
 
 

       
 

       Burial on Private Land 
 
 
Burials usually take place in purpose-designed cemeteries and 
churchyards, but there are some alternative burial options which can be 
considered.  There is an increased trend in today’s society for maximum 
consumer choice, particularly with the media coverage, families are keen 
to have “green” or alternative burials, and the number of burials which 
have taken place on private land (i.e. farmland or within gardens) has 
significantly increased.   Much of this has been due to the Natural Death 
Centre, a charity formed to support a less formalised routine for funerals, 
as well as a better approach to death generally.  They have issued a 
handbook and a further publication called ‘Green Burial’, which explains 
how to arrange these burials within the legal and planning requirements. 
 
This leaflet aims to provide information on using alternative sites for 
burials. 
 
General 
 
There are several advantages to this form of burial.  It allows you to 
organise a very personal funeral, in which you maintain total control.  
You are able to reduce costs by avoiding the use of a funeral director.    
Depending on the circumstances, it may be difficult to obtain the services 
of a funeral director to assist with this type of burial. 
There is nothing in the public general law, which prevents the burial of a 
deceased person in ground other than a cemetery. The only exception to 
this is where the burial on private ground would constitute a public health 



risk. The definition of a burial ground or cemetery is where two or more 
people are laid to rest in accordance with a licence and conditions, which 
are issued from the Home Office. Therefore, if the intention is to bury the 
whole family together, it would not be possible to allow the interments to 
take place on private land and the local authority cemetery would have to 
be used for this purpose.   

You must have the consent of the landowner. The land owner must 
check with his solicitor that there is no covenant on the deeds to the land 
that could prohibit the burial on the land.  The land owner must check 
that no bye law is being broken. This can be done by contacting the local 
planning department. 

If there are any infectious disease concerns relating to the deceased 
person, then you must inform the local Environmental Health 
department. 

Location 
 
Most locations fall into two categories, on farmland and in a garden. 
 
Farmland - These locations are rarely overlooked and will not offend 
neighbours or the general public. Exceeding a ‘limited’ number of burials, 
or burying unrelated persons may require planning approval as this 
situation could be seen as a change of use  or for ‘mixed use’ if farming 
is also to continue. The Local Authorities planning department should be 
consulted for advice. 
 
Garden - This situation is complicated by the close proximity of 
neighbours. They may oppose or be offended by the burial.  Although 
they may not pose legal objections, it may not be conducive to good 
relationships and the social implications should be considered.  
Otherwise, the aspects outlined under farm burials are broadly similar.    



 
You need to consider carefully if you wish to bury / be buried on private 
land. Often the reason for this is to keep departed loved ones close by, 
but it would have a number of effects: - 
 

 Firstly, the value of the land or property will be affected by a burial 
within its ground, although it is difficult to determine the actual drop in 
property value, it is likely that prospective buyers would not consider 
purchasing such a property. You are also advised to notify any 
individual or mortgage company that has an interest in the property. 

 If you move later, then you may have to deal emotionally with the 
separation and access to the grave may be denied or restricted by a 
change of ownership. Bodies can be exhumed & moved (the licence 
required is free). This however, will require professional help that will 
have a significant cost.    

 
The following information explains the regulations that allow you inter a 
body on a plot of land owned by you.   
 
Position 
 
The Environment Agency must be informed of any intentions to bury on 
private land, but generally have no objections as long as the following 
guidelines are adhered to: 
 

 Be at least 50 metres away from any well, borehole or spring that 
supplies water for human consumption or is to be used in farm dairies 

 Be at least 30 metres from any other spring or water course 

 At least 10 metres from any field drain, ditch or watercourse  

 No burials are allowed in waterlogged / poor draining ground  
 
 



Grave Digging 
Grave digging can be hard work. Hand digging is the preferred ‘green’ 
option. There are freelance gravediggers throughout the UK should you 
wish to employ somebody. It would be advisable to check that they 
comply with the latest health and safety regulations for grave digging. 
 

 Safe excavation of the grave is paramount and allow for a minimum 
of one metre of soil must be left on top of the coffin lid / over the body 
after the burial has taken place.  

 When the burial cavity is first dug, the bottom of the hole must be free 
of standing water. 

 Electrical and other services must be avoided.  You may need to 
contact the gas and electricity board and request plans of the land to 
ensure your own safety.  

 
* Failure to comply with these guidelines can lead to the body being 
exhumed * 
 
Burial Register 
 
This is a record that is kept with the property that indicates:- 
 

 Who is buried on the site 

 Where they were buried 

 When the person was buried 
 
This is a necessary record.  There is a requirement to record the burial 
on the deeds to the property, in accordance with the Registration of 
Burials Act 1864.  
A clear location map must be attached to the deed to confirm the 
position of the grave and details of the name of the deceased, age, date 
and place of death should be recorded. This will reduce the potential 



complication of the police being called if human remains are discovered 
during future garden maintenance or building work. There are concerns 
over the issue of future problems, e.g. who would want to buy a property 
with a body in the garden, but the prospective buyer has the right to 
know that someone is buried within the grounds of the property.  
 
A Certificate for Burial issued by the Coroner or Registrar of Birth and 
Deaths (called the green disposal) will have to be obtained and any other 
procedural matters of the Registrar satisfied. The detachable section of 
this certificate needs to be completed and returned to the Registrar by 
the person who is arranging the burial. The Registrar does not record the 
place/location of the burial and this is why it is necessary to write these 
details on the deeds to the property.  
There are legal ways, by which you can ensure that the grave remains 
untouched, but this will involve costs and you would need the services of 
a solicitor. You may request that the deeds to the property contain the 
instructions that the body must never be touched or removed from its 
resting place. This is called a restrictive covenant and would ensure that 
any new property purchaser could not apply for an exhumation and 
reburial of the deceased. 

Registering the Death / Coroner’s Office       
 
A Certificate of Authority for Burial issued by the Coroner or Registrar of 
Birth and Deaths will have to be obtained before the burial takes place.  
The detachable section of this is to be completed and returned to the 
Registrar by the person arranging the burial with 96 hours of the burial 
taking place.  It is important to note that the details of the burial, including 
location, are not recorded by the Registrar.  If you are burying a body on 
your own property, then please contact the Coroners Officer to advise 
the site of the burial.  The Coroner keeps records of the deceased 
referred to them.   



 
Memorials 
 
You may wish to erect a memorial to the person you have buried. As any 
memorial is considered under national planning law, you may need to 
seek planning permission to have the memorial erected (possibly even 
for small memorials). Under some circumstances planning permission 
may not be required. You should first contact the Council’s Planning 
Department for advice. 
 
If you wish to plant a tree in memory of your loved one, then you need to 
check the deeds to your property.  There are normally no planning 
issues associated with the planting of trees. 
 
For further information contact: 
 
Bereavement Services 
Allerdale Borough Council 
Allerdale House 
Workington 
CA14 3YJ 
                  
 
Tel: 01900 702620      Fax: 01900 702928   
Email: bereavement.services@allerdale.gov.uk                         

   

   

 


