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1 Introduction 
 
 
Green infrastructure in Allerdale should form an attractive, distinctive, 
accessible, diverse and multi-functional network of green spaces and links, 
landscapes, biodiversity and heritage assets in and around the Allerdale area 
that seeks to meet the social, economic and environmental needs of all 
communities.  It will do this by promoting: 
 

• High quality places to live, work and visit, and providing an attractive 
environment for business and inward investment; 

 

• The protection and enhancement of key ecological habitats and 
species; 

 

• New landscapes, gateways, transport corridors and other approaches 
to key towns and settlements; 

 

• Health and fitness through provision of opportunities for community 
involvement in exercise, sport and active recreations; 

 

• Improvements in air, water and soil quality and more sustainable 
drainage and flood mitigation solutions; 

 

• The protection, re-creation and rehabilitation of landscapes and 
habitats damaged or lost by development or land management 
practices; 

 

• The potential of archaeological, historical and cultural heritage features 
to contribute to local identity and sense of place; 

 

• Opportunities for farmers, foresters and other land managers to 
diversify and the management of woodlands, water meadows and 
grasslands as publicly accessible green spaces. 

 
 
The GI network will be protected, enhanced and where appropriate 
extended through public and private sector investment.  It will be widely 
recognised and valued by local communities, and offer opportunities for 
education, skills development and learning.  The network will connect 
urban and rural settlements and the open countryside, and provide a 
spatial planning framework to guide sustainable development in the 
Allerdale area.   

 
 



1.1 Purpose of the Document 
 

• To identify and map the key physical, natural, ecological, biodiversity, 
landscape, access, historical and recreational attributes that contribute 
to the Green Infrastructure network in Allerdale; 

 

• To identify and map potential new and enhanced assets that are 
required to improve the functionality of the Green Infrastructure 
network, including opportunities for landscape and habitat 
enhancement and provision of new green spaces; 

 

• To identify opportunities for flood risk management; 
 

• To ensure the Green Infrastructure network crosses urban and rural 
boundaries, existing and proposed communities, addresses quality in 
the landscape and reflects local character; 

 

• To identify key issues and formulate potential options for future policies 
for planning, management and design of green infrastructure in 
Allerdale. 

 
 

 
 
1.2 Structure & Methodology of the Document 
 
The GIP will be progressed in 2 parts: 
 
Part 1 Analysis of all environmental assets and attributes that 

contribute to existing Green Infrastructure in Allerdale.   
 

Identification of generic Green Infrastructure opportunities based 
on existing provision, gaps in provision and projects identified in 
existing stakeholder improvement plans. 
 
 

Part 2 Consultation with stakeholders on Part 1, to inform the viability 
of opportunities identified and to inspire future Green 
Infrastructure opportunities. 

  
 Development of Green Infrastructure guidelines, options and 

potential policies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1.3 Study Area 
 
The opportunities identified in this plan are based upon the following main 
localities in Allerdale:  
 
Workington, Cockermouth, Maryport, Wigton, Aspatria, Silloth 
 
 

 
Figure 1.1 – Localities within Allerdale 

 
This reflects the existing inhabited areas of the borough and also the key 
likely growth areas within the borough. 
 
This is based on the best practice approach that Green Infrastructure can fulfil 
more functions and benefits when located close to the population centres. 
 
 



2 Context & Policy 
 
 
2.1 What is Green Infrastructure? 
 
“Green Infrastructure is the network of natural environmental components and 
green and blue spaces that lies within and between the North West's cities, 
towns and villages which provides multiple social, economic and 
environmental benefits. In the same way that the transport infrastructure is 
made up of a network of roads, railways, airports etc. Green Infrastructure has 
its own physical components, including parks, rivers, street trees and 
moorland.” 
 
Green Infrastructure Guidance, Natural England, 2009. 

 
 
Green Infrastructure is essentially the planning and management of an area’s 
natural, green and blue assets which can perform multifunctional purposes, 
such as recreational and cultural experience, wildlife habitat enhancement 
and protection, flood protection and micro-climate control. 
 
Green infrastructure should be accounted for in all spatial contexts from urban 
centres through to the open countryside.  Proposals for new development 
should always be considered alongside any opportunities to protect and 
enhance the existing environmental assets and the potential to create new 
ones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2.1 – Green Infrastructure Functions & Benefits

 



2.2 Policy Context – Relationship to Other Plans & Initiatives 
 
Below is a summary of the key policy documents relating to Green 
Infrastructure. A full index of the documents reviewed for this plan is in 
Appendix 1 
 
 
2.2.1 National Policy – (Most Recent First) 
 
 
Planning for a Natural and Healthy Environment – Draft Planning Policy 
Statement (To Replace PPS7, PPS9, PPG17 & PPG20) – (DCLG – 2010). 
 
This PPS will replace PPS9, PPG17, PPS7 – in so far as it relates to 
landscape protection, soil and agricultural land quality, and forestry and PPG 
20 in so far as it relates to coastal access, heritage coast and the 
undeveloped coast. 
 
Planning can make a significant contribution to both mitigating and adapting 
climate change through its ability to influence the location, scale, mix and 
character of development and through the provision of well planned green 
spaces within and between developments.   
 
Key G.I Objectives 
 
 
Planning policy should: 
 

- conserve and enhance the natural environment, including the 
quality, character and value of the landscape, biodiversity, 
geodiverstiy and soil within rural and urban areas by ensuring that: 
- the natural environment is integrated into the strategic vision of  
communities; 

-  policies and decisions are based on an understanding of the 
nature, extent and value of the natural environment and recognise 
its importance; 
- construction, development and regeneration has minimal impacts 
on biodiversity and should enhance it wherever possible to 
contribute to the overall aim of no loss to biodiversity. 

 
- Minimise vulnerability of places, people and wildlife to the impacts 

of climate change and contribute to effective climate change 
adaptation measures by maintaining, creating and improving 
networks of green infrastructure within both urban and rural areas  

 
- Deliver safe and attractive places to live, which respect the 

character of the area, promote health and well being and reduce 
social inequalities by ensuring that people have access to high 
quality open spaces, green infrastructure and sports, recreational 



and play spaces and facilities which are safely and easily 
accessible by walking, cycling or public transport; 

 
- Provide access and appropriate recreational opportunities in rural 

and coastal areas to enable urban and rural dwellers to enjoy the 
wider countryside. 

 
 
Planning Policy Statement 12 – Local Spatial Planning – (DCLG – 2008) 
 
Spatial planning provides a means of safeguarding the area’s environmental 
assets, both for their intrinsic value and for their contribution to social and 
economic well being by: 
 

- protection and enhancing designated sites, landscapes, habitats 
and protected species, and; 

- creating a positive framework for environmental enhancement more 
generally. 

 
Key G.I Objectives 
 
Core strategies should: 
 

- be supported by evidence of what physical, social and green 
infrastructure is needed to enable the amount of development 
proposed for the area, taking account of its type and distribution.  
This evidence should cover who will provide the infrastructure and 
when it will be provided.  The core strategy should draw on and in 
parallel influence any strategies and investment plans of the local 
authority and other organisations. 

 
 
Planning & Climate Change: Supplement to PPS1 – DCLG (2007) 
 
Spatial strategies and any development should deliver, amongst other things, 
green infrastructure and biodiversity as part of a strategy to address climate 
change mitigation and adaptation. 
 
Key G.I Objectives 
 
Plans should: 
 

- Provide improved access for all open space, sport and recreation 
by ensuring that new development is located where everyone can 
have access to services and facilities on foot, bicycle or by public 
transport; 

 
- Enhance as well as protect biodiversity, natural habitats, the historic 

environment and landscape and townscape character. 
 



 
Planning Policy Statement 25 (PPS25) – Development & Flood Risk (DCLG 
2006 – Revised 2010) 
 
States that LPA’s should prepare Local Development Documents that set out 
policies for the allocation of sites and which avoids flood risk to people and 
property and where possible, manage it elsewhere.  Flood risk should be 
considered alongside other spatial planning issues such as transport, 
housing, economic growth, natural resources, regeneration, biodiversity, the 
historic environment and the management of other hazards. 
 
Key G.I Objectives 
 

- Where new transport infrastructure is proposed, the possibility of 
building in flood management measures at the design stage should 
be considered; 

 
- Local Development Documents should include general policies 

about the principles and use of planning obligations for flood risk 
management; 

 
- Those proposing development should seek opportunities to use 

multi-purpose open space for amenity, wildlife habitat and flood 
storage uses.  Opportunities should be taken to lower flood risk by 
reducing the built footprint of previously developed sites and using 
sustainable drainage systems (SUD’s)  

 
 
Planning Policy Statement 1 (PPS1) – Delivering Sustainable Development – 
(ODPM – 2005) 
 
States that planning should seek to maintain and improve the local 
environment and help to mitigate the effects of declining environmental quality 
through positive polices.   
 
