  

The total population of these 30 constituent townships and parishes at the 
time of the 1831 census was 22, 223 with the largest being Wigton with 4, 
885. 

Initially the new union 
used existing 
workhouses at Caldbeck, 
Oulton, Glasson and 
Wigton itself at The Bog. 
A new workhouse was 
built in 1838-42 on an 
eleven acre site on Cross 
Lane which cost 
£323.16s.8d. 

The scheme which was 
to accommodate 250 
inmates cost £4, 270 and 
was completed in 1842 to 
a very similar plan to the 
nearby workhouses of 

Penrith and Cockermouth (see The Workhouse) 
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Last Wed: "the greatest concourse of people assembled at Wigton ever 
known- to see a Bag Fox turned down, it is computed the number of 
horse and foot amounted to near five thousand. Many were assembled 
by six o’clock in the morning, but, it being a very hard frost, reynard 
was not set down 'till near ten o’clock, during the interval Monsieur 
Coniac was so very powerful that some were disappointed of the 
chace, being obliged to be put to bed- and it may truly be said, no Fox 
Hunters ever set out with greater glee." 

George Moore 

George Moore was from Whitehall in 
Mealsgate and he made a lasting impact on 
Wigton town centre. He erected the elaborate 
fountain in Wigton market place in 1872. It 
was built to commemorate his late wife and 
was built of granite with four fine bronze 
reliefs of the “Acts of Mercy” by the Pre-
Raphaelite sculptor Thomas Woolner. Above 
each bronze carving there is a small granite 
carving of the face of Mrs Moore, surrounded 
by leaves. 

The design on the north of the fountain is 
'Visiting the Afflicted', the east illustrates 
'Clothing the Naked', the south has 
'Instructing the Ignorant', and the west side 
has 'Feeding the Hungry'. 

George Moore also has a stained glass 
window dedicated to him in St. Mary’s 
Church. The window design is called “The 
Good Samaritan” and was produced by artist 
RB Edmundson. 

Wigton’s St. Mary’s church was built in 1788 
and was based on the design of St. 
Michael’s church in Workington. The church 
replaced a much earlier church built in 1100. 
This church was demolished to make way 
for the new church and no external parts of 
the old building was used, however many 
stones from the old church may be found in 
various old buildings around Wigton. 

The Church contains an organ installed in 
1912 by Harrisons of Durham, containing 
over 1100 pipes, the longest being some 16 
feet.  
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Top: Commemorative fountain and stained glass window in St. Mary’s Church 
 

Whitehaven, Tue morning: "the brig Mary, Capt. Storey, lying near the 
head of the New Tongue, was accidentally set on fire, by one of the 
boys stricking a light, in the cabin, near some joiner's shavings, which 
the candle or match had caught hold of. The alarm being immediately 
given, the fire-engines were speedily brought to bear where the fire 
raged most, and in a short time it was happily got under, without 
damaging any of the vessels that lay near her. The vessel has received 
considerable damage in her cables, &c." 

 
This grand monument, which resides within 
Wigton Cemetery, holds three coffins. 
 
William Banks 
Justice of the Peace 
 
Henry Pearson Banks 
High Sheriff for the county of Cumberland (1886). 
He died on January 19th 1981. 
 
Edwin Hodge Banks 
High Sheriff for the county of Cumberland (1889). 
He died in August 1917 aged 70 years. 
 

 
Whitehaven: "Last Thursday night, several men, having their faces 
blacked, broke into the house of Mr. Anthony Nicholson, at Wood-End 
near this town. Two young women-servants hearing the noise, found 
means to get out at the back door, and alarmed the people at 
Mirehouse, who instantly came to the relief of Mr. Nicholson; but some 
of the villains being out of doors, and observing them approach, gave 
notice to those within, and they were obliged to make off without any 
other booty than some money they took out of Mr. Nicholson's pocket. 
They had broke in at a window, and, from the quantity of blood 
observed in and about the house, some of them, it is supposed must 
have been much cut by the glass. They tied Mr. Nicholson's hands, and 
one of them threatened to murder him, if he made the least noise, and 
were proceeding to rummage the house, having lighted candles for that 
purpose, but were happily prevented by the people from Mirehouse
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People of Aspatria 

Sheila Fell 

Sheila Fell was born in Aspatria, Cumberland in 1931; the daughter of a 
miner. She studied at Carlisle School of Art from 1947 to 1949 where she was 
encouraged to take up textile design. From 1949 to 1951 she went to study at 
St. Martins School of Art where she studied under Roland Vivian Pitchforth 
and John Napper.  

Although she never returned to Cumberland to live she visited Aspatria many 
times with the painter L.S Lowry for painting expeditions and in 1957 she had 
a daughter with Greek sculptor Takis Vassilakis. 

In 1958 she joined the teaching staff of the Chelsea School of Art. She 
exhibited at the Royal Academy before being elected R.A. in 1974. 

There are three works of hers in the Tate Gallery London. 
 

The FRIENDLY SOCIETY at Cockermouth went in procession to 
church, where an excellent sermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. 
Gilbanks, from Ephesians, IV, 25. We are all members one of another. 
From church they repaired in the same order to the club-house, where 
a genteel entertainment was provided, and a hymn (composed for the 
occasion by one of the Members) was sung. The harmony and good-
humour which pervaded the whole meeting reflects great credit on the 
Society." 

 
Sir Wilfred Lawson, M.P 
 
Buried in Aspatria Churchyard 
 

Sir Wilfred Lawson was born in 1829 and lived at 
Brayton Hall, Aspatria. He was well known in the 
town for his good humour and was great 
temperance worker. There is a memorial fountain 
to him with his portrait in Aspatria, with the 
inscription “he championed the cause of 
temperance with gay wisdom and perseverance.” 
A statue to him stands on the Thames 
Embankment. 
 
He died aged 77 in 1906 and is buried in Aspatria 
churchyard. 
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We are credibly informed, that Mr. William Thompson, of Stainburn-
Hall, near Workington, being lately engaged in having some bees, was 
so cruelly stung on his forehead and temples, that he immediately fell 
to the ground, and lay, to all appearance, dead for the space of an 
hour, in which time a doctor was called- who had no sooner let him 
blood, than the stagnation ceased; and he, by mercy of God, began to 
recover, and is since perfectly restored." 
 

Joseph Harris 
 
Joseph Harris sank Brayton Domain pit in 1868 which remained in production 
until 1902. The pit produced coking, gas and coal and was the largest pit in 
the region employing 1,060 people at its peak. 
 
Joseph Harris had a colliery village named after him. Harriston had its own 
Co-op, school, Mission Hall, recreation rooms and Bowling club. The old 
village was demolished in the 1970's and new houses were built by the local 
council. 
 

Found, on the grounds near Penruddock last October, supposedly left 
by John Bowland or Bowlan, who was committed to Carlisle Goal [sic]: 
Bay Gelding, "strongly made, rather more than 14 Hands high, about 
five or six Years of Age, mealy Mouth, switched Tail, nicked, and 
carried high." The owner may have the horse on proof of ownership 
and payment of expenses. Contact Thomas Wallace, Penrith 
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People of Keswick 

Mary Messenger 
 
Mary Messenger was born in Watendlath and later settled at Keswick. She 
was a tremendous walker, and walked several times to London. Once she 
even returned with a small table strapped to her back, which she had carried 
the entire way. 
 
She ran a Dame school and was still teaching age 90. She died in 1856. 
 

"Thomas Young, the famous tinker, was hunting at Kirkbride last 
Wednesday, he died suddenly about two hours after he reached his 
lodgings, and was buried, at Kirkbride, on the 14th instant." 

