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Introduction  

The Council is committed to providing an efficient and effective planning service and to work 

proactively with applicants to find solutions which mean that proposals can be approved 

wherever possible and to secure development that improves the economic, social and 

environmental conditions in the area.  

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) recognises that “early engagement has 

significant potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the planning application 

system for all parties” and to facilitate this the Council provides a range of planning advice 

services through which prospective developers can seek pre-application advice prior to the 

submission of a planning application. Details of these services can be found on the Council’s 

website:  http://www.allerdale.gov.uk/planning-and-buildings/planning/planning-applications/pre-

application-advice.aspx 

The NPPF strongly encourages the participation of democratically elected members in the pre-

application process where it is appropriate and beneficial to do so. Whilst developers may often 

choose to contact elected members individually prior to the submission of a planning application 

the Council considers that there are benefits in providing a more structured opportunity for 

developers to seek the views of elected members at the pre-application stage through a 

development management forum. 

Why participate in a development management forum? 

The development management forum is intended to supplement the advice received from 

planning officers through the normal pre-application advice service. The development 

management forum provides an opportunity for prospective developers to present their 

proposals to elected members prior to the submission of a planning application.  

From a developer’s perspective, member feedback from pre-application discussions can help to 

identify and address issues that are likely to be of concern to the community and provide an 

opportunity to shape the proposal and the application submission to address these concerns. 

By ensuring elected members are better informed at an early stage as to the nature of proposed 

development, members may be able to address any unfounded fears within the community that 

may result from the development proposal. 

Although the development management forum is not an opportunity to negotiate amendments 

to schemes directly with elected members the feedback from members will help planning 

officers in guiding future negotiations prior to the submission of a planning application.  
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Whilst the feedback provided through the forum will be of assistance in formulating a future 

planning application the views expressed will not commit members, or the local planning 

authority, in terms of the outcome of a subsequent planning application. In addition, it should be 

noted that the forum may not necessarily identify or address all of the issues that need to be 

considered as further issues may be identified as a scheme is developed and formal 

consultation is undertaken with statutory consultees and the local community. 

Who attends the development management forum? 

The development management forum is made up of members, and nominated substitutes, of 

the Development Panel as well as the Ward Councillors for the ward in which the proposed 

development is located.  

What types of development can be considered by the forum? 

The development management forum will normally consider proposals for major developments 

comprising 10 or more dwellings or non-residential development of more than 1,000 sq m floor 

area. A forum meeting will only be arranged following the receipt of initial advice from planning 

officers as part of the Council’s normal pre-application service.  

How does the development management forum operate? 

Prior to the forum meeting the developer should prepare a briefing note which will be circulated 

to members of the forum in advance of the meeting. This should include an outline of the 

proposed development along with any relevant plans and drawings that may help to explain the 

proposals. This information should be submitted via email to planning@allerdale.gov.uk  at least 

five working days before the date of the forum meeting.  

At the forum meeting the developer will have the opportunity to provide a short presentation 

lasting up to 10 minutes outlining the proposed development. Any additional supporting material 

provided at this stage should be presented in the form of a PowerPoint presentation.  

Planning officers will then provide a short presentation highlighting any relevant planning 

history, relevant planning policies and any planning issues arising from the proposal. 

There will then be an opportunity for members to ask questions of the developer and highlight 

any issues that it is considered should be addressed as part of a future planning application 

submission.  

Although pre-application consultation is normally treated as confidential until a planning 

application is submitted, in the interests of transparency, where proposals are considered by the 

development management forum a note will be taken of the discussion at the meeting and will 
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be published on the Council’s website along with the developers briefing note and copies of the 

presentation slides from the meeting.  

If, as a result of becoming aware of a proposal at pre-application stage, a member of the 

Development Panel decides to campaign for or against a proposed development they are 

entitled to do so but should consider withdrawing from the decision making discussion at the 

Panel meeting which considers the planning application when submitted. Ward councillors can 

speak, for or against a proposal, at the Development Panel meeting as part of the public 

participation process.  

How much does it cost? 

To cover the cost of providing this additional service there will be a fee of £400 for each 

application considered by the development management forum. This is in addition to the fee for 

the Council’s standard pre-application advice service. These charges are made in accordance 

with the provisions of the Local Government Act 2003.  

Further Information 

For further information please visit our website www.allerdale.gov.uk or contact us at 

planning@allerdale.gov.uk 
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