Key G.I Objectives 
 

- development should ensure an appropriate mix of uses, including 
the incorporation of green space; 

- polices should seek to protect and enhance the quality, character 
and amenity value of the countryside and urban areas as a whole. 

 
- A high level of protection should be given to most valued 

townscapes and landscapes, wildlife habitats and natural 
resources.  Those with national and international designations 
should receive the highest level of protection. 

 
 
 
 



Planning Policy Statement 9 – Biodiversity & Geological Conservation – 
(ODPM – 2005) 
 
Development plan policies and planning decisions should be based upon up 
to date information about the environmental characteristics of their areas.  
These characteristics should include relevant biodiversity and geological 
resources of the area. In reviewing environmental characteristics local 
authorities should assess the potential to sustain and enhance those 
resources. 
 
Plan policies and planning decisions should aim to maintain, and enhance, 
restore or add to biodiversity and geological conservation interests. In taking 
decisions, local planning authorities should ensure that appropriate weight is 
attached to designated sites of international, national and local importance; 
protected species; and to biodiversity and geological interests within the wider 
environment. 
 
Plan policies on the form and location of development should take a strategic 
approach to the conservation, enhancement and restoration of biodiversity 
and geology, and recognise the contributions that sites, areas and features, 
both individually and in combination, make to conserving these resources. 

 
 
 
 
Planning Policy Statement 7 – Sustainable Development in Rural Areas – 
(ODPM 2004) 
 
Key G.I Objectives 
 
To raise the quality of life and the environment in rural area through the 
promotion of: 

- thriving, inclusive and sustainable rural communities, ensuring people 
have decent places to live by improving the quality and sustainability of 
local environments and neighbourhoods; 

 
- sustainable economic growth and diversification; 
 
- good quality, sustainable development that respects and, where 

possible, enhances local distinctiveness and the intrinsic qualities of 
the countryside; and 

 
- continued protection of the open countryside for the benefit of all, with 

the highest level of protection for our most valued landscapes and 
environmental resources. 

 
 
 
 



Planning Policy Guidance 17 – Planning for Open Space, Sport & Recreation 
(ODPM – 2002) 
 
Local networks of high quality and well managed and maintained open 
spaces, sports and recreational facilities help create urban environments that 
are attractive, clean and safe. Green spaces in urban areas perform vital 
functions as areas for nature conservation and biodiversity and by acting as 
'green lungs' can assist in meeting objectives to improve air quality. 
 
The countryside can provide opportunities for recreation and visitors can play 
an important role in the regeneration of the economies of rural areas. 
 
Key G.I Objectives 
 
Local authorities should use the information gained from their assessments of 
needs and opportunities to set locally derived standards for the provision of 
open space, sports and recreational facilities in their areas. Local standards 
should include: 
i. quantitative elements (how much new provision may be needed); 
ii. a qualitative component (against which to measure the need for 
enhancement of existing facilities); and 
iii. accessibility (including distance thresholds and consideration of the cost of 
using a facility). 
 
 
 
 
Planning Policy Guidance 20 – Coastal Planning – (DoE 1992) 
 
Outlines the role of the planning system to reconcile development 
requirements with the need to protect, conserve and, where appropriate, 
improve the landscape, environmental quality, wildlife habitats and 
recreational opportunities of the coast 
 
Key G.I Objectives 
 
-  to conserve, protect and enhance the natural beauty of the coasts, 

including their terrestrial, littoral and marine flora and fauna, and their 
heritage features of architectural, historical and archaeological interest; 

 
- to facilitate and enhance their enjoyment, understanding and 

appreciation by the public by improving and extending opportunities for 
recreational, educational, sporting and tourist activities that draw on, 
and are consistent with the conservation of their natural beauty and the 
protection of their heritage features. 

 
 

 
 
 



2.2.2 Regional, Sub-Regional & Local Policies & Initiatives 
 
 
Cumbria Community Strategy (Cumbria Strategic Partnership 2008) 
 
States that stakeholders will have a passionate enthusiasm for celebrating, 
conserving and enhancing our inspiring world class natural environment, 
culture and heritage.  We will lead international thinking on climate change 
mitigation and adaptation, sustainable energy, lifestyles and communities. 
 
Managing, sustaining and, where possible, enhancing Cumbria’s unrivalled 
natural landscape, is also central to the achievement of this strategy.  The 
local landscape quality, character and distinctiveness will be protected 
through careful management to maintain the remoteness and tranquillity of 
our unique environment. 
 
 
Key GI Objectives 
 
2028 Cumbria will: 
 

• Have an adequate supply of land and infrastructure to support 
sustainable economic growth; 

• Be a leader in the sustainable tourism sector; 

• Be a prosperous County with a diverse cultural and creative 
infrastructure; 

• Have an environment that is protected, invested in through effective 
land management and recognised as a landmark global destination. 

 
 
 
 
 
Green Infrastructure in Cumbria – Draft (Cumbria County Council – 2009) 
 
Focuses on the links and opportunities between Green Infrastructure 
provision and economic regeneration. 
 
States that Green Infrastructure and ecosystems are full of potential economic 
value; however, the potential value is dictated overwhelmingly by the socio-
economic infrastructure of local communities. 
 
Key GI Objective 
 
To provide high value experiences / products that can unlock economic value 
from landscape and biodiversity to positively affect the relatively low GVA 
rural economy with wage rates 20-30% below UK average. 
 
 
 



Local Studies & Evidence Base Documents relating to Green Infrastructure 
 
The studies listed below were used as the evidence base to inform this GIP.  
All proposals and opportunities identified in the Green Infrastructure Plan 
should be considered and co-ordinated to compliment and comply with the 
polices and action plans outlined in this studies. 
 
 
Open Space, Sport & Recreation 
Study 

Allerdale Borough Council & PMP, 
January 2008 

Cumbria Rights of Way Improvement 
Plan 

Cumbria County Council (2007) 

Cumbria Strategic Cycle Network 
Map 

Cumbria County Council 

Cumbria Landscape Character 
Assessment 

Cumbria County Council 

The Cumbria Biodiversity Action Plan Cumbria Biodiversity Partnership 
(2001) 

Solway Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty Management Plan 2009 – 
2014 

AONB Unit (2010) 

Allerdale Atlas: Historic Environment Allerdale Borough Council (Sept 
2009) 

Allerdale Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment 

Allerdale Borough Council & JBA 

River Derwent Catchment Flood 
Management Plan 

Environment Agency (2009) 

Shoreline Management Plan 2 North West & North Wales Coastline 
Partnership (2010) 

Land Use National Land Use Database 

 
Table 2.1 – Documents and studies used as evidence for this document.



2.3 Allerdale Context 
 
Allerdale is one of six districts within the county of Cumbria, in the north west 
of England.  It includes a western coast and part of the Lake District national 
park to the east, however the Council does not administer the planning 
function for the park.   
 
In 2001, Allerdale had a population of 93,492 and a population density of 75 
people per square kilometre, compared to the regional average of 480. 
Whilst there are some major population centres to the south of the district, the 
majority of Allerdale is rural in character.  In terms of Green Infrastructure, 
Allerdale is blessed with a wealth of assets and some of the most outstanding 
natural landscapes and biologically diverse sites in the UK.   
 
International, national and regional designations within the plan area include 
Ramsar, Special Protection Area (SPA), Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), National Nature Reserves 
(NNR), County Wildlife Sites and Regionally Important Geological Sites 
(RIGS). 
 
In terms of the historic environment, Allerdale has 21 conservation areas, 
approximately 1500 listed buildings, 80 Ancient Monuments and a historic 
park registered with English Heritage.  The Hadrians Wall World Heritage 
Site, which includes the remains of the Roman coastal defences, runs through 
the borough. 
 
There are a number of nationally recognised cycle routes within Allerdale 
including routes which form part of the C2C network and Rievers route.  Other 
routes also take in parts of the Solway Coast AONB and the surrounding 
areas of Cockermouth.  A number of abandoned railway lines offer scenic off-
road cycling opportunities throughout several of the towns. 
 
Allerdale covers the majority of the River Derwent Catchment Flood 
Management Plan area (CFMP) which has four significant river systems 
(Derwent, Ellen, Wampool and Waver) which drain the northern fells of the 
Lake District and the Solway Basin into the Irish Sea.    
 
In November 2009 large parts of Allerdale, particularly Cockermouth, 
Workington and Keswick, were flooded after record rainfalls caused lakes and 
rivers to swell beyond capacity and overflow. The worst-hit areas were 
affected by flooding from the River Derwent, draining an area of the southern 
fells and flowing through Borrowdale via Derwentwater and Bassenthwaite 
Lake to the coast at Workington.  Flood risk management issues are therefore 
a significant part of any Green Infrastructure plan for Allerdale. 
 