 
Robert Southey 
 
Buried at Crossthwaite Church 
 

Robert Southey was an eminent poet 
and writer and lived in Greta Hall for 
40 years after coming to Keswick in 
1803. He was the son of a linen 
draper of Bristol, where he was born 
in 1744. 
 
At the age of 14 he was sent to 
Westminster School where he stayed 
for four years before being dismissed 
for writing an article on corporal 
punishment. His parents intended 

him to enter a career in the church and he entered Balliol College Oxford, 
however he seemed to spend his time less productively than his parents may 
have wished as he says he learnt two things during his time in Oxford, rowing 
and swimming. 
 
Southey had no intention to take orders, indeed his frame of mind made him 
totally unsuitable for the church, being a sceptic of both religion and politics. 
After leaving college he met Coleridge and the two men married two sisters. 
During this time Southey supported himself by lecturing on History. His first 
poem of note was "Joan of Arc," which he sold to a Bristol publisher for 50 
guineas. He spent six months in Spain and Portugal with his uncle, the Rev. 
Mr. Hill, chaplain of the English factory at Lisbon, and afterwards wrote his 
"Letters from Spain and Portugal." He returned to England and studied law at 
Gray’s Inn, although he soon found this wasn’t to his taste. He was appointed 
private secretary to the Chancellor of the Exchequer for Ireland but resigned 
the office in a few months. In 1804 he settled at Greta Hall, near Keswick, and 
the remaining portion of his life was devoted to poetry and literature. 
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In the following extract he describes the daily routine of his life in Keswick, 
showing what a diligent worker he was. 
 

"My actions are as regular as those of St. Dunstan's quarter-boys. 
Three pages of history after breakfast (equivalent to five in small quarto 
printing), then to translate and copy for the press, or to make my 
selections and biographies, or whatever else suits my humour, till 
dinner-time; from dinner-time till tea I read, write letters, see the 
newspaper, and very often indulge in a siesta. After tea I go to poetry, 
and correct, and re-write, and copy till I am tired, and then turn to 
anything else - to supper." 
 

In 1807 he received a pension from the Government which was afterwards 
increased by £300 and after the death of Pye he became poet-laureate. The 
most famous of his works were “Joan of Arc”, “Madoc”, “Thalaba the 
destroyer”, and “The Curse of Kehama.” 
 
He died in 1843 and was buried at Crossthwaite church. In 1961 the Brazilian 
Government restored his grave in recognition of his book, “History of Brazil”. 
 

"On Sunday last, the Rev Mr Bell, vicar of Bridekirk, preached a most 
excellent farewell sermon, at Cockermouth, to a crowded audience, 
from these words 'I beseech you brethren suffer the word of 
exhortation.'" 

 
Sir Edmund Henson 
 
Buried at Crossthwaite Church 
 
Sir Edmund Henson established the London C.I.D and was head of London 
police. He set up shelters for the London cabbies who presented him with a 
model of a silver cab. 
 

"Last Wednesday a fire broke out in a tallow chandler's shop, in Hesket 
New Market, occasioned by some rats making a hole through the 
chimney, by which the fire was communicated to a parcel of peats in 
the adjoining room; it was, however, happily discovered by a few 
children, at play, who alarmed the town, and water being at hand it was 
presently extinguished..." 

 
Cannon Hardwicke D. Rawnsley 

 
Buried at Crossthwaite Church, Hardwicke Rawnsley, one 
of a family of 10, was born on 29 September 1851 near 
Henley. Hardwicke’s grandfather was Tennyson’s 
guardian and he was greatly influenced by Tennyson’s 
poems which were often read in the family. He went to 
Balliol College where he met John Ruskin who became a 
lifelong friend. 
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In 1877 Hardwicke became vicar of Wray Church near Ambleside, where he 
moved from East Anglia where his father was a vicar. Here he met his wife 
Edith Fletcher who he married one year later in 1878. A year later they had 
there first and only child, Noel. 

Hardwicke became a proud protector of the countryside of the Lake District 
during his time in Ambleside and formed the Lake District Defence Society 
(later to become friends of the Lake District). The group had some famous 
members including Hardwicke’s friend Ruskin and the poet that influenced 
him as a child, Tennyson. 

Hardwicke’s views on the Lake District had a profound effect on another 
famous visitor to the region. In 1882 when Beatrix Potter was 16 her parents 
brought her to Wray Castle for a holiday. One of the many guests they 
entertained at the castle was Hardwicke Rawnsley who had a lasting effect on 
the young Beatrix who had already fallen in love with the unspoilt beauty of 
the region.  

Hardwicke took a keen interest in Beatrix’s drawings and writings and as the 
first published author she met encouraged her to publish her first book, “The 
Tale of Peter Rabbit.” The book was eventually published in 1902 and a 
version of the book with pictures by Beatrix Potter and verse by Rawnsley is 
available at the Armitt in Ambleside. 

In 1883 Hardwicke moved to St Kentigern's Church, Crosthwaite, just outside 
Keswick. In 1884 he and his wife began classes for metalwork and wood 
carving, which resulted in their forming the School of Industrial Art in Keswick, 
which lasted until 1986. He helped form the Newton Rigg Farm School at 
Penrith, the Westmorland Nursing Association, and supported the founding of 
Keswick High School. In 1909 he bought Greta Hall, once home to Coleridge 
and Southey, which he then rented to Keswick School.  

In 1891 he became Canon of Carlisle Cathedral and Chaplain to the King in 
1912. In 1896 he erected a fountain with a graceful bronze child in Harris Park 
as a memorial to Wordsworth and in the same year went to Moscow for the 
coronation of the Tzar. 

From his early days in Ambleside, Hardwicke battled hard to preserve the 
natural beauty of the Lake District, challenging and defying the builders of 
bungalows and railways. In 1895 he achieved his ambition with the formation 
of the National Trust to buy and preserve areas of natural beauty and 
historical interest for the nation. Beatrix Potter’s father was the first life long 
member. For 26 years, until his death, he worked unceasingly as Honorary 
Secretary to the Trust. He was responsible for a campaign to raise money to 
buy Brandlehow Wood, the National Trust's first purchase.  

He was one of the most prolific writers of sonnets in the history of literature, 
some 30000, as well as writing many books on the Lake District. He wrote a 
biography of John Ruskin. He published his poems and sent them to 
newspapers, always regarding them as an agreeable way of saying whatever 

http://www.visitcumbria.com/kes/chk1.htm
http://www.visitcumbria.com/kes/gretahal.htm
http://www.visitcumbria.com/kes/brandwd.htm
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he wanted to say. He was a keen amateur naturalist, an antiquarian, an 
ardent traveller, and a campaigner against objectionable postcards.  

In 1900 mainly due to the efforts of Canon Rawnsley, a memorial was erected 
to John Ruskin at Friars Crag, and in 1913 he and others bought Castlerigg 
Stone Circle, which is now owned by the National Trust.  

After 34 years at Crosthwaite he retired in 1917 to Grasmere, where he had 
bought Allan Bank, in 1915, the house in which Wordsworth had lived for 
three years. He died there in 1920, and is buried at Crosthwaite. He left Allan 
Bank to the National Trust.  

It was through the efforts of Canon Rawnsley, and his creation of the National 
Trust, that much of Borrowdale was preserved from development. On his 
death Friars Crag, together with Lords Island and Calf Close Bay were given 
to the National Trust as his memorial. A plaque to his memory is set into a 
wall beside the Friars Crag Path.  

No-one has achieved more for the Lake District in the last 200 years than 
Canon Rawnsley. A small booklet is available in Crosthwaite church giving 
more detail about the life of Rawnsley and the things he campaigned for. 

