
Appendix 1 – The Hierarchy of Designated Sites  

 

Designations 

 

The sites of biodiversity and geodiversity importance within the Plan Area (outside 

the Lake District National Park) comprise a hierarchy of international, national, 

regional and locally important areas which are subject to various statutory and policy 

protections according to their designation.   

 

The location of international and national designations can be viewed on the DEFRA 

Magic website: https://magic.defra.gov.uk/  

 

International Designations 

 

Ramsar 

 

A Ramsar site is a wetland site of international importance designated under the 

Ramsar Convention. There is one Ramsar Site within the district:  

 Upper Solway Flats & Marshes (coincides with the original Upper Solway 

Flats and Marshes SPA and Solway Firth SAC – See below)  

Extensive flats and marshes forming one of the largest and most important 

continuous areas of intertidal habitat in Britain. The estuary is internationally 

important for numerous species of wintering waterbirds, and is used by 

various migrating waders.   

 

Further information on Ramsar Sites including site description is available on the 

Joint Nature Conservation Council (JNCC) Website: https://jncc.gov.uk/jncc-

assets/RIS/UK11035.pdf  

 

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 

  

SACs are protected sites designated under the EU 'Habitats Directive' (habitats and 

species) to conserve habitats and species other than birds that are important in their 

own right. There are three SACs within the plan area: 

 River Derwent & Bassenthwaite Lake (includes rivers Cocker and Marron) 

(Part within Lake District National Park) 

 Solway Firth (Dubmill Point to Sandyhills) 

 South Solway Mosses  

 

Further information on Special Areas of Conservation including site description and 

ecological information is available on the Joint Nature Conservation Council (JNCC) 

Website: https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/special-areas-of-conservation-overview/#latest-

changes-to-the-sac-network  

https://magic.defra.gov.uk/
https://jncc.gov.uk/jncc-assets/RIS/UK11035.pdf
https://jncc.gov.uk/jncc-assets/RIS/UK11035.pdf
https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/special-areas-of-conservation-overview/#latest-changes-to-the-sac-network
https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/special-areas-of-conservation-overview/#latest-changes-to-the-sac-network


Conservation Objectives for the SACs are available on Natural England’s website 

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/4582026845880320  

 

Special Protection Area (SPA)  

 

SPAs are special sites designated under the EU 'Birds Directive' to protect rare, 

vulnerable and migratory wild birds and their habitats 

There is a one SPA within the district, extended and renamed in December 2020: 

 Solway Firth SPA -  extends SPA (which coincides with Upper Solway Flats 

and Marshes Ramsar site & Solway Firth SAC) from Dubmill Point to south 

Whitehaven and Across to Wigtown Bay)  

 

Further information on Special Protection Areas including classification and 

qualifying bird species is available on the Joint Nature Conservation Council (JNCC) 

Website: https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/special-protection-areas-overview/ 

 

 

The Natura 2000 Network: European wildlife sites or ‘European Sites’ 

 

SPAs and SACs are designated under European laws to protect Europe's rich 

variety of wildlife and habitats. All European Union member states are required to 

designate SPAs and SACs and ensure they are properly looked after to protect their 

biodiversity. Together, SPAs and SACs make up a series of sites across Europe, 

referred to collectively as Natura 2000 sites. In the UK they are also known as 

‘European sites.’   

 

National Designations 

 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 

 

The statutory nature conservation agencies have a duty under the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981, as amended, to notify any area of land which in their opinion 

is 'of special interest by reason of any of its flora, fauna, or geological or 

physiographical features'. Such areas are known as Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSIs). 