The study areas used within this plan are based upon the Local Strategic 
Partnership localities.  It should also be noted that as the borough is mostly 
rural in nature, the majority of land outside the key settlements is open 
countryside and therefore, naturally accessible to the population and 
contributing significantly to the Green Infrastructure of the borough. 



3 Existing Green Infrastructure Assets & Opportunities 
 
 
Section 3 provides an analysis of the wide range of existing Green 
Infrastructure assets found within the Allerdale area.   
 
Section 4 provides a detailed overview of the major multifunctional assets and 
opportunities within each area locality as mapped out on the GIS system.  
 
Progressing further, Section 5 provides an illustration of the potential links that 
can be made between existing and potential assets which will then form the 
required network of Green Infrastructure.  
 
Green Infrastructure Functions 
 
The type of green infrastructure assets considered include: 
 

• Physical resources and natural systems – topography, landscapes, 
townscapes, riverscapes, coastal areas and floodplains– that underpin 
all other environment resources in Allerdale. 

 

• Hydrology – the water resources and systems within the borough, 
particularly the coastline and rivers systems; 

 

• Climate Change – resources, assets and technologies which may 
contribute towards the mitigation of the affects of climate change; 

 

• Ecological & Biodiversity network – sites designated for wildlife 
protection, the landscape features that act as dispersal corridors for 
wildlife between these sites and the diversity of aquatic, riparian and 
terrestrial habitats; 

 

• Archaeological,  Historical and Cultural sites.  Those that contribute to 
urban and rural landscapes by providing a sense of place through a 
link with the past; 

 

• Access networks.  Network of cycle and walking links that enable local 
communities to access and enjoy the countryside. 

 

• Public Open Spaces. Provision of facilities that areas of enjoyment, in 
particular the major areas of public open space managed for 
recreation. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



3.1 Physical Resources & Natural Systems 
 

 
Figure 3.1 – Cumbria Landscape Character Plan (Cumbria County Council) 

 
1a Intertidal Flat 5b Low Farmland 11a Foothills 

1b Coastal Marsh 5c Rolling Lowland 12b Rolling Fringe 

2b Coastal Mosses 5d Urban Fringe   

2c Coastal Plain 8c Valley Corridors   

2d Coastal Urban Fringe 9a Open Moorlands   

5a Ridge & Valley 9d Ridges   

 



Figure 3.1 shows the 14 landscape character types that have been defined by 
the local landscape assessment for the Allerdale area.  Each locality within 
Allerdale exhibits a unique pattern of landscape, townscape, riverscape or 
coastal characteristics and features that give it its ‘sense of place’ and makes 
it distinctive from other areas.  The need for protection, enhancement and 
restoration varies between landscape character areas depending on 
landscape condition and robustness to change – as described in the Cumbria 
Landscape Character Assessment (2009) 
 
 
Key Assets 
 
The Key topographical and landscape assets for the Allerdale area, as 
identified in the local landscape character assessment (CCC, 2010), include: 
 

• A rich and varied geology which contributes to a broad variety of 
landforms and landscapes; 

 

• Unbroken band of ridges and valleys between Workington and northern 
border with Carlisle, and to the east of Workington, rising gently 
towards the limestone fringes of the Lakeland Fells.  This area of land 
is dominated by pasture fields interspersed with native woodland.  
Scattered farms are evident and large structures are scarce.  Ridges 
and valleys vary in height between 50-130m AOD; 

 

• Low lying farmland in the north west of the area characterised by 
intensely farmed agricultural land. The topography is undulating with 
local variations include rolling topography and meandering river 
valleys on the lower plain in the north. The land is low lying, usually 
below 100m AOD; 

 

• Rolling lowland to south west of Cockermouth dominated by 
agricultural pasture land.  Topography is generally rolling with some 
low summits and dissected in some parts by steep sided valleys.   
Land rises from 25 – 125m AOD; 

 

• River Derwent corridor between Cockermouth and Workington; 

 

• Coastal plains predominately around the Solway Firth, including 
Beckfoot, Glasson & Port Carlisle.  Predominately pasture land, the 
land is up to 15m AOD. 

 

• Coastal mosses to the most north westerly parts of the area offering a 
mosaic of heath, Willow Carr, Birch scrub woodland and pasture lands. 

 

• Intertidal flat lands running continuously along the coast from 
Workington to estuary at Port Carlisle.  Dynamic landscape changing 



rapidly with daily tides and through cycles of erosion and deposition.  A 
predominantly flat and open topography made up of mudflats, sands, 
shingle and pebble beaches. Vast unbroken vistas across the estuary 
to Scotland, the sky is the dominant feature. 

 

• The remoteness and tranquility of the Solway coast. 

 

• Urban areas display a variety of townscapes from the historic industrial 
influences on the townscape of Workington to the traditional market 
town settlement patterns of Cockermouth and Wigton.   

 

• The individual identity of generally dispersed small scale rural 
settlements and their dispersed pattern within the landscape; 

 

• The range of varied field patterns in the landscape reflecting different 
patterns of historic land use and modern development; 

 

• The range of local landscape elements and features, many of which 
are of historical and cultural value, that contribute to local 
distinctiveness and sense of place. 

 

Opportunities 

 

• The influence over local and regional distinctiveness, land use, 
biodiversity, landscape and townscape character; 

• Linking GI proposals to the Solway Coast Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty Management Plan to ensure co-ordinated approach 
to protection and enhancement of Solway AONB; 

• The protection and enhancement of areas of traditional farmland 
which contribute to the character and quality of the Allerdale 
landscape; 

• The intrinsic beauty of the area, its varied coastline, countryside, 
nationally and internationally protected landscapes and wildlife 
habitats; 

 

• Integrated management and enhancement of the ‘multifunctional 
landscapes’ of the River Derwent valley corridor and Solway coastal 
plains; 

 

• The influence of archaeological and historical resources; 
 



• Protecting the rural settlement pattern of predominantly small scale 
traditional farming settlements as key characteristics of the 
Allerdale landscape; 

 

• Physically and visually linking the internal green spaces of urban 
areas with the wider countryside; 

 

• The influence of hydrological systems and flood risk management 
opportunities; 

 
 
 

3.2 Hydrology 
 

 
Figure 3.2 – Flood Risk Zones within Allerdale 

 

  

 River & Blue Space 

 

 Flood Zone 3 

 

 Flood Zone 2 



Key Assets 
 
The key hydrological assets for the Allerdale area are: 
 

• The Solway Firth and Irish Sea; 
 

• The four significant rivers systems, as identified in the local flood 
management plan*:  Derwent, Ellen, Wampool and Waver; 

 

• Myriad of minor river, stream and beck tributaries which drain the 
surrounding and higher land into the Rivers Derwent, Ellen, Wampool 
and Waver including for example: 

 
o River Cocker 
o River Marron 
o Lostrigg Beck 
o Tom Rudd Beck 
o Crummock Beck 
o Wiza Beck 

 
 
 
Opportunities 
 
The key hydrological opportunities for Allerdale are considered to be: 

 

• Linking GI proposals to local Catchment Flood Management Plan* to 
ensure co-ordinated approach to flood risk management; 

 

• Linking GI proposals to the Shoreline Management Plan** to ensure 
co-ordinated approach to coastal flooding and erosion; 

 

• The provision of physical links for walkers, cyclists and for dispersal of 
wildlife along watercourses; 

 

• The influence that rivers and tributaries have on local and regional 
distinctiveness and landscape character; 

 

• The influence of water resource on biodiversity; 
 

• The influence of rivers and tributaries on archaeological, historical and 
cultural resources; 

 

• The promotion of integrated flood alleviation and land management 
schemes based on sustainable urban drainage system (SUD’s) 
principles in areas identified as at risk to flooding to deliver multiple 
benefits for people, landscapes and wildlife; 

 

                                                 
 



• The potential educational benefits of interpreting the historical and 
cultural uses of the watercourses; 

 

• The potential for water based tourism, recreation and leisure (fishing, 
sailing, boating, wildlife watching etc) and waterscapes as attractive 
settings for shared use paths and focal points; 

 

• The provision of sequences of views and landmarks along the major 
river corridors; 

 

• The opportunity to incorporate rivers, steams and becks into new 
development design briefs where appropriate and to make them, as 
multi-functional green infrastructure assets, the focal point of new 
developments. 

 
 
3.3 Climate Change 
 
Key Issues 
 
The key climate change issues for the Allerdale area include: 
 

• The strategic need to adapt to the new opportunities and constraints 
posed by climate change in the short, medium and longer term; 

 

• Summers becoming hotter and drier, and milder and wetter winters; 
 

• More extreme climatic events such as very hot days and intense 
downpours of rain, leading to an increased risk of flooding in the area; 

 

• Agricultural systems, landscapes and habitats are likely to need to 
adapt to reduced soil moisture in summer and autumn, higher annual 
and seasonal temperatures and potential  deficiencies in water 
resources; 

 

• Potential problems associated with the spread of pollution via flooding, 
the frequency of which is likely to increase due to continued climate 
change. 