For sale by auction at the house of Mr Matthew Brockbank, inn-keeper, 
Keswick, 31 Jul: "very Improveable and extensive Freehold estate" at 
Ullock, in Crosthwaite parish, "consisting of Arable and Pasture 
Grounds, with many large Meadows, and some Wood-lands" (total 247 
statute acres, by survey) with houses etc., "free of all great Tythes and 
enjoys an extensive right of Common, on which the present Farmer 
feeds a large stock of heaf-going Sheep, and other Cattle"; property of 
Mrs Clotilda Tickell for life, and of her son John Tickell Esq. after her 
death. The farmer, Mr John Walker of Ullock, holds the premises from 
year to year, the current lease expiring on Lady Day next. He will show 
the premises and answer questions. Advert dated Keswick, 20 May. 

 
Dr. William Brownrigg, M.D 
 
Buried at Crossthwaite Church 
 
William Brownrigg was born at High Close Hall on the 24th March 1711. He 
served his apprenticeship with a surgeon in Whitehaven before moving to 
London to study. In 1737 he obtained his doctors degree from the most 
prestigious medical school of the time, Leyden University. 
 
In 1714 he married Mary Spedding of Whitehaven, where he erected a great 
laboratory to investigate gases and fire damp. 
 
In 1765 he wrote a paper “An Experimental Inquiry concerning the Mineral 
and Elastic Spirit, or Air, contained in the waters of Spa, as well as into the 
Mephitic Qualitus of that Spirit”. For this he received the Copley Honorary 
Medal of the Royal Society. 

http://www.visitcumbria.com/kes/ruskin1.htm
http://www.visitcumbria.com/kes/casstone.htm
http://www.visitcumbria.com/kes/casstone.htm
http://www.visitcumbria.com/nattrust/allnbank.htm
http://www.visitcumbria.com/wilword.htm
http://www.visitcumbria.com/kes/chk1.htm
http://www.visitcumbria.com/kes/friarcrg.htm
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In 1750 he worked upon a new white metal, which we now know as platinum. 
In 1755 he then turned his attention to the Whitehaven coal mines, and 
reported his findings to the Royal Society, and in 1777, when the plague 
appeared in Europe he wrote a paper on the prevention and eradication of 
such pestilential contagion. His opinion was sought when jail fever broke out 
in Whitehaven in 1757/8 and in 1773. 
 
He retied to Ormarthwaite, Keswick and died on the 6th January 1800, aged 
88 years, and was buried at Crosthwaite Church where there is a memorial 
tablet to him. 
 

"We hear that the Gentlemen of Parton and Lowka, in consequence of 
the good news from New York, had a sheep roasted on Lowka Tarn 
yesterday, they also provided several gallons of Rum and a barrel of 
Ale, several of the Gentlemen displayed their dexterity in Skating, and 
concluded the day with cheerfulness and good fellowship." 

Sir John Banks 

Sir John Banks was born at Keswick in 1589. He studied for the law, and was 
appointed to a judgeship. In 1630 he was made Attorney-General to the 
Prince of Wales, and in 1640 he became Chief Justice of the Common Pleas. 
He lived during the troubled times of the Civil War between Charles I and the 
Parliament, and displayed his loyalty and courage by his unshaken fidelity to 
the king; nor was his lady less loyal or brave. When the Parliamentary Army 
laid siege to Corfe Castle, the family residence, she defended it with vigour 
until relieved by the Earl of Carnarvon. He died during the heat of the Civil 
War, in 1642, and bequeathed property, now producing about £300 a year, to 
the poor of his native town. 

To be sold (as one lot or several) on 16 Jan 1777 at the Buck in 
Workington (John Lowry's): freehold house and part garden behind, 
near the Market Place in Workington, known as the Sailor's Return; 
frontage 20 feet 3 inches, property of John Lowry. Also, freehold shop 
adjoining, with land behind, frontage 16 feet 5 inches (also property of 
J.L.). Also house in which Ann Carson now lives, with land behind; 
frontage 13 feet 2 inches. To view, contact J.L 

Hugh Walpole 

Buried in St John’s Churchyard 

During his life Hugh Walpole was known as one of the best writers in England 
and he is still known for his Lakeland books. He is best known for the four part 
Herries Chronicle, which set in Keswick, Borrowdale, Watendlath, Uldale and 
Ireby follows the history of the Herries family from the 18th century to the 
1930’s depression. 

Walpole was born in New Zealand in 1884 and moved to England sometime 
after his 5th birthday where he attended schools in Cornwall, Canterbury and 
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Durham. He then went on to attend university at Emanuel College, 
Cambridge. 

After Walpole had finished his time in 
education he had a number of jobs throughout 
Britain but settled in the Lake District, in 
Brackenburn, overlooking Derwent Water in 
1923, from which he wrote many of his 
novels. 

Brackenburn was built in 1909 and was 
originally a Honister slate bungalow. Walpole 
enlarged the building and converted the upper 
storey of a nearby garage into a library and 
study. Walpole called the house his “paradise 
on Catbells.” 
  

Today, the house is privately owned and the garage has been converted into 
a luxury holiday cottage. Its gardens are sometimes open under the National 
Gardens Scheme. Keswick Museum houses some of Walpole's manuscripts. 
 
He was a prolific writer and was admired on both sides of the Atlantic by the 
public and critics. A series of lecture tours in America were extremely popular 
and at one point he was a resident scriptwriter in Hollywood - he wrote the 
scenario for and appeared in MGM's 1935 version of David Copperfield. 

During his career he wrote 38 novels and it was 
his third in 1910 – Mr Perrin and Mr Traill- that 
made him a literary star of his day. Two further 
novels, The Dark Forest and The Secret City, 
written in 1916 and 1919 respectively were based 
on his experiences in Russia during World War 
One, which saw Walpole serving with the Red 
Cross. 

Walpole wrote a wide variety of books, from 
children’s stories to family books to murder 
thrillers. By 1930 he had settled in Keswick and 
the first of the Herries appeared. Walpole 
described Rogue Herries as the most important 
book of his life so far and everyone else, including 
critics and other authors, agreed.  
 

The sequels - Judith Paris, The Fortress and Vanessa, followed in 1931, 32 
and 33 respectively and were also hailed as great successes. He planned to 
write four more in the series but he only managed to write one called Bright 
Pavillions, published in 1940, two years after he was knighted in 1938. 
 
He died of a heart attack before the next novel was completed, brought on by 
over exertion doing volunteer war work in Keswick and is buried in the town's 
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St John's Church. His epitaph reads: "In loving memory of Hugh Walpole 
1884-1941. Man of letters, lover of Cumberland, friend of his fellow men.” 
 
 

Mr Tipping, attorney of Broughton, and his brother Henry (a woollen 
draper of 32 Cheapside, London) have won £1,000 in the lottery. "Mr 
Tipping intends giving a genteel supper, and a ball, to the Ladies and 
Gentlemen of Broughton." Mr J. Gale (currently in Russia), son of the 
late Mr John Gale of Whitehaven, has also won £1,000 on the lottery. 

Joseph Flintoft 

Joseph Flintoft was born in 1796 in the village of Lastingham in the North 
Riding of Yorkshire. He moved near Keswick in 1823 and enjoyed the pursuits 
of fishing and angling. After a few years of residence Flintoft began to make 
his model of the district, which took him six years to complete and was truly 
and detailed masterpiece. Coloured to nature, on a scale of 3 in. to the mile, 
all the mountains, valleys, rivers, roads, plantations, towns, houses, mines, 
lakes, and tarns, are exhibited in an area of 1200 square miles. He later 
worked on a more portable model made of paper mache and coloured in oil 
which was to be 4 ft. 4 in. by 3 ft. 6 in. 
 

