
 

 

1 

 
 
 

 

       Guide to burial at sea 
 
 
Burial at sea is an alternative method to burial on land or cremation.   
 
This type of burial is recognised, not only within the sailing community, but also as a tradition 
that permeates all communities.  This tradition however, has to be balanced against a number 
of concerns, including our obligation to protect the marine environment, the living resources 
that it supports, human health and an increased use of the sea.     
 
Before the burial you must apply for a licence for a burial at sea 
How to apply for the licence depends on where the burial will be. 
A licence costs £50 if the burial takes place at one of the following:  
  
1) Between Hastings and Newhaven, West Sussex 
2) Off the Needles, Isle of Wight 
3) Off Tynemouth, North Tyneside 
 
If you want the burial to be somewhere else in England or in the offshore areas of Wales or 
Northern Ireland, the licence will cost £175. 

 

You do not need a licence or permission to scatter ashes at sea after a cremation. 
How to apply for a licence depends on where the burial will be. 
 
Burials in England and offshore areas of Wales and Northern Ireland 
You can apply online for a licence at marine.consents@marinemanagement.org.uk Tel: 0300 
123 1032 
 
Burials elsewhere in the UK 
For burials in inshore areas of Wales you will need a licence from Natural Resources Wales. 
For burials in inshore areas of Northern Ireland you’ll need a licence from the Department of 
Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs. 
For burials at sea in Scotland contact the Burial, Cremation and Death Certification team. 
 
Burial, Cremation and Death Certification Team certificationofdeath@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
Telephone: 0131 244 2711 
All applications are published on the public register of marine licence applications and 
decisions. 
When you apply you must have: 

 The death certificate 
 A certificate of Freedom of Fever and Infection (available from the deceased person’s 

GP or hospital doctor) 
 A notice to a Coroner of Intention to Remove a Body out of England (available from the 

Coroner in exchange for a Certificate for the Disposal provided by the registrar) 
 You might also have to provide evidence your proposed burial location is suitable. 

Things like water depths, currents, pipelines and fishing will be considered. 

mailto:marine.consents@marinemanagement.org.uk
https://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/marine-licensing/marine-licences/?lang=en
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/marine-licensing
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/marine-licensing
mailto:certificationofdeath@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
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You must make sure the coffin is built correctly 
The coffin you use must be made of solid softwood and must not contain any plastic, lead, 
copper or zinc. It must have: 

 between 40 and 50 50mm (2 inch) holes drilled throughout 
 corners butt-jointed and strengthened with mild steel right angle brackets screwed 

internally, or substantial wooden bracing struts 50 x 38mm 
 about 200kg of iron, steel or concrete clamped to the base of the coffin with brackets of 

10mm mild steel bar, or blocks of weak concrete mix 
 weight distributed evenly to prevent the coffin from turning to the vertical 
 2 long mild steel bands running from the top to the bottom of the coffin 
 several mild steel bands across the coffin at about 30cm intervals along its length 

 
The coffin and any inner box or liner must be made from natural, non-toxic and biodegradable 
materials. They must both be able to withstand any impact and be able to carry the body 
quickly to the seabed. 
You must also make sure that the body of the deceased: 

 Is not embalmed 
 Is lightly dressed in biodegradable material 
 Has a durable identification tag with the details of the funeral director 

The body and the coffin may be inspected before the burial takes place. 
 
Summary 
Unfortunately, Allerdale Bereavement Services can play no part in organising a burial at sea, 
as it is out of the control of the Authority. This leaflet is meant purely to inform you of the 
options that are available to you and the procedures which must be adhered to. 
 
Navy Burials     
The navy conducts its own burials at sea, for those veterans who wished to be buried at sea.  
For more detailed information contact the Base Chaplin via the place from which the 
deceased served. 
 
Leaflet produced by Bereavement Services Department 
 
Allerdale Borough Council 
Allerdale House 
Workington 
Cumbria 
CA14 3YJ 
 
Tel: 01900 702620   Email: bereavement.services@allerdale.gov.uk 
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