 

• Thermal shifts may affect the climate preferences of a wide range of 
flora and fauna causing geographical changes in their range. 

 
Opportunities 

 
The key opportunities that arise from responding to the challenges of climate 
change for the Allerdale area are considered to include: 
 



• The potential for flood risk management schemes to incorporate 
opportunities for existing and new aquatic and wetland habitats to be 
created to facilitate flood storage and deliver biodiversity; 

 

• The potential for flood risk management, water supply, water use, 
sewage treatment and water quality to be addressed through co-
ordinated sustainable planning and design of multi-functional green 
infrastructure; 

 

• Mitigation of increasing temperatures through extensive and 
appropriate tree planting, which will also help enhance air quality by 
reducing carbon dioxide and other pollutant levels.  Managed tree 
planting schemes can also provide a source of carbon storage and a 
form of renewable energy; 

 

• Promotion of renewable energy schemes.  Due to Allerdale’s relatively 
high wind resource and relatively low population, wind energy schemes 
have proved popular in the area.  Similarly the Solway Firth has been 
identified as having the potential to produce tidal energy that could 
contribute towards the UK’s renewable energy targets. 

 
 
3.4 Ecological Assets & Biodiversity 
 
 
Key Assets - Ecology 
 

• Upper Solway Flats and Marshes are designated both as Ramsar and 
Special Protection Areas (SPA) totalling 7,338ha for each designation 
within the area. 

 

• Total of 11,093ha of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) including 
the Solway Firth, the South Solway Mosses and the River Derwent; 

 

• 17,782ha of Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI); 
 

• There are four National Nature Reserves within the area totalling 
741ha. 

 

• 1,141ha of County Wildlife Sites, managed by the Cumbria Wildlife 
Trust and designated by Cumbria Local Sites Partnership; 

 

• 603ha of Ancient Woodland including both ancient replanted and 
ancient and semi-natural woodland; 

 

• 121ha of Regionally Important Geological Sites (RIGs); 
 

• The Solway Coast is designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB); 



 

• 3662ha of land has been designated as Landscapes of County 
Importance.  

 
 
Key Assets – Habitats  
 

• The Rivers Derwent, Ellen, Waver and Wampool support a wide range 
of wildlife species, including BAP priority habitats and species related 
to its value as a key wetland habitat; 

 

• The River Derwent is of particular value for its extensive gravel banks 
adjacent to the channels which are important habitats for specialised 
invertebrates, particularly certain rare species of ground beetle.  The 
invertebrate populations on these habitats are also an important food 
source for riverside birds; 

 

• Coastal habitats.  80% of Cumbria’s coast is classified as being of 
international wildlife importance.  Particularly of note are the intertidal 
mud and sand flats, saltmarshes and raised bogs, which support 
internationally important numbers of passage and wintering waterfowl, 
and sand dune systems, which are a UK stronghold for Natterjack 
toads and other rare animal and plant species; 

 

• Areas of land on the west coast between Workington and Maryport 
support colonies of the uncommon Small Blue butterfly and are 
strongly associated with former steelworks, coalworks, steel slagbanks 
and the Port of Workington; 

 

• Areas of value for their grassland and woodland habitats, floristic 
interest and associated wildlife including protected species; 

 

• Significant areas of ancient woodland and pockets of natural habitats 
such as species rich grassland, marsh and reed beds; 

 

• Green lanes and between hedgerows as links between areas of semi-
natural habitat set within the mixed agricultural landscape; 

 

• Parkland, public and historic garden areas; 
 

• Habitats associated with the numerous stream tributaries which drain 
the Allerdale area into the major rivers systems and sea; 

 

• Field ponds and Tarns scattered through the area. 
 

 
The Key Ecological Assets and Key Habitats support a wide range of rare 
and protected species.  Examples of rare and protected species recorded 
in the Allerdale area include: 



 
Key Assets - Rare & Protected Species 
 

• Bats 

• Natterjack Toad 

• Great Crested Newt 

• Small Blue Butterfly 

• Red Squirrel 

• Otter 
 
Opportunities 
 
Taking into account local Biodiversity Action Plan targets (CBP, 2001), the 
key generic opportunities for protection and enhancement of ecological assets 
and biodiversity within the Allerdale area are considered to be: 
 

• Large scale habitat enhancement and creation along the River Derwent 
to support the creation of a continuous strategic wildlife corridor of 
linked sites running from Cockermouth in the east to the coast of 
Workington in the west; 

 

• Develop the biodiversity value of wildlife resources within set aside 
land, large estates, parkland and miscellaneous land use such as golf 
courses, brownfield land and cemetaries; 

 

• Linking GI proposals to local Biodiversity Action Plan targets for habitat 
restorartion and enhancement and species, eg: 

 
- Ancient / species rich hedgerows 
- Arable field margins 
- Bats 
- Great Crested Newt 
- Kingfisher 
- Lowland neutral / marshy grassland 
- Otter 
- Red Squirrel 
- Small Blue Butterfly 
- Urban habitats 
- Water vole 
- Water bodies (rivers, streams, ponds, tarns etc) 
- Wetland (wet woodland, reedbeds, floodplain grassland) 
- Woodland 

 

• Creation of new habitats to enhance linkages between existing 
woodlands and open grassland areas outside of river valleys through 
the development of uninterrupted areas of open grassland, new 
woodland planting and / or the appropriate management of existing 
woodland.  Managed woodlands are generally more biodiversity rich; 

 



• Creation of buffer margins along river corridors to protect and benefit 
the riparian and aquatic wildlife habitats within the context of the 
Environment Agency’s Flood Defence Strategy; and enhancement of 
wetland habitats and small water bodies by managing sites specifically 
for particular species such waders, water vole and otter or 
invertebrates; 

 

• Provision of strategically located new educational / visitors centre 
facilities for environmental interpretation and education for the local 
community and visitors such as the award winning Solway Coast 
Discovery Centre at Silloth; 

 

• Enhance and maintain grass verges, hedgerows, footpaths and by 
ways, arable field margins and brooks to bring countryside to the urban 
fringe; 

 

• Provision of green roofs on commercial and industrial buildings to 
create new ecological habitats in urban areas, for a range of urban 
species such as for example: 

 
- Creation of bat rooting / breeding sites in new buildings using ‘bat 

bricks’ built into the brickwork of buildings that comply with Building 
Regulations. 

- Incorporation of nest boxes onto buildings and provision of 
innovative nest sites within built structures for breeding birds such 
as starlings, house sparrows and swifts. 

 
 
3.5 Archaeological, Historical and Cultural Assets 
 
Key Assets 
 

• The wide variety of archaeological, historical and cultural assts, much 
of which can be documented form a range of historical periods, that 
contribute to the character of the Allerdale area; 

 

• Historic parklands, particularly those which provide a significant level of 
multi-functionality such as Curwen Park in Workington; 

 

• 1500 listed buildings within the Allerdale area; 
 

• 21 Conservation Areas – predominantly located in the historical centres 
of the main towns and coastal settlements; 

 

• Hadrian’s Wall World Heritage Site in the north of the Allerdale area; 
 

•  80 Ancient Monuments – most notably the Roman fort remains at 
Maryport & Papcastle, parts of the Hadrians Wall World Heritage Site 



in the north of the area and the ruined castles at Workington and 
Cockermouth; 

 

• The medieval town layout of Cockermouth, particularly in Market Place, 
Castlegate, Kirkgate and parts of Main Street; 

 

• The considerable level of 17th Century buildings which remain in the 
Cockermouth area; 

 

• Historical harbour and maritime history of Maryport; 
 

• Medieval market town of Wigton with its distinctive narrow streets and 
predominance of Georgian fronted buildings; 

 

• The distinctive Georgian character of the Portland Square conservation 
area in Workington, dominated by attractive town houses built by the 
Curwen family in and around the long cobbled square; 

 

• The Victorian seaside resort of Silloth, with its traditional town Green 
and promenade and distinctive cobbled main street lined with large 
three story Victorian buildings; 

 

• 12th Century church of St Micheal’s in Bowness on Solway; 
 
 
 
Opportunities 
 
The key generic opportunities for the protection and enhancement of 
archaeological, historical and cultural assets within the Allerdale area are 
considered to be: 
 

• The contribution that archaeological, historical and cultural assets 
makes to landscape, townscape, riverside and coastal character by 
creating a strong sense of place, sense of time and sense of 
community, especially with regard to publicly accessible assets in and 
around urban areas; 

 

• Recognising the mutually beneficial inter-relationships between 
conservation of the historic environment and biodiversity conservation 
– particularly with regard to the protection, enhancement, repair, 
restoration of hedgerows, ancient woodland and historic buildings and 
structures; 

 

• The enhanced presentation and interpretation of publicly accessible 
archaeological, historical and cultural assets linked to opportunities for 
increased research; 