A correspondent, at Carlisle, observes, that a proper watch in the night 
would be very necessary in that city; several attempts have been made 
this winter to break into different houses, but without success, though 
the public and private gardens suffered greatly during the autumn: And 
late on Sunday, the 15th instant, or early on Monday morning, three 
lamps were broken in and about the market place, by some wicked 
person or persons". Flogging is recommended as a punishment 

Sir Percy Hope 

Percy Mirehouse Hope was born in 1888. 
He was the son of a local bank manager 
and was often known simply as PM. He 
went on to have a distinguished military 
career but returned to Keswick having 
turned down a War Office appointment. He 
was a trained architect and founded the 
Lake District Hotels Company. He served 
on the Urban District and County Councils 

and was a magistrate from 1934. 

For over 30 years he was master of the Blencathra Foxhounds. He also 
represented the county in rugby and cricket 
as well as being involved in many 
organisations in Keswick including the Rotary 
and Conservative clubs. 

In 1925 Percy Hope donated Hope Park to 
the town of Keswick, located between the 
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town and the lake. The land had previously been used for grazing. The park 
was opened as a golf course on the 27th May 1927 by Mr J H Taylor, who was 
the British Golf Champion at the time. 

He was knighted in 1954 and lived in Brundholme Terrace for most of his life. 
After his death in 1974 the Hope Park Charitable Trust took over the running 
of the park in his memory and it still delights visitors and locals alike. 

"Two companies of the Westmorland Militia marched from hence for 
Carlisle, on Tuesday morning 

Hogarth and Hayes 

Hogarth and Hayes took over the Keswick 
Pencil Factory in 1875 from the original 
owner, A. Wren. It became the Cumberland 
Pencil Company in 1916. 

The tradition of pencil making began over 150 
years ago at Keswick. It began as a cottage 
industry, and wasn’t until 1832 that the first 
pencil factory opened in Keswick. By 1851 

there were four factories in the town. In 1930 the first 24 colours of pencil 
were developed, a range expanding to 72 by 1945. 

Graphite was first discovered on Seathwaite Fell in Borrowdale in 1555. 
Initially, during Queen Elizabeth’s reign, it was used for making moulds for 
cannon balls rather than pencils. Its importance was such that much of the 
deposits were stolen and smuggled out of the region. The reserves of 
Graphite had run out by 1833, and now the graphite used in the pencil factory 
is imported to Keswick. 

To this day the manufacturing methods provide enviable standards of 
reliability and consistency and the factory produces one of the most highly 
regarded brands of fine art pencils in the world. 

"Last week a Salmon was found dead, in Jones River, near Keswick, 
that weighed sixty-three Pounds and three quarters." 

 
The Speddings 
 

Mirehouse has been the Spedding 
family home for over 300 years. 
The remarkable old house has 
gardens facing Bassenthwaite Lake 
with Dodd wood and Skiddaw at 
the rear. 
 
The house has many literary and 
artistic connections, including 
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portraits and manuscripts of Southey, Wordsworth and Tennyson - three poet 
laureates. All were friends of the Spedding family. 
 
Lord Tennyson wrote his poem “Morte D’Arthur” while staying at Mirehouse in 
1835 and St Bega’s Church inspired the lines: 
 
 “…to a chapel nigh the field, 
 A broken chancel with a broken cross, 
 That stood on a dark straight of barren land,” 
 

Whitehaven, last Tue morning: "a square rigged vessel was seen 
standing towards this port, and, after having stood close in shore, was 
observed to stand to the northward, as if bound to Workington; but 
being seen, afterwards, stretching to the southward, various 
conjectures were formed about her, and she was strongly suspected to 
be an enemy. 
 

Harvey Goodwin 
Buried at Crossthwaite Church 

Harvey Goodwin was Bishop of Carlisle from 
October 28th 1869 to 1891. A monument stands in 
his memory at Crossthwaite Church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanted immediately a young man, or boy, for an Apprentice to a 
Painter, one of a tolerable genius for design or drawing, would be most 
acceptable. 

George Cheshire 

Cremated at Distington 

At 6ft 6in George Cheshire was a well known character 
around Keswick. He died at the age of 60 after suffering 
ill health for many years following his heart transplant 
operation 13 years previous. 

Mr Cheshire was a heart transplant pioneer but his 
recovery was marred by other health problems, many of 
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them thought to stem from the large quantity of anti-rejection medication he 
had to take daily. 

George lived in a house on Stanger Street in Keswick, where the locals would 
soon get used to the ritual flag flying that became part of daily life. He had 
collections of many flags from around the world and would fly them to mark 
specific national days around the world. 

Mr Cheshire loved to holiday in Malta, and he made his last visit to the region 
last November. Before his death he had been working long hours in an 
attempt to finish a book about Malta and its churches and religious links. 
George had been invited over by the Maltese government the previous year 
and an email was sent to them notifying them of his death. 

Poignantly, only a few weeks before his death George gathered 26 of his 
friends together in Portinscale Village Hall for what was to be a farewell 
gathering. It was what friends called a fitting way for George to say goodbye 
to them and goodbye to life. 

Mr Cheshire’s funeral took place at Crossthwaite church, followed by a private 
cremation at Distington. 
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People of Allerdale and the Surrounding Area 
 
Abraham Fletcher   
 
Buried in a Chapel Graveyard in Little Broughton 
 
Abraham Fletcher was born in Little Broughton on November the 1st 1714 and 
was the first child of five. 
 
His father was a clay pipe maker and the village at the time mainly consisted 
of pipe makers and weavers. Abraham learnt the skill of pipe making and was 
sent to school at the cost of one penny a week; however after three weeks he 
withdrew and was never allowed to return. 
 
He was then self taught, first teaching himself to read and then studying 
arithmetic, all done after a hard days work. Abraham did not receive any help 
from his parents indeed he received only opposition and accusations of 
extravagance from them. Despite his parents he gained a vast amount of 
knowledge and became proficient in algebra. 
 
He married Mary Peat, of Mawbray, in 1735. However his wife, as his parents 
before, did not approve of his book learning. In 1739 Abraham built a cottage, 
two rooms downstairs and a loft above them, which he used as a study for 
himself. There he spent many a night working, whilst his wife slept, lit only by 
a tallow dip. 
 
At the age of about 30 he became a schoolmaster, giving up his occupation 
as a pipe maker. He also became an author and in 1752 his book, “The 
Universal Measure” was published in Whitehaven, with 564 pages. In 1762 a 
second edition appeared entitled “The Universal Measurer and Mechanic” with 
eleven copper plates. This had 490 pages, and was published by J. 
Richardson, London. His next book was “Treatise on Optics”. 
 
His next interest was in medical practice, and he gathered his own herbs. He 
became much in demand and was known as Dr. Fletcher, and travelled as far 
as Carlisle in the pursuit of his practice. 
 
He then became interested in astronomy and after the age of 70 he gave up 
his travelling practice but continued with home consultations. He suffered from 
asthma and died on new years day 1793 aged 79. He was buried in the 
Baptist Chapel graveyard in Little Broughton. At his death Abraham left four 
thousand pounds to his large family of eight daughters and two sons one of 
whom, William followed in Abraham’s footsteps and became a doctor. 
 

"Ulverstone, Nov 10. Last night two young men were unfortunately 
killed by the bursting of a gun, and several other people thereby 
dangerously wounded. This accident proceeded from the rejoicings on 
news being received of the King's troops having taken Possession of 
New York." 
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William Hetherington  
 
Buried in Dean Churchyard  
 
William Hetherington was born on the 25th March 1787 at Branthwaite Hall, 
Dean and lived for some years in Kirkgate, Cockermouth. 
 
He was a land owner and surveyor and a well educated man. 
 
He published two books of verse, one in 1837 called, “Branthwaite Hall and 
other Poems”, and in 1850, “Branthwaite Hall and Poems”. “Elegy on the 
Death of William Pearson” was thought to be William’s best poem. 
 