There are 14 SSSIs that lie within the parts of the borough outside the national park: 

 

Biglands Bog Gribbs Meadows 

Bothel Craggs Quarry Maryport Harbour 

Bowness Common Maryport Harbour 

Broad Dales Oulton Moss 

Drumburgh Moss River Derwent and Tributaries 

Finglandrigg Woods River Eden and Tributaries 

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/category/4582026845880320
https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/special-protection-areas-overview/


Glasson Moss Salta Moss 

 

Detailed information including their reason for designation and condition is available 

on Natural England’s website: 

https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteSearch.aspx   

 

National Nature Reserves (NNRs)  

 

Designated under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 or 

Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) as amended. Established to protect important 

habitats, species and geology, and to provide ‘outdoor laboratories’ for research.  

There are 4 NNR within the plan area: 

 South Solway Mosses (comprises sites at Glasson Moss, Bowness common, 

Wedholme Flow) Does not coincide exactly with the South Solway Mosses 

SAC. 

 Finglandrigg Wood 

 Drumburgh Moss 

 Thornhill Moss & Meadows 

All of these NNR are also SSSI. 

 

Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) 

 

Established under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 contribute to an 

international network of protected sites.  MCZ protect typical, rare or declining 

habitats and species. There are 2 MCZ: 

 Solway Firth became MCZ in May 2019 (Smelt) 

 Allonby Bay became a MCZ in January 2016 (diverse range of marine 

habitats and the species they support, in particular living reefs formed by the 

honeycomb worm and blue mussel beds, in turn providing habitat for 

anemones, snails, crabs and seaweeds) 

 

Further information is available at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/marine-conservation-zone-designations-

in-england  

 

County and Locally Important Sites 

 

Information relating to local sites and their location is available from the Cumbria 

Biodiversity Centre: https://www.cbdc.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteSearch.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/marine-conservation-zone-designations-in-england
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Local Geological Sites 

  

Regionally or locally important geological or geomorphological sites designated by 

locally developed criteria: 

LGS Site 
No. 

Site name Description 

2.001 Mockerkin Tarn Kettle Hole 

2.003 Mawbray Bank submerged 
forest 

Buried forest by sea level change 

2.005 Overby Sand Pit Fluvio-glacial delta 

2.006 Moota Quarry Yoredale cycles, 4th and 5th Limestone 

2.007 Thornby Beck, Wigton Liassic shales 

2.008 Brigham Quarry Hensingham Grit of Namurian age 

2.009 Branthwaite Edge, 
Workington 

Red rocks of the U. Carboniferous (Upper 
Coal Measures) 

2.011 Swarthy Hill, Allonby Drumlin, near Saltpans 

2.016 Glasson Point, Bowness on 
Solway 

Eroded drumlin 

2.019 Mawbray Banks & Dubmill 
Point 

2 Viewpoints of raised beach 

2.021 Maryport Foreshore (three 
areas) 

Sherwood Sandstone (St. Bees) 

2.022 Denton Side, Sebergham Upper Carboniferous cyclothems 

2.023 River Derwent river cliffs 
near Broughton 

Imbricated pebbles in river cliffs 

2.024 River Caldew & Caldew 
Beck 
*Part within Carlisle City 
Council area 

River bar at confluence 

2.025 Chalk Beck Quarry, Thursby  
* Part within Carlisle City 
Council area 

Triassic Sherwood Sandstone & Eden 
Shales 

 

County Wildlife Sites/ Cumbria Local Wildlife Sites 

 

Sites identified and selected locally for their nature conservation value based on 

important, distinctive and threatened habitats and species within a national, regional 

and local context.  It is a non-statutory designation that recognises high quality 

wildlife habitats.  There are over 100 sites identified in the Borough outside the Lake 

District National Park. 

 

Local Nature Reserves 

 

Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) are a statutory designation made under Section 21 of 

the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 by principal local 

authorities. They are places with wildlife or geological features that are of special 



interest locally. They offer people opportunities to study or learn about nature or 

simply to enjoy it. There are two within the district 

 Harrington Reservoir 

 Siddick Ponds 

 

Habitats and Species of Principal Importance (also known as Priority  Habitats 

and Priority Species) 

 

Section 41 (S41) of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 

2006 requires the Secretary of State to publish a list of species of flora and fauna 

and habitats that are considered to be of principal importance for the purposes of 

conserving biodiversity, and to take steps to further their conservation. 