 



• The potential to further maximise the contribution of the historic 
environment to landscape character and distinctiveness, especially in 
terms of the repair and restoration of historic parks and gardens, built 
historic features, ancient woodland and hedgerows; 

 

• The linking of similar sites through connective networks to encourage 
further exploration of the Allerdale area; 

 

• The potential to secure appropriate protection for, and sympathetic 
ownership of, historic buildings, sites and structures as key green 
infrastructure assets; 

 

• The potential to create physical and intellectual access to currently 
neglected archaeological, historical and cultural assets; 

 

• The potential for the discovery of undisturbed archaeological 
landscapes within Ancient Woodlands due to their continuous 
woodland cover since c.1600 AD; 

 
 
3.6 Access Networks, Greenways & Riverways 
 
Key Assets 

 

• The dense network of public rights of way that connect town and 
country including 
- Footpaths 
- Bridleways 
- Roads used as public paths 
- Byways open to all traffic 

 

• The extensive network of recreational paths / trails for walkers that 
provide good connections between main centres of population and 
areas of public open space and countryside within the Allerdale area, 
including for example: 

 
- The Allerdale Ramble 
- The Hadrians Wall Path National Trail; 
- The Cumbria Coastal Way 

 
 

• Nationally recognised cycle routes which not only create valuable links 
between town and countryside, but which enable a continuous link 
between settlements inside and outside the Allerdale area, including: 

 
- C2C 
- Hadrians cycleway 
- Reivers cycle route 

 



• The off-road cycle paths which provide valuable multifunctional green 
infrastructure opportunities; 

 

• The local road network, comprising of often busy B roads connecting 
the smaller settlements within rural areas; 

 

• The West Cumbria railway line connecting towns and settlements from 
the south of the county, along the coast to Maryport, cutting across 
country to Aspatria and Wigton and connecting with the city of Carlisle 
in the north of the county. 

 

  
Figure 3.6.  Cumbria Strategic Cycle Network.  Taken from Cumbria County Council 
website, www.cumbria.gov.uk 



Opportunities 
 

• Transport corridors, which incorporate functional environmental 
infrastructure contributing to improved water management, and 
increased urban and rural biodiversity; 

 

• Linking GI proposals to local Public Right of Way Improvement Plan 
(CCC, 2009) to ensure co-ordinated approach to provision and 
promotion of PROW and cycle routes; 

 

• Improved accessibility to archaeological, historical and cultural 
resource to enhance sense of place and community; 

 

• Increased access providing opportunities for experiencing the 
variety of local cultural and environmental and educational 
destinations to encourage exploration; 

 

• A connected network of footpaths, cycleways and bridleways that is 
safe, attractive and well publicised to create a significant leisure and 
recreational resource; 

 

• Access and movement through Allerdale can exploit the potential 
for a sequence of views and landmarks; 

 

• Improved access can raise the profile of the Allerdale area as a 
place to live, work and visit, thereby attracting investment and 
people; 

 

• Alternative and safe routes to work, schools, sports facilities, retail 
areas, nature reserves, parks and other destinations can enhance 
liveability for local communities; 

 

• Easy access to information about routes and integration of various 
types of transport can encourage better use of existing and future 
transport links; 

 

• Maintaining access to and along riversides for walkers, cyclists and 
horse riders; 

 

• The provision of high quality visitor facilities in strategic locations on 
the access network; 

 
 
Greenways 
 
While there is already in place a series of predominantly car free off-road 
‘Greenway’ routes (maintained by Sustrans) connecting the Allerdale area 
with the national, regional and sub-regional network of footpaths and cycle 
paths there is the opportunity to develop these routes further. 



 
These would be key routes for recreation and commuting, providing good 
connections between main centres of population, the main areas of public 
open space and major destinations for recreation and leisure within the 
Allerdale area. 
 
The Greenways should be largely based on public footpaths and cyclepaths 
(and bridlepaths in some areas) through and alongside linear habitats, with 
some off-road sections requiring creation of new links.  Occasionally, short 
sections of the local network would need to be used to be used to connect 
gaps between off-road sections of the Greenways; within rural areas, the aim 
would be to promote ‘quiet lanes’ where traffic speeds and growth are 
controlled for the benefit of non-motorised users. 
 
The Greenways could incorporate the Sustrans proposals for extending the 
national cycle network through the Allerdale area, providing shared routes for 
pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
 
Riverways 
 
‘Riverways’ are multi-functional strategic corridors providing a focus for water 
based recreation and access along their banks for walkers, cyclists and horse 
riders.  
 
 
 
 
 
3.7 Public Open Spaces & Tourism Destinations 
 
Key Assets – Public Open Spaces 
 

• While the area has a high level of accessibility to the open countryside 
due to area’s mainly rural character,  there is a generally low provision 
of public open space throughout the Allerdale area, with Workington 
being the only exception and having a surplus (PMP, 2008); 

 

• Three main areas of ‘strategic open space’ comprising sites managed 
for public access are: 

 
- Vulcans Park, Workington 
- Curwen Park, Workington 
- Harris Paris, Cockermouth 
- Memorial Park, Maryport 

 

• Other smaller areas of public open space comprising sites within and 
on the edge of urban areas typically managed by public authorities 
including cemeteries, golf courses, nature reserves, common land, 
parks, sports grounds and allotments, such as: 



 
- Silloth Green; 
- Allonby Beach 
 

Opportunities – Public Open Spaces 
 

• Promote improvements in provision of public green spaces and the 
environmental quality, planning and design of existing designated 
green spaces to encourage use and ensure that they meet their full 
potential; 

 

• The contribution to sense of place, sense of time, and sense of 
community should be recognised and exploited throughout the open 
space network; 

 

• The value of the resource for improving biodiversity in urban, urban 
fringe and rural areas through  habitat creation and landscape 
management should be recognised and exploited; 

 

• The educational benefits of parks and open spaces as a setting for 
learning, improving skills etc, should be recognised and exploited; 

 

• Better designed and managed designated open space to reduce anti-
social activities, decrease personal and property safety issues; 

 

• The creation of new high quality public open space in deficient areas 
and within towns and settlements; 

 

• Promote the involvement of local communities in the improvement and 
creation of green spaces to meet local expectations and needs. 

 
 
Key Assets – Destinations 
 
There are a number of locations within the Allerdale area that are obvious 
destinations for the local community and visitors.  These are often focal 
points of recreational activity and typically provide important gateways for 
access to the area’s rivers and coastline.  Key destinations include: 
 

• Solway Coast AONB; 

• Harris Park, Cockermouth; 

• Curwen Park, Workington; 

• Memorial Gardens, Maryport; 

• Silloth Promenade & Green 

• Allonby beach; 



4 Locality Studies 
 
 
4.1  Workington 
 
 
Key Assets 
 
 
The key Green Infrastructure assets within the Workington locality area 
are mapped on Insert A   
 
Below significant key assets which provide a high level of multifunctional 
Green Infrastructure are briefly discussed. 

 

• River Derwent.  SSSI, SAC; 
 

• Solway Coast & Irish Sea; 
 

• High level of urban green space within the main town of 
Workington, including Curwen Park, Vulcans Park & Moorclose 
park; 

 

• Curwen Park / Mill Field.  Significant level of multifunctional Green 
Infrastructure within this park land, including: 

 
- Nationally designated historic park & garden.  106 hectares of 

land,  laid out by Thomas White in the 1780s; 
 
- Grade I listed Workington Hall; 

 
- River Derwent running directly through park; 

 
- Mill Stream tributary also running through the park; 

 
- Wildlife habitats within parklands and river; 

 
- Site of protected species including red squirrels and otters; 

 
- Outdoor sports pitches; 

 
- Public rights of way and cycle paths throughout. 

 

• National Cycle Route.  C2C – Route 71. Off road section of national 
cycle network.  Running between Lowca in the borough of 
Copeland and Siddick and Seaton in Allerdale, this section of cycle 
route provides excellent opportunities for safe cycling whilst passing 
through areas of open countryside and urban Workington.  Provides 
significant element of multifunctional Green Infrastructure as the 
route provides a link between boroughs, towns and settlements and 



passes through areas of woodland (High Harrington), open 
countryside (Distingtion and High Harrington), riversides (River 
Derwent crossing) and reservoirs (Siddick SSSI and Harrington 
nature reserve), providing myriad of access opportunities. 

 

• Small Blue Butterfly habitat, Workington coast.  This species of 
butterfly is one of the rarest in Cumbria with its only habitat being on 
the coastal grasslands between Workington and Maryport.  This 
species prefers habitats of brownfield land, including historical or 
existing industrial sites and railway lines.  Prominent habitats in the 
Workington locality include the Siddick coast and the Port of 
Workington, although some other sites can be found south of the 
River Derwent.  These habitats are particularly important given that 
the closest other habitat lies over 100miles away. 