He died at Ullock on the 16th January 1865, and lies in Dean Churchyard. 
 

"Forty shillings a piece was bid lately, by several butchers, in the 
neighbourhood of Keswick, for fat wether sheep, against Christmas, but 
the farmer would not take less than two guineas." 

 
John Dalton   
 
Lived in Eaglesfield 
 

John Dalton was born to a Quaker 
weaver on September 6th 1766. 
Originating from Eaglesfield John 
Dalton would become to be 
regarded as a brilliant chemist and 
physicist who developed the atomic 
theory of matter. 
 
He was only 12 when he took 
charge of a Quaker school in 
Cumberland. Two years later he 
was teaching with his brother at a 

school in Kendal, where he stayed for 12 years. He became a maths and 
natural philosophy teacher at New College in Manchester, a position he 
resigned in 1799 to become a public and private maths and chemistry teacher 
and secretary of the Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society. In 1817 
he became president of the Philosophical Society, an honorary office he held 
until his death. 
 
He kept a detailed diary of meteorological observations recording the climate 
changes of the Lake District. Along with Cumbria geologist and meteorologist 
Jonathan Otley, Dalton determined heights above sea level of some of 
the county's fells. 
 
His work also included studying the phenomenon of auroras - luminous, 
sometimes coloured, displays in the sky caused by electrical disturbances. His 
work on the aurora concluded that a relationship must exist between the 
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aurora beams and the earth's magnetism. 
  
Dalton was the first to confirm the theory that rain is caused not by a change 
in atmospheric pressure but by a drop in temperature. He also became 
interested in colour blindness, which he and his brother both suffered from.  
 
Though his research was discredited during his lifetime, the meticulous way in 
which he carried it out was so broadly recognised that Daltonism became a 
common term for colour blindness 
 
His early studies on gases led to the development of the law of partial 
pressures (known as Dalton's Law), which states that the total pressure of a 
mixture of gases equals the sum of the pressures of the gases in the mixture, 

each gas acting independently. These experiments 
also resulted in his theory that as gas expands it rises 
in temperature. Following this he devised other tests 
that proved the solubility of gases in water and the rate 
of diffusion of gases. 
 
Finally, he developed his masterpiece - the atomic 
theory, which says that all elements are composed on 
tiny indestructible particles called atoms that are all 
alike and have the same atomic weight. Today, units 
of atomic mass are often referred to as Dalton's in his 
honour. 
 

He died from his third heart attack on July 27, 1844, aged 78. 
 
After his death, 40,000 people filed past his coffin as it lay in state at the Town 
Hall in Manchester. The funeral procession to Ardwick cemetery was a mile 
long with 100 carriages and many dignitaries on foot. Shops and businesses 
were closed by order of the mayor and people lined the streets in silence. 
 
A fellow of the Royal Society, from whom he received the Gold Medal in 1826 
and a member of the French Academy of Sciences, John Dalton was a co-
founder of the British Association for the Advancement of Science. He has a 
street named after him in Manchester city centre, there is a statue of him in 
the Town Hall entrance and another stands outside Dalton College of 
Technology, now part of Manchester Metropolitan University. 
 

On Sunday about noon a melancholy accident happened at the Smock 
Mill near Knavesmire; Robert Dent and Thomas Wood, partners in the 
adjoining mill, called at the first-mentioned one, where they had not 
been more than five minutes, before one of the stones broke (owing, it 
is supposed, to the velocity of its motion) which struck them with such 
violence, that Dent had one of his feet torn off, and his leg fractured in 
a terrible manner, four inches below the knee, and Wood had his leg 
broken nearly in the same place. They were conveyed to the Hospital, 
and each had his leg amputated immediately. Dent died in great 
agonies on Tuesday morning, and has left a wife and five small 
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children; Wood (who has been married only about a month) is 
languishing without hopes of recovery. - It certainly behoves millers, by 
some means or other, to guard against accidents so truly calamitous as 
the above related; the binding their mill stones with strong hoops of 
iron, has been recommended..." 

 
John Peel  
 
Buried at Caldbeck Church 

 
John Peel was born in Greenrigg, near 
Caldbeck in 1776. His memory lives on as he 
has been immortalised in song. The verse, 
John Peel, was written by John Woodcock 
Graves, a young coach painter from Wigton, 
who moved into the village for a job as a mill 
manager  
 
Peel was born to yeoman farmer William 
Peel and his wife Lettice, whose maiden 
name was Scott. The exact date is not 
known but his baptism is recorded in the 
parish church register on September 24, 
1777. 
 
At the age of 20, he fell for local girl Mary 
White, who was aged 18 and from nearby 
Uldale. They were forbidden from marrying 
by her mother but they ran away to Gretna 
Green - 17 miles away - and married. The 

marriage received the church's blessing at Caldbeck on December 18, 1797 
and is recorded in the parish register there. They had 13 children, six sons 
and seven daughters. 
 
Mary inherited from her father a small property at Ruthwaite, near Ireby and 
Peel -said to be about six feet tall, with an erect and powerful frame, well-
chiselled features and sparkling blue eyes - lived there from 1823. 
 
Peel was appointed huntsman to Sir Frederick Fletcher Vane in 1829 and 
although a farmer, he managed to hunt two and sometimes three days a week 
 
Peel died on November 13, 1854 - aged 78 - after falling from his horse and 
more than 3,000 people attended his funeral. He is buried at Caldbeck church 
alongside his wife and 11 of their children 
 

A sow belonging to Mr William Casson, maltster of Broughton, Lancs., 
had a litter of 20 piglets on 8 Dec, all healthy and strong; "the owner is 
determined to use every endeavour to raise her numerous offspring: - 
The sow is of the large breed, is uncommonly fat, and has had six 
litters before, in none of which she ever exceeded eleven." 
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Private James Smith  
 
Moved to Middlesbrough 
 
James Smith was born James Alexander Glenn on January 5th, 1881 and is 
thought to have taken his mother's maiden name so he could enlist at the age 
of 13 into the Third Militia Battalion. He served as a regular soldier and was 
discharged into the Army Reserve but was called up in August 1914 and sent 
overseas. In March 1915, three months after his courageous acts, he was 
wounded and returned to Workington.  
 

"Workington’s VC winner is a big strong fellow. He is disinclined to talk 
about himself and anything he has done or seen, although he has seen 
some fierce fighting and some terrible scenes." 
 

This is how, on April 21, 1915, the old West Cumberland Times described 
Private James Smith, who was awarded the Victoria Cross on December 21, 
1914 at Rouges Bancs, near Armentieres, Northern France. The Victoria 
Cross is the country’s highest military award for bravery. 
 
The West Cumberland Times recorded how Pte Smith arrived home to 
Workington by the last train from Carlisle. 

  
"That he did not manage entirely to avoid the welcome waiting for him 
was due to his being 'spotted' on the train at Wigton. The news was 
wired on to Maryport and from Maryport to Workington and when he 
appeared his modesty was shocked by the reception.” 
 
“He found himself taken prisoner and hoisted shoulder high before he 
left the booking hall and he narrowly escaped being carried in triumph 
through the streets. The artillerymen and band had not heard of his 
'second coming' in time and the borough fathers had definitely 
abandoned hope of surprising him so these were not there. But the 
others were numerous and amid congratulatory greetings of all sorts he 
was carried like the hero that he has proved himself, to his father's 
house in Southey Street." 
 

To loud and prolonged applause, the mayor presented Pte Smith with a medal 
and a purse containing 25 sovereigns and the audience sang For He’s A Jolly 
Good fellow.  
Pte Smith replied: 
  

"Well ladies and gentlemen; I am very pleased that Workington has 
seen fit to honour me. I thank them all - the council and the people of 
Workington who have thought so much of me. To one and all I am 
'yours truly' a chip off the old block.” 