  

The S41 list of habitats and species of principal importance guides decision-makers 

such as public bodies, including local authorities, in implementing their duty under 

section 40 of the NERC Act 2006 “to have regard” to the conservation of biodiversity 

in England, when carrying out their normal functions. For the purposes of the Act 

‘conservation’ also includes enhancement. 

 

The habitats and species identified in the S41 list derive from the UK Biodiversity 

Action Plan and are regarded as conservation priorities.  They represent the rarest 

and most threatened habitats and species requiring targeted conservation action.  

Biodiversity, as covered by the Section 40 duty includes all biodiversity and not just 

the habitats and species of principal importance.  However, there is an expectation 

that public bodies would refer to the S41 list when complying with the section 40 

duty.   

 

Habitats of Principal Importance (Priority Habitats) 

Fifty-six habitats of principal importance are included on the S41 list ranging from 

upland hay meadows to lowland mixed deciduous woodland, freshwater habitats 

such as ponds and marine habitats such as subtidal sands and gravels.    

The local planning authority should take into account any priority habitats that could 

be potentially affected during the development process. Where a priority habitat may 

be present on a proposed development site, a biodiversity survey may be needed. If 

such habitats are present, the mitigation hierarchy should be applied. This means 

that significant adverse impact on these habitats should be avoided and, if this is not 

possible, measures which reduce any such negative impact should be explored. 

Failing that, losses of such habitats should be compensated for as part of the 

development proposals. 

 
Arable and horticulture: Arable field margins Marine: Blue mussel beds 

Arable and horticulture: Traditional orchards Marine: Estuarine rocky habitats 

Boundary: Hedgerows Marine: Fragile sponge and anthozoan 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hedgerows


communities on subtidal rocky habitats 

Coastal: Coastal saltmarsh Marine: Horse mussel beds 

Coastal: Coastal sand dunes Marine: Intertidal boulder communities 

Coastal: Coastal vegetated shingle Marine: Intertidal chalk 

Coastal: Intertidal mudflats Marine: Maërl beds 

Coastal: Maritime cliff and slopes Marine: Mud habitats in deep water 

Coastal: Saline lagoons Marine: Peat and clay exposures 

Freshwater: Aquifer-fed naturally fluctuating 

water bodies 

Marine: Sabellaria alveolata reefs 

Freshwater: Eutrophic standing waters Marine: Sabellaria spinulosa reefs 

Freshwater: Mesotrophic lakes Marine: Seagrass beds 

Freshwater: Oligotrophic and dystrophic lakes Marine: Sheltered muddy gravels 

Freshwater: Ponds Marine: Subtidal chalk 

Freshwater: Rivers Marine: Subtidal sands and gravels 

Grassland: Lowland calcareous grassland Marine: Tide-swept channels 

Grassland: Lowland dry acid grassland Wetland: Blanket bog 

Grassland: Lowland meadows Wetland: Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh 

Grassland: Purple moor-grass and rush 

pastures 

Wetland: Lowland fens 

Grassland: Upland calcareous grassland Wetland: Lowland raised bog 

Grassland: Upland hay meadows Wetland: Reedbeds 

Heathland: Lowland heathland Wetland: Upland flushes, fens and swamps 

Heathland: Mountain heaths and willow scrub Woodland: Lowland beech and yew woodland 

Heathland: Upland heathland Woodland: Lowland mixed deciduous woodland 

Inland rock: Calaminarian grasslands Woodland: Upland mixed ashwoods 

Inland rock: Inland rock outcrop and scree 

habitats 

Woodland: Upland oakwood 

Inland rock: Limestone pavements Woodland: Wet woodland 

Inland rock: Open mosaic habitats on 

previously developed land 

Woodland: Wood-pasture and parkland 

 

Further information on priority habitats is available on the JNCC website:  

https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/uk-bap-priority-habitats/  
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