 

• Siddick Pond – Site of Special Scientific Interest, located on the 
cycle route and within walking distance of Workington town centre.   
At 14.5 ha Siddick Pond is the largest coastal water body in the 
locality. The location, fringing reedbed, surrounding grassland and 
scrub provide excellent habitats for waterfowl and other birds and 
more than 155 species have been recorded. In recent years the 
extensive reedbed has attracted wintering bittern. 

 

• River Derwent Corridor (Camerton to Cockermouth).  River corridor 
providing important access to multifunctional Green Infrastructure 
for biodiversity, habitat, recreation and flood management.  
Abundance of Public Rights of Way, walking trails and access to 
cycle network.   

 

• Derwent Forest.  Former Royal Navy Armaments Depot covering 
425ha of land at Broughton Moor. The site has been closed to 
public access for over 50 years, over which time it has developed a 
unique environmental character with a wide variety of species of 
plants and animals.   

 

• Harrington Nature Reserve.  Provides locally important 
multifunctional Green Infrastructure to the communities of 
Harrington and Salterbeck, whilst being accessible by excellent 
access to the national cycle route.  Sheltered valley with large pond, 
Harrington Reservoir, and its feeder stream, Ellerbeck provide 
important habitats including still and running water, fringing fen 
communities, willow carr, damp meadow grasslands, drier pasture, 
tall herb and scrub communities. High quality species rich neutral 
grassland which is seasonally flooded.  Recreational value for 
streamside walking and seating areas. 

 
 
 
 
Key Gaps & Constraints 



 

• Tidal flood risk to approximately 35 properties in a 0.5% annual 
probability tidal event.  Flood risk in Workington is likely to increase 
significantly due to climate change and predicted rise in sea level (EA, 
2009); 

 

• Evidence of coastal erosion at Moss Bay and the steepening and 
narrowing of nearby beaches (SMP2,2010). 

 
 
Opportunities 
 
The main generic opportunities for safeguarding, enhancing and extending 
the Green Infrastructure assets within the Workington locality are set out 
below: 
 

• Ensuring all future development protects, reinforces and enhances the 
inherent landscape characteristics of the Workington locality; 

 

• Linking GI proposals to local River Derwent Flood Management Plan 
(Workington & Lower Derwent sub areas)  to ensure co-ordinated 
approach to flood risk management; 

 

• Linking GI proposals to the Shoreline Management Plan to ensure 
coordinated approach to coastal flood risk management and erosion; 

 

• Protect the character and setting of the historical features and the 
historical parkland in and around Curwen Park / Millfield and ensure 
ecological interest is sustained; 

 

• Enhance landscape character links between town centre and Curwen 
and Vulcan’s park; 

 

• Safeguard important habitats for the Small Blue Butterfly in and around 
the Workington coast; 

 

• Better promotion of the national cycle network as valuable green 
transport link between settlements; 

 

• Improve links between major public right of way (running parallel to 
West Cumbria railway line) and the coastal green spaces of 
Workington; 

 

• Safeguard existing major areas of woodland / common land of nature 
conservation, historic environment and landscape value along the town 
and settlement edges from development; 

 



• Scope for softening hard, developed edge of existing built up areas 
through Green Infrastructure plan to deliver new landscape areas, 
woodland blocks, hedgerows and hedgerow trees; 

 

• Conserve and enhance wetland habitats and woodland along the River 
Derwent corridor; 

 

• Improve access and transport links for pedestrians, cyclists and 
equestrians along the River Derwent valley and the Solway Coast by 
linking into adjacent green spaces and public rights of way networks 
and ensure that movement is not impeded or discouraged by new 
infrastructure; 

 

• Improve facilities and access to Workington harbour for waterbourne 
users and crafts; 

 

• Better promote multifunctional opportunities at existing wind turbine 
sites along the coast, to provide recreational and educational 
experience; 

 

• Promote restoration and management of historic parkland landscapes 
including conservation of characteristic estate boundaries and 
maintenance of distinctive estate buildings and cottages; 

 

• Avoid intrusive developments on the visually prominent open ridges 
and valleys around the Workington locality that are important as the 
countryside backdrop to the town and settlements within the area; 

 

• Undeveloped, hidden and ‘green’ character of the Derwent corridor, 
particularly between Camerton and Great Clifton should be maintained 
by avoiding development within the flood plain; 

 

• Use the existing footpath network in and around Seaton and Camerton 
as a focus for new woodland and grassland to ‘bridge the gap’ between 
these areas and the River Derwent; 

 

• Scope for creating and extending Greenway along the existing off road 
cycle route between Moorclose and Workington town centre, ensuring 
continuity of green corridor and enhancement and extension of wildlife 
habitats; 

 

• Conserve and strengthen the natural hydrology and vegetation of the 
minor river valleys; 

 

• Promote, restore and reinforce green landscape structure along the 
Workington coast to soften and screen the harsh edges of the industrial 
landscape; 

 



• Promote restoration, improvements and enhancement of Harrington 
Nature Reserve, improving access links to national cycle network and 
footpaths and the multifunctional Green Infrastructure potential 
available at this site. 

 
 
4.2 Cockermouth 
 
  

Key Assets 
 
The key Green Infrastructure assets within the Cockermouth locality area 
are mapped on Insert B.  
 
Below significant key assets which provide a high level of multifunctional 
Green Infrastructure are briefly discussed. 

 

• River Derwent – SSSI, SAC; 
 

• River Cocker – SSSI, SAC; 
 

• River Derwent Corridor (Broughton).  River corridor providing important 
access to multifunctional Green Infrastructure for biodiversity, habitat, 
recreation and flood management.  Abundance of Public Rights of 
Way, walking trails and access to cycle network; 

 

• National Cycle Route.  C2C – Route 71.  This section of the national 
cycle route provides excellent multifunctional Green Infrastructure 
opportunities as it passes through several of the localitys best assets 
including the River Derwent corridor, the historical town of 
Cockermouth with spectacular views out towards the fells of the Lake 
District; 

 

• Harris Park, Cockermouth.  Significant level of multifunctional Green 
Infrastructure within this park land, including: 
 

- 10 hectares of park and gardens; 
 

- River Cocker running directly through park; 
 

- Wildlife habitats within parklands and river; 
 

- Site of protected species including red squirrels; 
 

- Outdoor sports pitches and children’s play areas; 
 

- Public rights of way and cycle paths throughout; 
 
 



• Memorial Gardens, Cockermouth.  Riverside park areas close to 
town centre which provide excellent walking and recreational 
opportunities.  Children’s play area and reparian habitats; 

 

• The Greenway.  Attractively landscaped section of former railway 
made into public cycle path and walk way. 

 
Key Gaps & Constraints 
 

• Flood risk to approximately 174 properties in a 1% annual probability 
event from the Rivers Derwent & Cocker.  Flood Risk to approximately 
70 properties from the Rivers Cocker and Marron (EA, 2009). Recent 
major flooding has highlighted the importance of proper flood 
management co-ordination; 

 

• Shortfall in the provision of public open space (PMP, 2008); 
 

• Villages of Brigham, Greysouthen, Eaglesfield, Dean, Deanscales, 
Pardshaw and Ullock have limited access to Green Infrastructure 
network assets such as the national cycle route.  However these are 
rural villages and naturally have excellent access to the open 
countryside and the natural environment; 

 
 
Opportunities 
 
The main generic opportunities for safeguarding, enhancing and extending 
the Green Infrastructure assets within the Cockermouth locality are set out 
below: 
 

• Ensuring all future development protects, reinforces and enhances the 
inherent landscape characteristics of the Cockermouth locality; 

 

• Linking GI proposals to local River Derwent Catchment Flood 
Management Plan (Cockermouth sub areas)  to ensure co-ordinated 
approach to flood risk management and flood prevention opportunities; 

 

• Enhance landscape character links between town centre and Harris 
Park and Memorial Gardens; 

 

• Conserve and enhance wetland habitats and woodland along the River 
Derwent corridor; 

 
 

• Better promotion of the national cycle network as valuable green 
transport link between settlements; 

 

• Scope for extending and enhancing existing Greenway along the 
existing off road cycle route between Low Road and Strawberry How, 



ensuring continuity of green corridor and enhancement and extension 
of wildlife habitats; 

 

• Recognising the mutually beneficial inter-relationships between 
conservation of the historic environment and biodiversity conservation 
– particularly with regard to the historic riverside and riparian habitats, 
historic buildings and structures; 

 

• Safeguard existing major areas of woodland / common land of nature 
conservation, historic environment and landscape value along the town 
and settlement edges from development; 

 

• Conserve and strengthen the natural hydrology and vegetation of the 
minor river valleys; 

 
 
 
4.3 Maryport 
 

Key Assets 
 
The key Green Infrastructure assets within the Maryport locality area are 
mapped on Insert C. 
 