 
He served overseas until January 1917, returned to England and was finally 
discharged on January 8, 1919. After the war, he went back to Middlesbrough. 
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He served with the Home Guard during the Second World War and died in 
May 1968, aged 88. His medals were bequeathed to the Border Regiment and 
are on display in the regimental museum at Carlisle Castle. 
 

A "remarkable instance of the great increase of that valuable root the 
potatoe- Mr. William Holme, Tanner, in Langdale, Westmorland, took 
up, about a fortnight ago, 81 potatoes (the produce of one stalk) which 
weighed 30 pounds, 5 of which weighed 3 pounds, and 20 of the rest 
weighed 10 pounds; the whole measured two hoops, or 12 quarts, and 
were all free from putrefaction- the potatoe from which the whole 
sprung was carried into the garden, by accident, among some 
manure." 

 
 

Extraordinary journey on foot, Friday last week: John Hayton of 
Dovenby, weight about 18 stone, left Whitehaven at 4am, breakfasted 
at Dovenby 6.20, dined at Abbey-Holme 12.30, drank tea at Hesket-
New-Market 3.30, supped at Banneckburn near Cockermouth 7pm, 
and went to bed in his own house at Dovenby at 10.30. Total distance 
74 miles 

James Berry 
 
Workington Hangman 

 
 James berry was the Public Hangman who had assisted at 
500 executions and personally hung 193 persons. 
 
Workington had many forms of entertainment, the Eisteddfod, 
which became the music festival, the dance halls and cinema, 
but the Public Hangman provided the weirdest from of 
entertainment. 
 

In 1894 James Berry went on the lecture circuit. His talks were illustrated with 
slides of murderers, prisons, scaffolds and tools of his trade, such as the 
noose. 
 
Unsurprisingly James Berry was less than welcome in some towns, but at 
Workington Public Hall, he drew a capacity audience who were also treated to 
songs and comedy by Harry Kemble, who was famous on the London stage at 
the time. 
 

"A Gentleman, a few days ago, for no considerable wager, engaged to 
walk, backwards, from the great arch at Bransty, in this town, to the 
Turnpike Gate, which are nearly a mile distant, in thirty minutes- at first 
he met with some difficulty in getting up the hill, and the odds ran much 
against him- he fell twice- however, after all his difficulties, he got to the 
gate two minutes sooner than the time limited. - The parties then 
adjourned to a public house, to refresh themselves; and, tho' it may 
appear strange, it is said, that some of them had afterwards more 
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difficulty to go forward than our extraordinary racer met with in going 
backward." 

 
"We hear that on Tuesday last, one Elizabeth Brown, a soldier's wife, 
and a native of Scotland, was committed to Carlisle Goal for picking 
pockets at Penrith Fair. It is supposed she has an accomplice who 
appears sometimes in the character of a ballad-singer. The same day a 
young man was detected in stealing a horseman's coat, but being a 
stout fellow he was suffered to put himself under the tuition of a 
recruiting sergeant." 

 
Gus Risman 
 
Buried in Brigham Cemetery 
 
Grave No. 115 A 
 
Gus Risman was born in 1911 to Latvian parents who had settled in Cardiff. 
 
He was spotted by Lance Todd, the New Zealand born manager of Salford, 
when he was just 17 and was a footballer that many teams coveted. Cardiff 

rugby union club was interested in him as was 
association football side Tottenham Hotspur, whose 
scouts arrived at his home looking to sign a left back 
only to find that he had signed on January 31, 1929, 
for Salford RL for a fee of 77 pounds. He became 
the greatest centre three-quarter of the decade. 
 
Gus Risman had a phenomenal career - 25 years 
and four months between his August 31, 1929 debut 
for Salford and his final match for Batley, with a 
tremendous stint at newly-formed Workington in 
between. 
 

He was 43 years old when he hung up his boots and only two British players 
are famous for being older than that, Joe Ferguson, of Oldham and Jeff 
Grayshon, who finished up with Batley. He was more than 41 when he 
received the Challenge Cup at Wembley in 1952. Captaining the side from 
fullback, he kicked a penalty in the first minute and converted two tries later 
on. 

 
In his eight years as player-coach of Workington Town he 
formed a team capable of beating anyone else in the 
league and they won a championship as well as the 
Challenge Cup, after beating York, St Helen's, Warrington 
and Barrow on their way to Wembley. 
 
In 301 games for the West Cumbrians, five feet 10 inches 
tall Risman, a supreme tactician, kicked 717 goals and 
scored 33 tries. 
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His international life had finished by the time he moved to 
West Cumbria but it had been a successful one over 14 
seasons. His first representative honour was in 1930 at 
centre for the Glamorgan and Monmouthshire side that 
beat Yorkshire 14-10. He scored a try. Four months later 
he played for Wales against England and that was to be 
the first of 18 caps. He also gained one for England in the 
first match France played in Paris in 1934. 
 
He had his first taste of Test football on the 1932 tour to 
Australia and toured again in 1936 and then as one of the 
1946 Indomitables, the visitors who went Down Under on 
board the aircraft carrier of that name and returned 

unbeaten. 
 
Both of Risman's sons were acclaimed rugby players - John with Workington, 
Fulham, Blackpool and Carlisle and Bev with Leigh and Leeds. 
  
Gus Risman was one of the original nine inductees into the rugby league Hall 
of Fame in 1988. He died on October 17, 1994, aged 83. He was buried in 
Brigham cemetery on the 21st of October. 
 
Gus Risman Factfile: 
 
Played for Wales 18 times (1931-1945)  
Played for Great Britain 17 times (1932-1946)  
Toured Australia three times (1932, 1936 and 1946) and captained the side in 
nine Test matches.  
 
With Salford, he scored 2,007 points in 427 games and won the 
Championship in 1933, 1937 and 1939 and Challenge Cup in 1938. 
  
With Workington, he scored 1,533 points in 301 games and won the 
Challenge Cup in 1952  
 
Played 873 first class games, scoring 232 tries, 1,678 goals and amassing 
4,052 points  
 
Workington Town 1952 Challenge Cup winning team: 
 
Gus Risman, Johnny Lawrenson, Tony Paskins, Eppie Gibson, George 
Wilson, John Thomas, Albert Pepperell, Jimmy Hayton, Vivian McKeating, 
Jimmy Wareing, John Mudge, Bevan Wilson, Billy Ivison. 
 
 

John Sander, nursery-man at Keswick, has ready for sale a large 
quantity of Scotch Firs, from 1-4 years old; "a great number of Oaks, 
Ashes, Elms & Beech; Crab & Thorn Quicks; with a Variety of Fruit 
Trees of the best Kind; and a great many Sorts of Forest Trees. Turnip 
Seeds and all kinds of Grass and Garden Seeds. Likewise a large 
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quantity of seedling Oaks, Ashes and Scotch Firs, fit for transplanting; 
and Cabbage Plants of all kinds." 

For sale, to the highest bidder, at the King's Arms (Mr Buck's) in 
Lowther-street, Whitehaven, on 19 Dec: 
Freehold houses, with garden etc., formerly belonging to John Rogers 
of Crofts, now let for £20 yearly or more; frontage 21.5 yds to Scotch-
street, 23 yds to Peter-street; paying £1/1/6 annual free rent to Sir 
James Lowther, Bart. Possession available from Whitsuntide next. To 
view, apply to John Collins (a tenant); further details from Mr Thomas 
Baxter of Crofts, Mr Steel of Acrewalls or Mr John Thompson of 
Cleamire 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

Lived in Greta Hall, Keswick 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge was born in the village of Ottery St Mary, Devon on 
October 21, 1772 and was one of England’s great poets. In 1800 he moved to 
Greta Hall in Keswick. 

