
7.1 Biodiversity Information Required to Support Planning Proposals 

Fig 12: Integration of Biodiversity net gain in the planning process 

Stage 1 Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA)
To establish baseline pre-development value and evaluate the importance 
of ecological features present on-site.  Make recommendations for 
detailed surveys and timing where required.  
Are existing nature conservation features (or those in the wider area)  
affected by the development? 

NO

YES

Stage 2 Protected/Priority Species and Habitat Surveys
Surveys to be undertaken by suitably qualified ecologists holding relevant 
licences at appropriate times of year, accounting for protected and 
priority species and habitats, and any other nature conservation features.

Stage 3 Biodiversity Gain Plan & Mitigation Hierarchy
Establish Key constraints to the project, design options to avoid impacts 
on ecological features, improve or create new habitats on site and 
calculate pre-development and post-development biodiversity values.   
Less obvious impacts also  considered - effects outside the development 
boundary, activities during the construction phase such as underground 
pipes and cables, shading and light pollution. YES
Will the development result in Biodiversity Net Gain (10% uplift)?

NO

Stage 4 Biodiversity Offset
Developers provide and offset though offsite conservation and 
enhancement, or  commission another to compensate for residual 
adverse effects on nature conservation features/habitat/ in order to help 
achieve the 10% increase in biodiversty, or  purchase Biodiversity credits

Demonstration of Biodiversity Net Gain (10% uplift)?, or new 
conservation and enhancement - Demonstrate as part of planning 
application

Stage 5 Submit Planning Application
Ensure all protected/priority species/habitat surveys, measures of 
avoidance, mitigation and compensation strategies are included, 
alongside the Biodiversity Gain Plan and metric spreadsheets 
demonstrating 10% BNG, S106 or Conservation Covenant or purchase of 
biodiversity credits

Stage 6 Planning Permission Granted
Construction Phase – ensure good practice followed during construction

Stage 7 Monitoring and Future Management
Ensuring provision for ongoing management of habitat creation and 
enhancement

 