Below significant key assets which provide a high level of multifunctional 
Green Infrastructure are briefly discussed. 
 

• River Ellen.  This river covers the width of the Allerdale area and 
drains into the Irish Sea at Maryport;. 

 

• Maryport promenade / Solway Coast (AONB).  Maryport 
promenade is about 2km in length and provides some excellent 
multifunctional Green Infrastructure opportunities including walking, 
cycling and fishing.  The coast in this area is characterised by high 
sandstone cliffs landward of a shingle beach. This area of the coast 
line forms part of the Solway AONB and provides important habitat 
for wildlife; 

 

• Maryport harbour and quayside. The Victorian Senhouse and 
Elizabeth are working docks which provide a multifunctional 
recreational area including visitor and leisure facilities, harbour side 
walks, boat and yacht moorage, events hosting and which 
illustrates the towns rich maritime history, through its architecture 
and conservation areas; 

 

• National Cycle Route.  Hadrians Wall Cycle Way – Route 72.  This 
section of the national cycle route provides excellent multifunctional 
Green Infrastructure opportunities as it passes through several of 
the town’s best assets including the coastal public right of way, the 



quayside and harbour SSSI and the promenade with its spectacular 
views over the Solway; 

 

• Maryport golf club presents a multifunctional sports facility, 
employment provider, tourism destination with a biodiversity site on 
the Solway coast AONB; 

 

• Flimby Great Woods.  This area of woodland provides a good level 
of multifunctional Green Infrastructure, including a network of 
abandoned mine work rail lines which now form pleasant footpaths 
through the woodland along streams and also provides wildlife 
habitats.  Remnants and ruins of former mine working structures 
provide a sense of history and place; 

 

• Row Beck / St Mungo’s woodland.  This area in Dearham provides 
a number of opportunities including the dense woodland and 
watercourse of Row Beck.  This offers opportunities for walking and 
wildlife habitats. The 12th Century Grade I listed St Mungo’s church 
provides a historical and cultural reference point and the area sits 
adjacent to a large farmstead and agricultural grazing land; 

 

• Mote Hill.  Significant level of multifunctional Green Infrastructure 
within this recreational area including:  

 
- Designated footpaths and walkways; 
 
- Access to the River Ellen for recreation and wildlife habitat; 

 
- Viewing points over the Solway; 

 

• Roman Fort.  Offering magnificent views over the Solway estuary 
AONB the remains of this roman fort,built at around 122AD, provide 
an exceptional opportunity for recreation and education as well as 
providing a green open space and habitat for coastal birds. The fort 
has been firmly associated with the Hadrians Wall World Heritage 
site which makes the site a focus for tourism and inward 
investment; 

 

• Memorial Gardens.  Significant level of multifunctional Green 
Infrastructure within this park land, including: 

 
- 14.5h of parkland, woodland and outdoor sports pitches; 

 
- River Ellen running directly through park; 

 
- Wildlife habitats within parklands and river; 

 
- Site of protected species including red squirrels and otters; 

 
- Outdoor sports pitches; 



 
- Public rights of way and cycle paths throughout; 

 
 

• Myriad of Public Rights of Way connecting the town and 
settlements with the open countryside. 

 
 
 
 
Key Gaps & Constraints 
 

• Flood risk to approximately four properties in a 0.5% annual 
probability tidal event (EA, 2009). 

 

• Shortfall in provision of public open space (PMP, 2008). 
 
Opportunities 

 
The main generic opportunities for safeguarding, enhancing and extending 
the Green Infrastructure assets within the Maryport locality are set out below: 
 

• Ensuring all future development protects, reinforces and enhances the 
inherent landscape characteristics of the Cockermouth locality; 

 

• Linking GI proposals to local River Derwent Catchment Flood 
Management Plan (Ellen sub area)  to ensure co-ordinated approach to 
fluvial flood risk management; 

 

• Linking GI proposals to the Shoreline Management Plan to ensure 
coordinated approach to coastal flood risk management and erosion; 

 

• Safeguard important habitats for the Small Blue Butterfly around and to  
the south of the Maryport coast; 

 

• The coastal area around the Maryport promenade is a significant 
landscape feature and forms part of the Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty containing important habitats and a number of notable species.  
The Maryport promenade and quayside are widely used for recreation 
and maritime based leisure pursuits; 

 

• Memorial Parks has a rich heritage that is both visible and attractive.  
The dense woodland and riverway are important for biodiversity and 
together outdoor sports pitch and the nearby public right of way are 
important elements of Green Infrastructure which provide a valuable 
multifunctional area within the town centre; 

 

• Conserve and enhance the wetland and woodland habitats along the 
River Ellen and ensure that connections with tributaries are protected; 



 

• Improve and promote facilities and access for waterbourne users of 
quayside and their craft; 

 

• Promote restoration and management of historic parkland landscapes 
including conservation of characteristic estate boundaries and 
maintenance of distinctive estate buildings and cottages; 

 

• Improve access to and enhance existing access and paths within the 
historic woodland of Flimby Great Wood. 

 
 
 
4.4 Wigton 
 
Key Assets 
 
The key Green Infrastructure assets within the Wigton locality area are 
mapped on Insert D. 
 
Below significant key assets which provide a high level of multifunctional 
Green Infrastructure are briefly discussed. 
 
 

• Solway Coast & Estuary – including Upper Solway Flats & Marshes 
and South Solway Mosses.  This area is protected by the following 
national and internationally recognised designations: 

 
 - Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
 - Ramsar 
 - Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
 - Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
 - Special Protection Area (SPA) 

 
 These designations highlight the significance of some of this areas 

most prized green infrastructure assets which provide important 
environmental, social, education and economic opportunities for the 
locality and the borough of Allerdale as a whole; 

 

• National cycle route.  Route 72 - Hadrians Wall Cycle Way.  This 
section of the cycle route runs from the south of the borough up the 
west coast, through the AONB and along the Solway estuary.  The 
route continues cross country as part of the national cycle network.  
This section of cycle network offers significant level of multifunctional 
Green Infrastructure as the route provides a link between boroughs, 
towns and settlements and passes through the protected Solway 
AONB sites, providing outstanding access to some of the most 
stunning landscapes, seascapes and natural environments; 

 

• Rivers Wampool & Waver and myriad of  tributary streams and becks; 



 

• Phoenix Park. 7½ acre ex landfill site which was recently turned into an 
environmental area for the Wigton community. This area provides a 
high level of Green Infrastructure multifunctionality including children’s 
play areas, walks, allotments, a skate board facility, a wildflower 
meadow and a campsite for Cubs and Scouts.   

 
Key Gaps & Constraints 
 

 

• Flood risk to approximately 155 properties in a 1% annual 
probability event caused by flooding from the Wiza Beck, Speet Gill 
and Black Beck.  Settlements of Abbeytown, Kirkbride and 
Waverbridge at risk from flooding from the Rivers Wampool & 
Waver (EA, 2009); 

 

• Shortfall in provision of public open space (PMP, 2008). 
 
Opportunities 

 
The main generic opportunities for safeguarding, enhancing and extending 
the Green Infrastructure assets within the Wigton locality are set out below: 
 

• Ensuring all future development protects, reinforces and enhances the 
inherent landscape characteristics of the Wigton locality; 

 

• Linking GI proposals to local River Derwent Catchment Flood 
Management Plan (Wampool & Waver sub area)  to ensure co-
ordinated approach to flood risk management; 

 

• Linking GI proposals to the Solway Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
Management Plan to ensure co-ordinated approach to protection and 
enhancement of Solway AONB; 

 

• Better promotion of the national cycle network as valuable green 
transport link between settlements and as tourism destination; 

 
 

• Use of the existing footpath network in and around the Wigton locality 
to better promote access to the open countryside and areas of 
multifunctional Green Infrastructure within the locality. 

 



4.5 Silloth 
 

Key Assets 
 
The key Green Infrastructure assets within the Silloth locality area are 
mapped on Insert E. 
 
Below significant key assets which provide a high level of multifunctional 
Green Infrastructure are briefly discussed. 

 

• Solway Coast & Estuary – including Upper Solway Flats & Marshes 
and South Solway Mosses.  This area is protected by the following 
national and internationally recognised designations: 

 
- Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
- Ramsar 
- Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
- Special Area of Conservation (SAC) 
- Special Protection Area (SPA) 

 
These designations highlight the significance of some of this areas 
most prized green infrastructure assets which provide important 
environmental, social, education and economic opportunities. 