He lost his father when he was only nine years old, but even by this age he 
was showing amazing talent. He was sent to school at Christ’s Hospital 
London. Here he amazed everyone by reciting Homer in Greek and 
expounding Plotinus. He was a multi talented and precocious child trying his 
hand at medicine, metaphysics and poetry.  
 
Coleridge moved on to study at Jesus College Cambridge and received two 
scholarships. He also threw himself into the politics of the time, it being the 
aftermath of the French Revolution, choosing the revolutionary side. Before 
completing his degree Coleridge fled to London in 1793 due to mounting 
debts. In the same year he enlisted in the 15th regiment of the Light Dragoons 
under a pseudonym but lasted only four months due to his inability to stay on 
his horse. 
 
After returning to Cambridge and failing to get his degree he set upon his next 
project together with friends Robert Southey, Robert Lovell and George 
Burnett. They planned to set up a utopian community living by the principles of 
pantisocracy, a political system they devised. However nothing became of the 
plan. 
 
In 1795 he married Sara Fricker, the sister of Robert Southey’s wife, Edith. 
Their first son, Hartley, was born a year later. 
 
The same year Coleridge met William Wordsworth with whom he spent a lot 
of time discussing poetry, politics and philosophy. The two also decided to 
collaborate on a volume of poems intended to revolutionise contemporary 
poetry. The volume was called “Lyrical Ballards” and was first published in 
1798. In September of that year he joined the Wordsworth’s on a tour of 
Germany. 
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In July 1800 Coleridge moved with his family to Greta Hall, Keswick, where he 
was joined in 1803 by Robert Southey. He was a regular visitor to Dove 
Cottage and appeared in Dorothy Wordsworth’s Grasmere Journal. 
  
Due to his failing health and dependence on laudanum he accepted a post in 
Malta as secretary to the acting governor from 1804 to 1806. 
 
On his return to England his health did not improve and he separated from his 
wife and lived with the Wordsworth’s at Grasmere, leaving his family in 
Keswick. 
 
His relationship with Wordsworth was worsening due to Wordsworth’s 
disapproval of the way Coleridge handled his family obligations. Coleridge 
settled in London in 1810 and even with chronic illness and an addiction to 
opium he remained a highly active literary figure 
 
In 1824 he was elected a fellow of the Royal Society of Literature, which 
entitled him to an annuity of 105 pounds. Nine years later he revisited 
Cambridge, where he still talked with his usual skill and brilliance but soon 
after, his health deteriorated and he died on July 25, 1834. 
  
Coleridge is buried in Highgate cemetery, London. 
 

"Twenty Pounds Reward" 
On the night of Dec 5, a bay saddle mare (with star on her forehead, 
two white specks on her fore-feet, about 14 hands, "in very high 
Condition") was taken from the field in Moresby "and most violently 
heated, either by carrying or riding, or possibly both, and afterwards 
turned loose and found dead near Mr GALE's estate of the High" the 
next morning. The reward is payable to anybody who give evidence 
leading to prosecution within the next year, by Samuel Martin, 
Whitehaven, dated 9 Dec 1776. 

For sale at the White Swan, Penrith (William Nelson's), Dec 31: over 
400 Oak trees, all numbered and crossed, plus a large quantity of Birch 
wood, numbered and set out, "all now growing in Middleskeugh Wood, 
in the Parish of Saint Mary, without the City of Carlisle, in a place called 
Silly Wreay, near Sewell Gate, in the Parish of Skelton... the Property 
of LYONEL WRIGHT FLETCHER, Esquire". Further details from Mr 
Benham at Hutton Hall, or Mr Whelpdale, attorney in Penrith. To view, 
contact John Walker, the Hind, at Middleskeugh Hall 

John Ruskin 

Buried in St Andrew’s Churchyard, Coniston 
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John Ruskin made his home at Brantwood, on the 
shores of Coniston Water from 1872 until his death 
in 1900. It became a great artistic centre and 
contains many of Ruskin’s drawings and 
watercolours. 

He was born in 1819 in London, the son of a sherry 
merchant. 

Ruskin was a keen naturalist and was very aware of 
the damage that man was causing to the natural 
environment. He recorded the climatic impact of 
pollution and even predicted what we now know as 
the greenhouse effect. Many other issues which he 
campaigned on are still valid today – town and 
country planning, green belts and smokeless zones.  

He made his first trip to Keswick in 1824 at the age 
of 5. There is a memorial erected in his memory at 
Friars Crag due to the efforts of Canon Rawnsley 
after Ruskin’s death due to Ruskin’s comment that 
“the first thing I remember as an event in life was 
being taken by my nurse to the brow of Friars Crag 
on Derwentwater.” 

Ruskin again stayed briefly in Keswick in 1826 and 
then again on a family holiday in 1830. He wrote a 
2310 line poem at the age of 11 describing his 
experiences traveling from Windermere to 
Hawkshead and Coniston, a highly competent work 

for a boy of his age. 

Ruskin was appointed Slade Professor of Fine Art at Oxford University in 
1869, and it was here where he met Hardwicke Rawnsley, the start of a life 
long friendship. 

Ruskin died at Brantwood of influenza on 20 Jan 1900, and is buried in the 
churchyard of St Andrew's Church in Coniston. His grave is marked with a 
large carved cross made from green slate from the local quarry at 
Tilberthwaite. It was designed by W.G. Collingwood, who was an expert on 
Anglo-Saxon crosses, with symbols depicting important aspects of Ruskin's 
work and life. A year later W.G. Collingwood worked to set up an exhibition, 
now called the Ruskin Museum, at the back of the Coniston Mechanics 
Institute, as a place to preserve any Ruskin mementoes that could be found. 
In 1901 the building was opened by Canon Rawnsley, and now gets almost as 
many visitors as Brantwood itself.  

The Armitt in Ambleside contains a section on John Ruskin, and also a 
section on W.G. Collingwood and his family. The guidebook to Brantwood 

http://www.visitcumbria.com/amb/cha9.htm
http://www.visitcumbria.com/amb/rusmus.htm
http://www.visitcumbria.com/amb/armitt.htm
http://www.visitcumbria.com/amb/amble.htm
http://www.visitcumbria.com/wgcoll.htm
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contains much information about Ruskin's life, as well as the history of the 
Brantwood estate. 

For sale at the Globe, Cockermouth (Richard Docker's), Dec 27: "A 
Quantity of OAK, ASH, and UNDERWOOD, now standing and growing 
in the Low Spring" at Wythop, Lorton, all numbered and crossed. Plus 
"all the WOOD (except the Oak, Willows, and Hassel") growing at the 
south or side of Silver How in Wythop "great Part of which is fit to make 
Charcoal of". Plus "a Quantity of Wood, growing in Hogg Park, 
Cringling, and Bleashows in Wythop"; property of Lyonel Wright 
Fletcher, Esq.  
Further details from Mr Whelpdale, attorney in Penrith, or John Wilson, 
of Lowthwaite in Wythop  
 
17 Dec 1776- DIED:  
Last Tue: Mr William Batty "many years an eminent cheesemonger and 
grocer in this town" 
Last Wed, at Workington Hall: Mrs Curwen, wife of Henry Curwen Esq.  
Last Wed, at Carlisle: Mrs Coulthard, "wife of Mr Jacob Coulthard, late 
of Wigton". 
Last Thu, at Cockermouth: Elizabeth Fletcher of that place, age 100. 
 