 
Within the town of Silloth is the AONB Discovery Centre, a tourist 
destination which provides an educational, historical and cultural 
background to the Solway Coast AONB; 

 

• National cycle route.  Route 72 – Hadrian’s Wall Cycle Way.  This 
section of the cycle route runs from the south of the borough up the 
west coast, through the AONB and along the Solway estuary.  The 
route continues cross country as part of the national cycle network.  
This section of cycle network offers significant level of 
multifunctional Green Infrastructure as the route provides a link 
between boroughs, towns and settlements and passes through the 
protected Solway AONB sites, providing outstanding access to 
some of the most stunning landscapes, seascapes and natural 
environments; 

 

• Silloth Dunes & Mawbray Banks – SSSI.  One of three dune 
systems within West Cumbria this Site of Special Scientific Interest 
provides valuable habitats for bird and plant life and is home to the 
protected Natterjack toad.  This coastal area provides stunning 
scenery as well as good walking and cycling opportunities and is 
therefore an excellent recreational area of locals and tourist 
destination; 

 
 

• Silloth Green & Promenade – SSSI.  Significant level of 
multifunctional Green Infrastructure including: 



 
- 7.5 hectares of amenity green space providing important 

recreational, sports and tourist facilities; 
 

- Wildlife habitats – site of Natterjack toad habitat; 
 

- Public rights of way and cycle routes. 
 
Key Gaps & Constraints 
 

• There is a flood risk to approximately 222 properties in the Silloth 
locality from the Rivers Wampool & Waver (EA, 2009); 

 

• A number of small settlements and coastal villages (e.g.Silloth and 
Skinburness) and isolated properties on the Cumbrian Coast may 
potentially be prone to coastal erosion and / or flooding (SMP, 
2010); 

 

• Shortfall in provision of public open space (PMP, 2008). 
 
Opportunities 

 
The main generic opportunities for safeguarding, enhancing and extending 
the Green Infrastructure assets within the Silloth locality are set out below: 
 

• Ensuring all future development protects, reinforces and enhances the 
inherent landscape characteristics of the Silloth locality; 

 

• Linking GI proposals to local River Derwent Catchment Flood 
Management Plan (Wampool & Waver sub area)  to ensure co-
ordinated approach to fluvial flood risk management; 

 

• Linking GI proposals to the Shoreline Management Plan to ensure co-
ordinated approach to coastal flood risk management and erosion; 

 

• Linking GI proposals to the Solway Coast Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty Management Plan to ensure co-ordinated approach to 
protection and enhancement of Solway AONB; 

 

• Opportunity to work with partners to create better links between the 
town and settlements in the Wigton locality and the national cycle route 
and Solway Coast; 

 
 

• Improve facilities and access to Silloth harbour for waterbourne users 
and crafts; 

 
 



4.6 Aspatria 
 
Key Assets 
 
The key Green Infrastructure assets within the Aspatria locality area are 
mapped on Insert –.  Below significant key assets which provide a high level 
of multifunctional Green Infrastructure are briefly discussed. 
 

• Allonby Bay & Beaches – AONB etc 
 

• River Ellen corridor; 
 

• National cycle route.  Route 72 – Hadrian’s Wall Cycle Way.  This 
section of the cycle route runs along the Allonby coastline and AONB; 

 

• Myriad of Public Rights of Way connecting the town and settlements 
with the open countryside; 

 
Key Gaps & Constraints 
 

• Areas around Allonby bay regularly flood resulting in the flooding of 
three main routes into and out of the village (SMP, 2010); 

 

• Shortfall in provision of public open space (PMP, 2008)* 
 

• Villages of Bothel, Plumbland, Glicrux, Fletchertown, Westnewton, 
Hayton, Bromfield, Langrigg & Blencogo have limited access to Green 
Infrastructure network assets such as the national cycle route.  
However these are rural villages and naturally have excellent general 
access to the open countryside and the natural environment. 

 
Opportunities 

 
The main generic opportunities for safeguarding, enhancing and extending 
the Green Infrastructure assets within the Aspatria locality are set out below: 
 

• Ensuring all future development protects, reinforces and enhances the 
inherent landscape characteristics of the Aspatria locality; 

 

• Linking GI proposals to the Shoreline Management Plan to ensure 
coordinated approach to coastal flood risk management and erosion; 

 

• Linking GI proposals to local River Derwent Catchment Flood 
Management Plan (Ellen sub area)  to ensure co-ordinated approach to 
flood risk management; 

 

• Opportunity to work with partners to create better links between the 
town and settlements in the Aspatria locality and the national cycle 
route; 



Insert A 
 
Workington Locality 

Public Open Spaces 

Rivers & Blue Spaces 

Coast & Sea 

Woodland & Forest 

Historic Park 

Conservation Area 

Listed Building 

Site of importance to  
Biodiversity 

Cycle Route 

Public Right of Way 

1 

Curwen Park / Mill Field.   

Off-road national cycle route.   

1 
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Workington 
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Insert C 
 
Maryport Locality 

Public Open Spaces 

Rivers & Blue Spaces 

Coast & Sea 

Woodland & Forest 

Historic Park 

Conservation Area 

Listed Building 

Site of importance to  
Biodiversity 

Cycle Route 

Public Right of Way 

1 

Maryport harbour and quayside 

Roman Fort 

1 

Maryport promenade / Solway Coast  AONB 

Flimby Great Woods 

Row Beck / St. Mungo’s Woodland 

5 

4 
2 

3 

4 

5 

Strategic Road 

SSSI / SAC 

Dearham 

Maryport 

Crosby 

Flimby 

6 

6 National Cycle Route 72 - Hadrian’s Wall 

2 

3 

AONB 



Insert B 
 
Cockermouth Locality 

Public Open Spaces 

Rivers & Blue Spaces 

Coast & Sea 

Woodland & Forest 

Historic Park 

Conservation Area 

Listed Building 

Site of importance to  
Biodiversity 

Cycle Route 

Public Right of Way 

1 

River Derwent Corridor (Broughton 
To Papcastle) 

National Cycle Route. C2C - Route 71 

1 

Memorial Gardens, Cockermouth 

The Greenway, Cockermouth 

Harris Park, Cockermouth 

2 

3 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Strategic Road 
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Cockermouth 

Brigham 

Dovenby 

Broughton 

Cockermouth town 

Papcastle 
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Eaglesfield 
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Deanscales 
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Bridekirk 
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Pardshaw 

Mockerkin 

4 

5 

Branthwaite 



Insert D 
 
Wigton Locality 

Public Open Spaces 

Rivers & Blue Spaces 

Coast & Sea 

Woodland & Forest 

Historic Park 

Conservation Area 

Listed Building 

Site of importance to  
Biodiversity 

Cycle Route 

Public Right of Way 

1 

Silloth Coast & Solway Estuary 

National Cycle Route - Route 72.  Hadrian’s 
Wall Cycle Way 

1 

Phoenix Park, Wigton 

2 

3 

Strategic Road 

SSSI / SAC 

2 

3 
AONB 

Solway Coast Ramsar, SSSI, 
SPA & SAC 

Bolton Low 
Houses 

Ramsar, SPA, SAC  
& SSSI 

Bowness Common - 
SSSI 

Ramsar, SPA, SAC  
& SSSI 

Wedholme Flow  
SSSI 

Drumbrugh Moss 
SSSI 

Thursby 

Wigton 

Ireby 

Aikton 

Mealsgate 
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Bampton 
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Port Carlisle 

Bowness 

Finglandrigg Woods 
SSSI 

South Solway Mosses 
 

Waverbridge 

Caldbeck 
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Waverton 

Newton Arlosh 

Kirkbride 



Insert E 
 
Silloth Locality 

Public Open Spaces 

Rivers & Blue Spaces 

Coast & Sea 

Woodland & Forest 

Historic Park 

Conservation Area 

Listed Building 

Site of importance to  
Biodiversity 

Cycle Route 

Public Right of Way 

1 

Silloth Coast & Solway Estuary 

River Ellen corridor 

1 

Silloth Dunes & Mawbray Banks 

National Cycle Route - Route 72.  Hadrian’s 
Wall Cycle Way 

2 

3 

Strategic Road 

SSSI / SAC 

2 

3 

AONB 

Solway Coast Ramsar, SSSI, 
SPA & SAC 

Abbeytown 

Silloth 

Skinburness 

4 

4 

1 

Mawbray 



Insert F 
 
Aspatria Locality 

Public Open Spaces 

Rivers & Blue Spaces 

Coast & Sea 

Woodland & Forest 

Historic Park 

Conservation Area 

Listed Building 

Site of importance to  
Biodiversity 

Cycle Route 

Public Right of Way 

1 

Allonby bay and beaches 

River Ellen corridor 

1 

National Cycle Route 72 - Hadrian’s Wall  
Cycle Way 

2 

3 

Strategic Road 

SSSI / SAC 

Aspatria 

2 

3 

AONB 

Solway Coast Ramsar, SSSI, 
SPA & SAC 

Blennerhasset 

Baggrow 

Gilcrux 

Allonby 

Westnewton 

Hayton 

Prospect 

Plumbland 

Bothel 

Mealsgate 

Oughterside 

Torpenhow 

Blencogo 

Langrigg 

Bromfield 

Allerby 
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