To let by auction at the Royal Oak Inn, Keswick, 13 Feb 1779, 2pm-
6pm: tolls for 4 years at the Brow-Top, High-Hill and Brigham (near 
Keswick) turnpike gates on the roads from Cockermouth to Penrith and 
from Keswick to Dunmail Rays. 
Last year, the tolls were let for: Brow-Top £26/4/6 per annum; High-Hill 
£85/11/0 per annum; Brigham £39/10/0 per annum, over and above the 
expense of collection. Winning bidders must give sufficient sureties, to 
be approved by the Trustees present at the auction, for the monthly 
payment of the agreed rent. 

John Dalton 

Born in Dean 

John Dalton was born at Dean in 1709. He was an admired poet and wrote 
verses describing Keswick and its surroundings. His father was rector of Dean 
Vicarage where John was born. 

He was educated at Queen’s College Oxford, and after completing his course 
he became tutor to Lord Beauchamp. In 1750 he adapted to stage Milton’s 
“Masque of Comus”. During the running of the play, which was a great 
success, Dalton organised a benefit for Milton’s grand-daughter, which 
produced over £120. Afterwards he obtained a prebendal stall in Worcester 
Cathedral, and died in 1763. 

12 Jan: a terrible fire broke out in the barn and stable of Thomas 
Kendal of Suberthwaite in the parish of Ulverstone in Lancashire, which 
raged with great violence for two hours, and consumed the same to 
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ashes; together with a considerable part of his hay, barley and oats, a 
quantity of oak timber, and several articles of husbandry gear 

Last Thu, Whitehaven's inhabitants "were agreeably surprized, by the 
appearance of tha Hazard privateer, Capt. Jackson, which came into 
port, after saluting the town.- On the 13th inst. in the morning, she fell 
in with a fleet of upwards of 40 sail of French merchantmen, under 
convoy for the West Indies; about eleven o'clock, observing a brig to 
leeward, Captain Jackson stood for, and came up with her about 
twelve, and ordered her to strike, on which the Frenchman attempted to 
run him down, but failing in the attempt, and carrying away her own 
bowsprit and foremast, she struck and proved to be the Dragon, Capt. 
Jean Ecorceville, a brig of about 200 tons, bound from Rouen to St. 
Domingo. 
The weather being foggy, Capt. Jackson parted with his prize, on 
Monday morning, and it is reported she is put into Corke." 
"The French prisoners brought in here by the Hazard privateer were 
sent off to Carlisle, on Saturday morning." 
Whitehaven, Tue morning: "William Cughtry and Edward Bowes, two 
apprentices, belonging to vessels in this port, were found dead near the 
head of the old tongue. It is supposed they had fallen into the water, 
attempting to get on ship-board in the night-time, as they were seen in 
town pretty late." 

Josefina de Vasconcellos 

Lived in Isel Hall near Cockermouth 

Josefina de Vasconcellos was born in 1904 and shared her childhood 
between Brazil and England. In 1921 she gained a scholarship to the Royal 
Academy and became so skilled in stone carving she was placed runner-up in 
the 1930 Prix de Rome contest. By the age of 19 she was accepted to the 
Grand Chaumiere in Paris where she studied under Bourdelle, who was one 
of Rodin’s assistants. 

Left: Josefina’s “Mary and the Child” sculptor in 
St Paul’s cathedral, London. 

She met her future husband, the artist and 
Anglican Priest, Delmar Banner in 1930. They 
went on to adopt two boys and move to Little 
Langdale in the heart of the Lake District. She 
carved in an outhouse while her husband 
painted the Lakeland landscape. The family 
also helped to found the outward bound centre, 
Outpost Emmaus, aimed at disadvantaged 
boys. For this work Josefina was later honoured 
with an MBE. 



People of Allerdale and the Surrounding Area Page 121 
   
 

The Past People of Allerdale  Page 121 

She completed many sculptors including works at Gloucester, Coventry and 
Liverpool Cathedrals, with one housed in St Paul’s Cathedral in London. 

In 1988 illness forced Josefina to move from Little Langdale to Isel Hall near 
Cockermouth. She then moved to a small cottage in Ambleside where she 
continued working into the 90’s. 

MARRIED:  
Lately at Kendal: Mr Charles Johnstone, in his 50th year, & Mrs Martha 
Armen, "a widow lady in her 75th year". 

28 Jan 1777- DIED:  
Last Thu, at Cockermouth, Mr Thomas Birkett. 
Lately, at Hexham, "the lady of Robert Lowes, Esq; of that place", sister 
of the late John Colling Esq., of Long-Newton 
Lately, at Carlisle, Mr William Robertson, painter, formerly of 
Whitehaven. 
Lately, at Carlisle, Mr Richard Matthews, armourer of the Carlisle 
garrison, age 105  

Jonathon Dodgson Carr 

Founder of Carr’s Biscuits, Carlisle 

Jonathon Dodgson Carr was born the son of a 
Quaker grocer. He was a remarkable man whose life 
was characterised by hard work and invention. 
 
In 1831, aged 25, Carr set off on his journey from 
Kendal to Carlisle, determined to be a success. He 
set up shop as a baker in Castle Street on June 29 
and the rest, as they say, is history. 
 
Within 15 years Carr’s of Carlisle had become one of 
the largest baking businesses in Britain. He also 
campaigned against Slavery and the Corn Laws. 

 
Carr’s biscuit factory dominated Caldewgate for over a century and was run 
by the family for over 175 years. With the passing of Ian Carr, the family 
connection has now ended and Carr’s is now only a part of a large 
conglomerate. 
 
Carr began milling flour in 1836 and was the first person to recognise the 
benefits of high quality Canadian wheat, which is now imported directly into 
Silloth Docks. 
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	Above: The original deeds for Cockermouth cemetery, 1885.
	In the Earl’s last will and testament he left “all his Freehold Honors, Manors, Lordships, Castles, Buildings, Farms, Lands, Mines, Fisheries, Rents, Tolls, Rectories, Tithes” to his second natural son Henry Wyndham.
	The land was valued by William Hetherington of Cockermouth and William Dickinson of North Mosses, “two able practical surveyors”. Dickinson was nominated by Henry Wyndham and Hetherington by the Burial Board.
	The original cemetery grounds cost £375 and was the size of 5 acres “or thereabouts”. It was bounded to the north and east by lands of Henry Wyndham, to the south by lands owned by Edward Fawcett and to the west by Turnpike Road leading from Cockermou...
	T
	In 1920 further “pieces or parcels of land” were bought. The cost of the land which was 6 acres, 3 roods and 36 perches, was £775 which was to be “paid into the account of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for England”. The land purchased on the other ...
	Silloth R.A.F
	Blome Herwart
	Robinson Mitchell
	James Ratcliffe Bleasdale (Cousin Charley)
	Morgan Edwards
	James Graham
	John Wordsworth
	Buried at All Saints Church Cockermouth
	Thought to be buried in Pitcairn Island


	William Wordsworth
	Buried at St Oswald's Church, Grasmere
	Humphrey Pockington Senhouse
	Buried in Thurstanton Churchyard

	Captain John Rich
	The Walker Brothers
	Robert Neill Walker


	Wilson Walker
	Joseph Ashley

	Richard Robinson
	Section 5 Division K Grave No. 87
	Bill Minto
	Cremated at Distington

	Nancy Patterson
	Buried in Salterbeck Cemetery
	Section 3 Division L Grave No. 59
	The Foot and Hand Disease

	Bett Chambers
	The Curwens
	Emily Leigh Curwen
	Lilian Francis Curwen
	Henry Curwen
	John Christian Curwen
	Charles James Valentine
	George James Snelus
	James Duffield


	Robert Ernest Highton
	John Scurrah Randles
	Cholera at Workington


	Dr A. Peat
	Helena Thompson
	Mary Messenger
	James Berry


